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On September 22, 2013, our congregation will have the opportunity to do something it has not done in 165 years of existence: elect an associate pastor. Last
January, you elected an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee that has consisted of Bill Campbell (chair), David Duncan, Donna Hutchison, Paul Lepard, Barbara Peckham, Caroline Remelius, and Karen Stacks. If you have been following
their periodic reports in the Celtic Cross and in worship, you know they have been
hard at work: first drafting a job description and “Church Information Form” for
Session approval, and then sifting through nearly 100 “Personal Information
Forms,” of candidates for the position. As you will hear when the APNC reports
to you first on September 15 and then at the September 22 meeting, the Committee had two rounds of interviews, one via Skype and one in Pottstown. At the final round of interviews, we joined the Committee to meet with the candidates.
We believe that the Holy Spirit was at work, and we join the Committee in their
enthusiastic nomination for our Associate Pastor for Children, Youth, and Families.
In our Presbyterian system, the people elect their pastors. But the presbytery examines the candidate to insure that his/her theology and character are suitable for
ministry. Our candidate will be examined on September 12; until then, neither the
Committee nor we can give you his/her name. So come to worship on September
15 to hear the report, and then stay for the congregational meeting on September
22 to elect your Associate Pastor.
For all of you who are experienced Presbyterians, you know that it is customary
for the senior pastor or co-pastors to preach before that vote takes place. But
that is not the case with associate pastors, especially those for whom preaching is
not a significant part of their job description, as is the case with this position. The
vote of the congregation will therefore be based on the report of the Committee
and your trust that this Committee has been guided by the Holy Spirit.
On a different note, during September, we will be preaching from an important
book in the New Testament, the epistle or letter to the Ephesians. Carter will
also be leading a discussion of passages in the epistle in the Forum Class. Ephesians has much wisdom about Jesus Christ and the church and what it means for us
as Christians to “grow up in Christ,” as Eugene Peterson has put it. God loves us
as we are, but we should never be content with staying as we are. Instead, hopefully, we are all seeking to mature in our faith and witness. But how do we do
that? Join us as we explore together what Ephesians has to tell us.
Rally Day, the Picnic, the APNC report, and congregational meeting...our congregational cup runneth over in September. Come, drink with us!
Grace and peace,
Carter and Kerry
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Worship Matters
Upcoming in Worship
September 1:

9:30 a.m. Worship
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
“Faith at Work”
(Church members reflect on the relationship of their labor and faith)

September 8:

Service of the Lord’s Day at 10:30 a.m.
Sermon Series: “Growing Up in Christ: Lessons from Ephesians for Today”
Dedication of Sunday School Teachers, Youth Advisors, and Young
Children and Worship Leaders

September 15:

Service of the Lord’s Day at 10:30 a.m.
Sermon Series: “Growing Up in Christ: Lessons from Ephesians for Today”
Presentation by Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

September 22:

Service of the Lord’s Day at 10:30 a.m.
Sermon Series: “Growing Up in Christ: Lessons from Ephesians for Today”
Commissioning of Choir Members and Musicians
Congregational Meeting Follows the Service

September 29:

Service of the Lord’s Day at 10:30 a.m.

Congregational Meeting Called for Sunday, September 22
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, September 22. The purpose of the
meeting, which will take place immediately after worship, is for the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to present the candidate the Committee is nominating to be our Associate Pastor. After hearing the report, the congregation will be given an opportunity to elect this candidate to be our Associate Pastor and approve the terms of call. The APNC will present a report
introducing the candidate on Sept. 15 and information will also be mailed to members’ homes.

Kathryn Lester-Bacon approved for ordination by Presbytery on
the James
On Monday, August 26, Kathryn Lester-Bacon, who is a child of this congregation and a candidate for ministry under the care of our Session, preached, was examined on her “statement
of faith” on the floor of presbytery and was approved for ordination by the Presbytery of the
James in Richmond, Virginia. Kathryn, or Kate, has been called to serve as Associate Pastor
of Second Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia. She begins that position on September
3 and she will be ordained in our church on Saturday, October 12, 2013 in an ordination service at 3 p.m. convened by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
RALLY DAY FOR ALL AGES! September 8– 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Kick off a new year of learning at First Presbyterian!
Children will meet with their new teachers and classmates.
Adults will hear about Sunday morning learning opportunities and all will become linked*

Circus Theme...Karaoke...Volleyball...Face Painting...Moon
Bounce...Bingo…”ToeQuet”...Cotton Candy...Water Balloon Toss...Chicken… Junior Seekers Handprints...Rainbow the Clown…Must be the…

CHURCH PICNIC!
Sunday, September 8th
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. (Dinner at 5:30 p.m.)
Please join us for a fun gathering with:
Games for all ages, Good fellowship, and Great food
The deacons will provide chicken, desserts and beverages.
What to bring: a side dish to serve 8 people (fruit, salad, veggies,
etc.). You may also want to bring a chair or blanket.
It is sure to be an event you won’t want to miss!! (We move inside if it rains)
Please RSVP to the church office by Sept. 4th. Call the church if you need transportation.

HEAD-TO-HEAD ENCOUNTERS
The game where parents and youth try to “get inside each others’ heads”
Sunday, September 15th, 6:30—8:00 p.m.
Teams are made up of a Seeker and one of his/her parents. (So we know how many questions to
make, the deadline to enter a team is Friday, September 13)
After the game and ice cream sundaes, Seekers will split into junior and senior high groups and
parents will meet with the advisors to discuss upcoming events. RSVP to the church office if
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Christian Formation Opportunities
ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION ON SUNDAYS at 9:15 a.m.
(Classes meet together beginning September 15. Hear more at Rally Day, September 8.)


Forum (Community Room): “Growing Up in Christ: An Introduction to Ephesians”
Join Carter for an exploration of the Letter to the Ephesians, one of the most important
books of the New Testament and the basis for Carter and Kerry’s preaching series that begins
in September.
September 15th: Growing Up in Christ: An Introduction to Ephesians, Pt. 1
September 22nd: Growing Up in Christ: An Introduction to Ephesians, Pt. 2
September 29th: Living Waters for the World: Cuba
Rick Moyer and Karen Keiser will share pictures and stories from their summer trip to
Cuba to install another water filtration system as part of “Living Waters for the World.”



Faith and Relationships Class (Library)
The discussion is always lively as we explore practical and theological questions of faith in our
work, families, and daily lives. Discussion Leaders: Rob Wade and Sharon Trevoy.



Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conf. Room): “The Blessed Ordinary Individuals” Teacher: Rev. Bernarr Rhoades



Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost Room—110) “Feasting on the Word
Curriculum, Year C, Teaching the Revised Common Lectionary” Teacher: Amy
Shutt.
Each week we will explore one of the lectionary passages, reviewing the biblical background from the perspective of Bible scholars and within the context of our own life experiences and faith journey.

WEEKDAY OPPORTUNITIES


“Sisters of the Way”: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday beginning September 12. We’ll begin the year with Ephesians. Teacher: Kerry



Evening Bible Study: Meets the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month beginning in October 7:30-8:30 p.m. Teacher: Carter



Lectio Divina Group: Led by Kerry, this Bible study meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month beginning in October.



Theology Reading Group: Gathers at Carter’s house on September 30 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss questions of science and faith raised in John Polkinghorne’s Quarks, Chaos, and Christianity. For a copy of the book, directions to Carter’s house, or other questions, contact Carter.



Young Adult Group: We enjoy a movable feast with a potluck dinner, video discussion,
fellowship, and prayer. If you are interested or have questions, contact Carter or Kerry.
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Children and Youth at First Presbyterian Church
Music and Recreation for Children in Grades 2-5 Calling all 2nd—5th graders! Music and Rec is starting September 18th, 4:30 to 5:45 in the Jr.
Seeker room. Join Carter, Kerry, and Mrs. B. for games (Spud or Sardines anyone?), projects,
prayer, and music.

Third Graders Welcomed to the Lord’s Supper and Worship
Third graders and parents (and any other interested parents and children) are invited to join
Kerry and Carter for a pizza supper and discussion of worship and the Lord’s Supper on Sunday,
September 22 at 4:30 p.m. at the church. Then, on Sunday, October 6, we will introduce the children to the congregation and “welcome” them to the Lord’s Table. This is an important rite of
passage as our young ones join the rest of the church family in celebrating the Lord’s Supper.
Please RSVP to the church office, and call Kerry or Carter if you have any questions.

Seekers News
CONFIRMATION
We begin this year’s Confirmation Class with a retreat on Friday-Saturday, September 20-21
that you wouldn’t want to miss even if it were not required! Look for a map coming in the mail!
Our first regular class will then be on Sunday, September 29 at 5:00 p.m.

JR. SEEKERS
Sept. 8, Painting of Hands (Church Picnic): Come down to the Junior Seeker Room to leave
you mark for the 2013-14 year.
Sept. 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Head-to-Head Encounters (with parents and Senior High Seekers
and parents) See p. 3 for more details.
Sept. 29, Our Relationship with Nature—God’s Creation
We’ll be going for a hike on the Perkiomen trail! Pack a lunch and hiking shoes. We gather right
after worship.
Advisors: Mike and Mindy Lipsky, Sandro and Rosie Roseo, Jake Erickson, and Tunde Oladipo.

SR. SEEKERS
Friday, September 6, 6-11 p.m. at the Kiselas: Seeker Pool Party Kick-off
Meet at the church at 6 p.m. to carpool. Check out the Seekers’ Facebook page for more details.
Sunday, September 8, 4-7 p.m. Church Picnic
Join Seekers and the rest of your church family for volleyball, karaoke, other games, and great
food! Come see if you can out-sing Connor on the karaoke machine!
Sunday, Sept 15th– 6:30-8:00 p.m. Head-to-Head Encounters (with parents and Junior
High Seekers). See p. 3 for all of the details.
Advisors: Tim and Gwen Allen, Don and Melinda Kisela, Gary and Donna Rhoadarmer, and Phil
and Kim Wheeles.
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Branches of the Vine—Reaching Out with Christ’s Love
CAMP KIRKWOOD WORK DAY—OCTOBER 5

Join church members and Kirkwood Board members Tom Zeigler and Tim Peckham as we tackle
various projects at our Presbyterian camp.

TUTORS AT BARTH ELEMENTARY
The tutoring program will begin its fourteenth year in October. There are always more children
who need mentoring and tutoring than there are tutors. We ask for volunteers to commit one
hour per week. Studies show such a time commitment will have far more influence than you
know. Or perhaps, you would like to lead a monthly book group. Contact Coordinator Sharon
Holloway and say “YES, I’ll help!”

COMMUNITY MEALS
On the second Thursday of each month, we provide a free dinner in Fellowship Hall to those in
need in our community (on other Thursdays, other congregations serve the meal in our church).
If you can help cook on a second Thursday, please contact Doreen Duncan. If you can help serve
and clean-up the meal (4:45—6:15), please contact Kerry. “Many hands make light work!”

CLUSTER OUTREACH CENTER
The Cluster Outreach Center is located at 57 N. Franklin Street, 610-970-5995. Volunteers are
needed to help with various needs. Some of the opportunities:
 Serving food/putting food orders together
 Stocking/sorting food in the Food Pantry
 Meeting with clients to sign-up for Food pantry assistance
 Sorting clothing and household goods
 Administration and office assistance
If you can help, contact our church representatives to the Cluster, Doreen Duncan or Sharon
Holloway, or contact the Cluster Outreach Center directly.

CROP WALK, SUNDAY AFTERNOON,OCTOBER 13
Please join the CROP walk on Sunday afternoon, October 13 to raise money (through
pledges for each kilometer) to support the Cluster Outreach Center and to feed the hungry
throughout the world. The walk begins and ends at our church. More details next month.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl group will begin meeting Tuesday, September 17, at 7p.m., in the church library. We meet to knit, crochet, and share stories. Come join us as we stitch for those who
need a comforting gift from our church. If you want to stitch, but don't know how, we will be
happy to guide you. Just let Jane Barndt know if you are interested so she can have supplies and
directions for you. Her contact information: 610-469-9165 barndthj@verizon.net
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Branches of the Vine: Barth Partnership School Uniform Drive
We are again collecting school uniforms for families at our school partner, Barth Elementary
School. Here is what we need:
Boys: short and long sleeve collared shirts, shorts, long pants, and sweaters
Girls: short and long sleeve blouses, skirts, jumpers, shorts, capris, slacks, and sweaters
Sizes: 6 - 14
Colors: white, light blue, navy, khaki
Please bring them to the church and put your donated clothes in the church “mission basket.” The
deadline for the clothes drive is September 29.

Fellowship
Faith and Nature Outings in September
September 15 at 2 p.m.: Monocacy Hill Hike
Join us for a nature walk on September 15th at Monocacy Hill Preserve. We will hike a total of
about 3 miles to the top and back of Monocacy Hill. Meet at the church at 2 p.m. Seekers and
parents, we will be back in time for your event! Sign up on the bulletin board

Thursday, September 26 at 8:30 a.m.: Kayak/Canoe Paddle
We will return to Marsh creek State Park for a quiet morning paddle. Meet at the church at 8:30
a.m. Sign up on the bulletin board. Enjoy the sights and sounds of nature from the serenity of a
kayak or canoe!

Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, Sept. 14
Come join Carter and other men for fun and fellowship on the second Saturday of each month.
This month we meet on Saturday, September 10 at 8 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We break at 9 a.m.
This month’s cook is Tom Babbony.

Prime Timers
Wednesday, September 25—”Broadway: Now and Forever” at the American Music
Theater in Lancaster
Just a reminder: The Prime Timers travel to Lancaster for music from Broadway past and present.
We will leave the church at 12:45 p.m. and enjoy dinner on the road after the show. If you have
questions, contact Tom Hudson or Sara Grim.
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Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following people who have been ill or hospitalized or
receiving treatment: Ron Gower, Brenda Hatfield, Lorraine Reidenouer, Suzanne Fritsch,
Flossie Schumacher, Dick Clark, Avery Rose-Craver, Andy Hazeltine, Don Grim, Lois Glenn,
Devyn Falini and Sarah Boyer.
Baptized recently was Vanessa Claire Davis, child of God and daughter of John and Julie Davis
and Rylie Autumn Houseman, child of God and daughter of D. J. and Julie Babbony Houseman.
Congratulations to Kathryn Lester-Bacon who was approved for ordination by the Presbytery
of the James in Richmond, Virginia on August 26, 2013.
Thank you to all those who kept our gardens watered and weeded this summer: Doreen Duncan, Kathy Benning, Rick and Sue Moyer, Bill Dupree, Don and Lois Glenn, Andy Lane,
Linda and Al Cybart, the Geyer family, the Deegan family, Dee Phillips, Dick and Ruth Clark,
Sharon Holloway, Becky and Holly Bostwick, and Mike Ziemba. Thanks as well to Barb
Longstreth and Horace Fletcher for taking care of our community vegetable garden this summer.
Thank you to Barbara Lisi, Jeannette Feroe, Linda Luey, JoAnn Bathurst, Jan Rose, Judy Babbony, Donna Kyler, Sue Moyer, Sharon Holloway, and Ruth Neville who stitch baptism banners
under the direction of Doreen Duncan.
Thank you to April Thorum, Mindy Lipsky, Nancy McMillin, Vonne O’Dea, Michelle Thompson,
Jane Deegan, and Lori Biesecker for their creativity and commitment to “Backyard Blessings.”
Thank you to Rosie and Sandro Roseo for leading Mission Mornings this summer.

Music Notes
Welcome back choirs! The Chancel Choir will open our season singing, “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness,” accompanied by Tim Detwiler on the saxophone. On September 15th, we will sing the
lovely, “My Peace I Leave With You.” On the following Sunday, we will introduce the new anthem, “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone),” by Joel Raney. The final Sunday will showcase a
favorite, “You Raise Me Up,” arranged by Fettke.
The Handbell Choir will begin their rehearsals on September 19th at 6:30 in the choir loft. Our
handbells were “essentially refurbished” this summer, which means they were taken apart, any
broken or worn pieces replaced, and then polished. They look incredible!
September is a great time to join choir. We meet at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room (downstairs on
the stage) every Thursday evening. And we can always use handbell subs. If you are interested
in handbells, please email or call me.
Fondly,
Diane Land, Director of Music
610-327-1566 Crafdy1954@comcast.net

Counters’ Corner
Captain for September: 1 & 8: Dave Duncan, 15 & 22: Sharon Trevoy, 29: Hank Phillips
Other Counters: Karen Keiser, Audrey Buckley, Barbara Winter, Joanne Bianchini
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Lectionary Readings
From the Fulfillment Team
For the week of Sept. 2 to 8:
Jer. 18: 1-11, Psalm 139: 13-18, Philem. 1-21, Luke 14: 25-33; Ephesians 1
For the week of September 9 to 15:
Jer 4: 11-12, Psalm 14, I Tim. 1: 12-17, Luke 15: 1-10; Ephesians 2
For the week of September 16 to 22:
Jer. 8: 18—9: 11, Psalm 79: 1-9, I Tim 2: 1-7, Luke 16: 1-13; Ephesians 3
For the week of September 23 to 29:
Budgeted
income
$356,
262 4
Jer. 32: 1-3a, Psalm
91: 1-6,
I Tim.for
6: the
6-19,year:
Luke 16: 19-31;
Ephesians

Budgeted income through Feb. 29:

59, 377

This time last year:

49, 201

For the week of September 30 to October 6:
Actual income through Feb. 29:
58, 810
Lam. 1: 1-6, Lam. 3: 19-28, 2 Tim. 1: 1-14, Luke 17: 5-10; Ephesians 5

Budgeted expenses for
year: Fundraiser
356, 262
Mission Partner—Meals
onthe
Wheels
Budgeted expenses through Feb. 29:

59, 377

Grease band Concert/Dance at Sunnybrook Ballroom Fundraiser, Saturday, 5 Oct 2013, 8:00
Actual expenses through Feb. 29:
56, 829
PM, $25 per ticket benefits Meals on Wheels of the Pottstown Area, Contact Tom Hudson at
We,
as a Office. If a reserved table of 8 is desired - please contact as
610-326-3798 or Peggy in
Church
church,
are…
soon as possible.
MAINTAINING
Mission Partner—Cluster
Center
our facilities Outreach
to






support
Bilingual volunteers
areour
needed on Tuesdays at the Outreach Center.
ministry
Volunteers are
neededby
at bethe Dock area to help sort weekly donations and move
ing wise
stewboxes. Volunteers
need
to be able to lift 30 lbs, bend and stoop. Time slots are
ards
of –the
re10:00 – 2:00 or
8:30
12:30.
sources food
and enThe current primary
request is canned fruit. Also needed – oatmeal, canned
vironment.
pasta, baby food, juice, canned soup and soy baby formula.
Plastic or paper bags and egg cartons are also needed. Personal care items are always
needed.

Friday, October 4, 2013, Berean Bible Church, Pottstown PA
Dinner by Bause Catered Events
Sounds of Sunnybrook Dance Band
Performances by Maggie Heffner Riker,
Dave Heffner, Madison Kershner & Chorale 33
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Faith and Nature Group

September 2005

I hope everyone has had a great summer and was able to get out and enjoy nature in this summer of spectacular weather. My backyard was blessed with an abundance of active nests including bluebirds, catbirds, wrens, cardinals, robins, and hummingbirds. We also enjoyed several
species of butterflies in our butterfly garden which really thrived thanks to weekly rains.
On August 4th, 26 members of the church met for what has come to be known as, “The Presbyterian Paddle.” It was a simply picture perfect day. Although the weather caused Marsh Creek
Park to have its largest crowds of the year and forced me to change our itinerary, everyone
went with the flow. Once everyone got on the water, all worries and cares slipped away and
the beauty of the lake combined with the company of friends made for a truly spectacular day. If
you missed out, I hope you can join us next time. I also want to thank Hank Phillips for assisting me and helping the day to go smoothly.
We have several upcoming events including: September 15 th, a nature walk at Monocacy Hill @
2:00pm. Thursday, September 26th, morning paddle at Marsh Creek State Park @ 9:00am. October 5th, a day trip to hike The Pinnacle. The Pinnacle is one of the highest points along the
Appalachian Trail. It is a moderately hilly hike to the top along a wide switchback trail that traverses forest and meadows. Trust me, the view from the top is worth the hike. October is peak
migration for several species of hawks so we should see a good number of flying raptors. The
Pinnacle is located just north of Hamburg. We will leave from the church at 8:00am and return
approximately by 5:00pm. Pack a picnic lunch.

Sign up lists for these events will be posted on our bulletin board. Any questions, please contact
me at mdeegs16@aol.com or phone: 484-524-8072.
Hope to see you out there.
--Mike Deegan

Did You Forget Anything This Summer?

Many of us were away during the summer but the church’s ministries continue 365 days a year.
If your weekly contributions went missing while you were missing, can you “catch up” your giving this September—so that we can continue to do Christ’s work in Pottstown and in the
world? Thank you!

Save paper and postage by receiving your Celtic Cross by e-mail

Help us save some trees—and some money—by signing up to receive your copy of the Celtic
Cross by e-mail. To do so, send your request to Peggy, our church secretary, at
fpoffice@fpcpottstown.org. Don’t forget to include your name.

“Like” Us on Facebook or “Follow” us on Twitter
The church now has a “Facebook” page. Please “like” us. You can also follow the church on
Twitter @FPresbyPtwn. Our webpage remains www.fpcpottstown.org. Note: the Session has
adopted the policy that we will not “tag” or identify anyone in pictures on Facebook, and that
members who do not even want their unidentified picture (or that of their child) on our Facebook page, may “opt-out” by notifying the church office of that desire.
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SEPTEMBER 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
Communion
9:30 Worship

2
Church Office Closed

3

4

5

Prayer 7:15
Committees
7:30

Meal 5 p.m.
Choir 7:30

6
7
Sr. Seekers
Rally Day
Pool Party @ Set-up
Kiselas’ Lv.
church at 6

8
Rally Day
9:15
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Picnic 4 pm

9
10
HENS
Classes begin
9 a.m.

11

12

13

Cubs 7

Deacons
Girl Scouts 6 meeting
7:30 p.m.

14
Men’s Breakfast, 8 –9
a.m.

15
Sunday School
9:15
10:30 Worship
APNC Report

16

17

18

20

21

Meal 5
Choir 7:30
19
Sisters Bible
9:15

Seekers Kick-off
6:30 p.m.

Cubs 7

Shawl Meeting 7 p.m.

Confirmation
Music and
Meal 5
Retreat beRec 4:30
Bells 6:30
gins 7 p.m.
Session
Choir 7:30 thru Sat. afmeeting 7:30 Girl Scouts 7 ternoon

22

23

24

25

Nature Walk 2

Sun Sch. 9:15
Worship 10:30
a.m.
Congregational
Mtg.
Prep. For Lord’s
Supper mtg.
4:30

Cubs 7

29

30

Sun. Sch. 9:15
Worship 10:30
Jr. Seekers hike
after worship
Confirmation
Class 5

Cubs 7
Theo. Reading Grp at
Lesters 7:30

Sat

26
27
Bible Study
Prime Timers 9:15
to Music
Theatre
Meal 5
12:45
Bells 6:30
Choir 7:30
M/R 4:30
Girl Scouts 7

28

Girl Scouts
Fellowship
Hall 12-4
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