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There are several definitions of the word “gospel” but two that come to mind are: (1) the story of 
Christ’s life and teachings as told in the New Testament and (2) impassioned, rhythmic, and 
spiritual music rooted in African-American culture and churches. Raney has wanted to bring these 
two elements together in a musical work for a long time. Honestly, what could be more joyful 
than the good news of Christ’s birth put to gospel music? 

Joy! tells the story of Christ’s birth through six choral anthems based on both familiar Christmas 
carols and original material. There are upbeat blues-gospel numbers as well as slower ballads in a 
gospel groove, plus a calypso tune!  The pieces are intertwined with a scriptural narration that 
begins with “In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus…(Luke 2:1-14.”) In the 
underscore, we hear a traditional spiritual “Go Tell it On the Mountain” and Handel’s “Antioch.” 
The choir enters with “Sing Joy,” a compilation of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” and “Joy To 
The World.” 

As the narration continues with Isaiah 9:2, a foretelling of a people walking in darkness and 
longing for a great light!, the choir sings “Waiting”, an original composition that evolves into a 
duet with the soloist singing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

Luke 2:15, the promised King arrives!, provides the content for a catchy calypso anthem entitled 
“A Song in the Air” which incorporates “Away in the Manger.” The traditional spiritual, “Jesus, 
What A Wonderful Child” is sung as the shepherds find Mary, Joseph and the newborn baby in 
the manger. They fall to their knees and worship the newborn King. (Luke 2 16-20). 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful (Adeste Fideles)” and “Silent Night (Stille Nacht)” accompany the 
text from Matthew 2:1-2 “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in 
the east and have come to worship him.” 
  

The narration proceeds with Isaiah 9-6. Rejoice! For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 
The choir offers a soulful version of “Go Tell It on The Mountain.” The cantata comes to a rousing 
conclusion with a reprise of “Sing Joy!” 

We hope and pray this offering of Raney’s Cantata, “Joy!” brings an uplifting message to you this 
Advent season. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
 


