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Domestic disaster struck us at home two weeks ago—suddenly something went
wrong with our well and only a trickle of water was coming out of our pipes. The
plumber and well supply company both determined the problem to be an underground leak or problem with the well pump. ―Where was our wellhead?‖ they
wanted to know. We had no idea. As city folks, we never thought much about
the well as long as it was working—and since we have never had a problem with
the well, we had no idea where it was located in our yard. What were we to do?
It was hot and showers needed to be taken, dinner needed to be prepared, and
out-of-town guests were to be welcomed the next day!
Fortunately, we had good folks helping us. A specialist was sent for who brought
special equipment (more sophisticated than a divining rod, we were glad to see)
and he located the wellhead and leak, both of which were three feet below the
surface. The well supply company hitched us up by garden hose to nice neighbors
so we could have dinner and our showers until the well supply company could
come back the next day with a backhoe and new pump and make the needed repairs. The out-of-town guests who stayed with us the next night had no idea there
had even been a problem. Needless to say, we have a whole new appreciation for
wells and water and those who have the skills and equipment to make them
work—and for good neighbors.
There are a lot of parallels between our experience with our well and the spiritual
experience of Christians. Like transplanted city folks, we Christians can often take
the wellsprings of Christian faith for granted—until we face a problem. Neglected
spiritual lives, like neglected well equipment, can cause problems—not because
God wants to pay us back for not being insufficiently attentive—but because in dry
and difficult times, we need deep wells to draw from. And because, when there
are problems, most of us are not equipped to fix them: then, it is good to have
people with the right gifts to guide us and help us. We also need neighbors who
will help us when we cannot help ourselves. This is what the church is meant to
be in our lives.
What are worship and Sunday School and Bible studies but an opportunity to find
the well, sink our wells deeper, and draw upon the water we need to quench our
thirsty souls? What is fellowship in the church body and service in the community
but one neighbor sharing water with another neighbor? What is the role of
teacher, minister, musician, youth advisor, property committee volunteer and
counter but someone sharing their unique gifts and skills to help someone else find
what they need to be well supplied at the pump? Join us on Sunday and find a
place to serve and a place to be replenished lest your well goes dry at a difficult
time! After all, we need water every day!
See you in church,
Carter and Kerry
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Worship Matters
Upcoming in Worship
September 5:

9:30 a.m. Worship
Sacrament of the Lord‘s Supper

September 12:

Service of the Lord‘s Day at 10:30 a.m.
Sermon Series: ―Characters Welcomed Here: Encounters with People of
the Way‖
Dedication of Sunday School Teachers and Youth Advisors

September 19:

Service of the Lord‘s Day
―Characters Welcomed Here: Encounters with People of the Way‖
Dedication of Choir members

September 26:

Service of the Lord‘s Day
―Characters Welcomed here: Encounters with People of the Way‖
Dedication of Young Children and Worship Story Materials

Preaching Series in September and October
With the help of some local characters, we will meet and learn from some lesser known disciples in the Bible. Come and join us for a series we are entitling ―Characters Welcomed Here:
People of the Way.‖

Music Notes:
What? Summer is over? When did that happen? Calling all singers and ringers: time to get back
in the groove. We are in need of altos in the Chancel choir, so if you are interested, please
contact me or even just show up at the first choir rehearsal on Thursday, September 9th at 7:30
in the choir room ( on the stage in Fellowship Hall). We will also happily accept any other singers as well.
The first Handbell rehearsal will be Thursday , September 23rd at 6:30 PM. If you read music,
know your left from your right, are at least 12 years of age and would like to ‗get a foot in the
door,‘ we can always use subs. Please call me if you are interested. We presently do not have
any permanent openings for ringers, but that could change at any time.
Thank you to all the soloists who provided the wonderful and inspiring music over the summer
months. We have much to look forward to musically in the next few months, so come and be a
part of the fellowship.
Diane Land, Director of Music
610-327-1566
Crafdy1954@comcast.net

Save paper and postage—get your Celtic Cross by e-mail
To receive your Celtic Cross by e-mail, contact the church office at fpoffice@fpcpottstown.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
RALLY DAY FOR ALL AGES!
September 12, 2010– 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School is here and we want to kick it off in style! Come to the Fellowship Hall at 9:15
where tables will be set up with handouts and information for Children and Adults on what the
Sunday School classes have in store for us this year. The Jr. Seekers will entertain us as they
give a presentation about where our offering will be going and Children will receive a small gift
to decorate to help them remember God‘s wonderful gift of creation. Children, your teachers
will be ready and waiting! Adults come hear what is being offered on Sunday mornings and
through the week for adults this fall.
Come kick off the Sunday School year together at Rally Day!
YOU are invited to the annual

CHURCH PICNIC!
Sunday, September 12th
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Please join us for a fun gathering with:
Games for all ages
Good fellowship
Great food
Live music by Michael Kropp before dinner
The deacons will provide chicken, desserts, chips, pretzels and beverages.
What to bring: a side dish to serve
8 people (fruit, salad, veggies, etc.)

It is sure to be an event you won’t want to miss!!

HEAD-TO-HEAD ENCOUNTERS
The game where parents and youth try to “get inside each others’ heads”
Sunday, September 26, 6:30—8:00 p.m.
Teams are made up of a Seeker and one of his/her parents.
(So we know how many questions to make, the deadline to enter a team is Friday,
September 24)
After the game and ice cream sundaes, Seekers will split into junior and senior high groups and
parents will meet with the advisors to discuss upcoming events.
RSVP to the church office if you can attend or be a team.
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Christian Formation Opportunities
ADULT EDUCATION
(Hear more at Rally Day on September 12. All classes begin on September 19)
Forum (Community Room): ―Facing the Skeptics—How Do We Respond?‖
Carter and John Macdonald are joining up to lead this series that looks at the questions that
skeptics—and believers—ask about the Christian faith. Bring your questions—and your resident skeptics—to join the discussion! We will aim less for easy answers and more for an honest and faithful discussion about the tough questions and mysteries of faith
September 19th: ―Don’t You Know There Is A God?‖
September 26th: Aren’t Science and Christianity Incompatible?
Faith and Relationships Class (Library) ―Great Themes of the Bible‖
What are four major themes in the Bible? Join us and find out! Discussion Leaders: Sharon
Trevoy/ Debbie Remelius/Rob Wade.
Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conf. Room): ―Faith in Revolutionary Times‖
Teacher: Rev. Bernarr Rhoades
Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost Room—110) ―Each One a Minister,
Using God’s Gifts for Ministry‖ Teacher: Amy Shutt
This Bible study, based on the book of Ephesians, will help us discover God's call to use our
spiritual gifts in ministry to our church family and our community.
WEEKDAY STUDY
Thursday Women’s Bible Study: Teachers: Max Creswell and Ron Gower
Meets on the first and third Thursdays of the month beginning September 16.
―Sisters of the Way‖: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday beginning September 16. Teacher:
Kerry
Evening Bible Study: Meets the first and third Tuesdays of the month 7:30-8:30 p.m. beginning September 21. Teacher: Carter
Lectio Divina Group: Led by Kerry, this Bible study meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month beginning in October.
Moms’ Circle: Coffee, conversation, and a Bible devotion led by Kerry. This ―moveable
feast‖ meets monthly in different homes. This month we gather at Kerry‘s house on Wednesday, September 23 at 9:30 a.m. Bring your children and they can play while we talk.
E-mail
Kerry for directions at kplester@fpcpottstown.org.
Theology Reading Group: Join Carter as the group which is reading Mere Christianity by
C.S. Lewis. We meet ordinarily on the fourth Wednesdays of the month, but this month we
will meet Wednesday, September 29 at 7 p.m. at Carter‘s house.
Young Adult Group: meets once a month for a pitch-in dinner and conversations of faith.
It will resume meeting in October. If you are interested in finding out when the next meeting
is or have other questions, contact Carter (clester@fpcpottstown.org) or Kerry
(kplester@fpcpottstown.org).
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Children and Youth at First Presbyterian Church
Music and Recreation for Children in Grades 2-5
Calling all 2nd—5th graders! Music and Rec is starting September 22nd. Same time, same place!
4:30 to 5:45 in the Jr. Seeker room. We have new songs, new games, new projects, new friends,
and lot‘s of laughter.
We can‘t wait to see you there!

Third Graders Welcomed to the Lord’s Supper and Worship
Third graders and parents (and any other interested parents and children) are invited to join Liv,
Kerry and Carter for a pizza supper and discussion concerning worship and the Lord‘s Supper on
Sunday, September 26 at 4:30 p.m. at the church. Then, on Sunday, October 3, we will introduce
the children to the congregation and ―welcome‖ them to the Lord‘s Table. This is an important
rite of passage as our young ones join the rest of the church family in celebrating the Lord‘s Supper.
Please ―RSVP‖ to the church office, and call Liv, Kerry or Carter if you have any questions.

Seekers News
JR. SEEKERS
Sept. 12– 4:00 p.m to 7:00 p.m. Church Picnic! Come eat good food, play games, hang out,
and reconnect with your Advisors!
Sept. 26- ―Head to Head Encounters.‖ Sign-up with a parent as you go ―head to head‖ answering questions to see just how well you know them. Ice cream to follow afterward!
Oct. 1st– 2nd LOCK-IN 6:00 p.m. Friday to 9:00 a.m. Saturday
You asked for it...you got it! Dinner, games, mission project, movies, - come get ―locked-in‖ the
church for an awesome night of friends, food, and fun! RSVP Lipskys or Liv
Mike and Mindy Lipsky—610-323-5616 mindylipsky@verizon.net

Sr. Seekers
Sept 12th– 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Church Picnic- Food. Games. Friends. Advisors. - Nuff
said.
Sept. 26th– ―Head to Head Encounters.‖ Find a parent, sign-up, show us what you got. If you
didn‘t get a chance to sign up last year...this is your year...how well do you really know your parents???
Ice Cream and Fall overview to follow...you won‘t want to miss finding out what‘s coming up this
fall!
Advisor Info- John and Lisa Livezey 610-326-0490 ljckal@comcast.net
John and Chris Macdonald– 610-987-0529 ccmacdonald@me.com
Gary and Donna Rhoadmarmer– 610-327-8157 dmrhoady@comcast.net
Dave and Trish Weller– 610-970-6481 tjweller@comcast.net
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Branches of the Vine—Reaching Out with Christ’s Love
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
This year‘s ―Back-to-School Mission Collection will provide school supplies for school children in
Afghanistan. This summer, our Mission Mornings youth helped to pack school kits with the Mennonite Central Committee in Ephrata. They learned that more kits are needed. Here are the
contents of the school kits. Here is what we need and please be precise in purchases (such as
size of notebook, etc. because all kits need to be exactly the same):
4 spiral or perforated notebooks (about 8.5 x 10.5 in. and 70 sheets)
4 unsharpened pencils
1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic, with both metric and standard markings)
12 colored pencils (in packaging)
1 large pencil eraser.
Please bring them to the basket at the foot of the Mission Cross in the front hallway
during August and September.

TUTORS AT BARTH ELEMENTARY
The tutoring program will begin its thirteenth year in October. Last year we had more tutors
than ever, but there are always more children who need mentoring and tutoring than there are
tutors. We ask for volunteers to commit one hour per week. Studies show such a time commitment will have far more influence than you know. Or perhaps, you would like to lead a
monthly book group for a group of fifth graders. Contact Coordinator Karen Keiser and say
“YES, I’ll help!”

COMMUNITY MEALS
On the second Thursday of each month, we provide a free dinner in Fellowship Hall to those in
need in our community (on other Thursdays, other congregations serve the meal in our church).
If you can help cook on a second Thursday, please contact Doreen Duncan. If you can help serve
and clean-up the meal (4:45—6:15), please contact Sara Grim. The more the merrier!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY VOLUNTEERS
Join members of First Presbyterian Church and other community residents in working to turn an
old house in Pottstown into ―as good as new‖ for a poor working family. We try to work on
one Saturday every other month (about 8:15 to 4:00). Skilled labor is not necessary—just a willingness to work. If you are interested, please let Tim Peckham or Carter know.

CROP WALK, SUNDAY AFTERNOON,OCTOBER 10
Please join the CROP walk on Sunday afternoon, October 10 to raise money (through
pledges for each kilometer) to support the Cluster Outreach Center and to feed the hungry
throughout the world. The walk begins and ends at our church. More details next month.
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Fellowship
COMING IN OCTOBER—ANOTHER WED. SPAGHETTI SUPPER!
Join us on Wednesday, October 6 after Music and Recreation or before Committee meetings or
just for an inexpensive night out with good company! Dinner will be served from 4:30 to 6:30 (you
can come and go when best for you). Tickets are $8 for adults and $4 for children. The dinner is a
fundraiser for Prime Timers and Kirkwood Camp Scholarships in 2011. Sign up on the church bulletin board.

PRIME TIMERS—
SEP. (Wed. 22nd) - ―A Portrait of Frank Sinatra‖ at the, American Music Theatre
Meet Church Parking Lot 12:45 p.m. - Show at 3:00p.m.
We will stop for dinner on the way home.
$20.00 per show ticket & pay for dinner separately
Your check to church office by August 31 reserves your seat.
OCT. (Wed. 6th.) - SPAGHETTI DINNER 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
For the Whole Church & Guests (Tickets $8.00 Adults, $4.00 Children 12 & under)
Fund Raiser for Primetimers & Kirkwood Campers Scholarships 2011
NOTE: Primetimers, we need volunteers to help
with this event in kitchen, setup, cleanup, sell tickets
and make desserts. Please contact Sara or Tom.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Come join Carter and other men for fun and fellowship on the second Saturday of each month.
This month we meet on Saturday, September 11 at 8 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We break at 9 a.m.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY—Tuesday, September 21 at 7 p.m.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has knitted and fleece shawls, ready to wrap someone in love and comfort. There are even shawls for new babies, cuddled by the love of this church family. Shawls can
be personalized with a Bible verse and the recipient‘s name. Join the group on the third Tuesday
of the month in the church library. If you would like to help, or know of someone who could use
being ―wrapped in prayer‖ with a shawl, contact Jane Barndt.

Young Children and Worship Dedication
Do you wonder what the children are doing when they leave worship after the Children‘s Sermon? Do you want to know what other churches have come to see when they came to visit
us? Do you know why our own Liv is invited to lead workshops across the country? Come and
visit the ―Young Children and Worship‖ room after worship on September 12 as we dedicate a
complete set of crafted materials for the story time made possible by two generous gifts.
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Women’s Retreat—October 22-23
The Things That Make for Peace
…If you…had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace…
Luke 19:42
We live in an age and a culture which, by its nature and challenges, seems to rob us of our
peace. How do we find peace in such an age? In our time together we will seek to discover the
things that, both individually and collectively, make for peace. Using passages from scripture,
illustrations and stories from other spiritual traditions, and in conversation with each other, we
will explore the nature of peace and how we can apply the lessons learned to our own lives and
circumstances. By taking the time and space to ponder the things that make for peace, we hope
to restore a sense of that ―inner wisdom‖ which is so easily eroded in the living of our daily
lives.
Our returning retreat leader, Gayle Kerr, has been involved in the ministry of spiritual direction
and retreat leadership for the past twenty years. Until June of 2007 when she and her husband
moved to Massachusetts, Gayle served as a Spiritual Director at the Middleton Center at Bryn
Mawr Presbyterian Church. Gayle now resides in Yarmouthport, MA, is the mother of two
grown sons and the grandmother of four grandsons.
Please join us at Mariawald Renewal Center in Shillington from 5:00 p.m. Friday, October 22 to
5:00 p.m. Saturday, October 23. Triple occupancy rate is $60.00 per person and double occupancy is $68.00 per person. Linens & towels are provided and three meals are included beginning with dinner on Friday evening. Scholarship money is available, please talk to Kerry.
Come away to a quiet place and savor the splendor of the autumn season and the fellowship of
other women from our church family. Reserve your space with a check to the church office or
Gina James by October 1, 2010.
Questions? Contact Gina @ 610-367-6067 or gina.james@comcast.net.

Men—mark your calendars! ―Gathering for Guys—the Sequel‖ will be
next spring, April 1-2.

Taste of Ministry Summer Internship
This summer Liz Remelius, a student at West Chester University, worked for approximately
100 hours with Carter, Kerry, and Liv. The internship was intended to give her a taste for ministry as she considers seminary after college. She helped with Mission Mornings, Vacation Bible
School, and summer Seekers Bible studies and movie nights, conducted several faith interviews
with some long-term members, and shadowed Carter and Kerry on some of their pastoral visits. She also participated in worship and attended a Session meeting, and then met with Kerry
and Carter to reflect on what she learned from the summer. A special gift made a paid stipend
possible, but it is hoped that money can be set aside in future budgets to offer this ―taste of ministry‖ to other college students. If you are interested for next summer, talk with Carter or
Kerry.

September 2010
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Church Family News
From the Fulfillment Team
Please keep in your prayers the following people who have been ill or hospitalized or receiving
treatment: Tierra Dobry, Jan Craver, Avery Rose-Craver, LaRue Peters, Morris Rissell, Bob
McDevitt, Virginia Smith, Joe and Jean Faubert, Marion Torrens, Arnold Hatfield and Dick
Ludwick.
We wish for long and happy marriages for Katie Detwiler and A. J. DeNicco who were married at
the Hill School on August 7 and for Brian Duncan and Hannelore Gradinger who were married in
Prairie Village, Kansas on August 21.
Thanks to all those who kept our gardens watered and weeded this summer: Sue and Rick Moyer,
Budgeted
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This time last year:
49, 201 Thanks as well to Barb
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for the
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29: cast 59,
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We, as a
Roseo, Lisa Engle, Marlene
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Karen Keiser, Abi Rose-Craver, Liz Remelius, Victoria
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are…
Remelius, Cecilia Roseo, Torry Dugan, Connor Ferreri, Joe Macdonald, Jean Sweeney, Mike Lipsky, Dave Daniels, Barb Longstreth,
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rey Buckley, Rob and Jenn
Drago,
Will
Shutt, and Anna Kohnken.
our facilities to
support
our
Thank you to all who helped
volunteered
to help with Mission Mornings for our junior high youth:
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Lectionary Readings
For the week of August 30 to September 5:
Jeremiah 18: 1-11, Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18, Philem. 1-21, Luke 14: 25-33
For the week of September 6 to 12:
Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14, 1 Tim. 1: 12-17, Luke 15: 1-10
For the week of September 13 to 19:
Jeremiah 8: 18—9: 1, Psalm 79: 1-9, 1 Tim. 2: 1-7, Luke 16: 1-13
For the week of September 20 to 26:
Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15, Psalm 91: 1-6, 14-16, 1 Tim. 6: 6-19, Luke 16: 19-31
For the week of September 27 to October 3:
Lamentations 1:1-6, Psalm 137, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10
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Budgeted income for the year:
Budgeted income through July 31:
Actual income through July 31:
Income this time last year:

473,060
275,952
240,848
265,468

Budgeted expenses for the year:
Budgeted expenses through July 31:
Actual expenses through July 31:
Expenses this time last year:

473,060
274,148
258,982
269,629

Deficit to date:
Deficit this time last year:

(37,000)
(13,329)

September 2005

Financial Report (through July 31)

Stewardship Note: As you can see we have a significant deficit at this point because envelope
and plate giving are $36,000 below budget to date. If you are in a position to do so, please help
us catch up this September!

Library in Focus
Bruce Feiler

Bruce Feiler is a popular author on faith, family, and finding meaning in everyday life. He is also
the writer/presenter of the PBS miniseries Walking the Bible.
Where God Was Born—takes readers to biblical sites and uncovers little known details
about the common roots of Christianity, Islam and Judaism.
Walking the Bible: a Journey by Land through the Five Books of Moses
--describes one man‘s epic odyssey through the greatest stories ever told.

Walking the Bible: a Photographic Journey—Feiler provides a first-hand panorama of the
desert landscape where the world‘s great religions were born.
Abraham: a Journey to the Heart of Three Faith—tells the powerful story of
Feiler‘s search for the shared ancestor of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Leif Enger

Peace Like a River
This is a stunning debut novel, one that sneaks up on you like a whisper and warms you like a
quilt in a North Dakota winter, a novel about faith, miracles and family that is, ultimately, miraculous. (Courtesy of Publishers Weekly)

So Brave, Young, and Handsome
At turns merry and wistful, romantic and tragic, So Brave, Young, and Handsome is as absorbing as a campfire tale, full of winking outlaws and relentless villains--the sort of story to keep
you on the edge of your seat with hope in your heart. (Amazon.com)
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SEPTEMBER 2010
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

Meal 5 p.m.

4
Worship
with Communion at
9:30 a.m.

12
Rally Day
9:15
10:30 Worship resumes

6
Church
Office
Closed
Labor Day

7

8

9

Cub Scouts
meeting 6:30
p.m.

Prayer 7:15
p.m.
Committees
7:30 p.m.

Meal 5
HENS Parent
Night 7
Choir 7:30

15

16
Bible Study
9:15

13
14
HENS begins

10

11
Men‘s Breakfast, 8 –9
a.m.
Picnic Set-up
9 a.m.

17

18

Picnic 4 pm

Cubs 7
Financial
Peace University 7

Willauer/
Deacons
Meal 5
Wedding Re- Miller WedGirl Scouts 6 meeting 7:30 Choir 7:30 hearsal 6 p.m. ding -3 p.m.
p.m.
Girl Scouts 7

19

20
Cubs 7
Financial
Peace
University 7

21
G. Scouts
6:30
Prayer Shawl
7 p.m.
Bible Study
7:30 p.m.

22

Sun Sch. 9:15
Worship
10:30 a.m.
New Member
Reception @
Lester‘s 4 p.m.

26

27

28
Presbytery
@ Arch St.
10 a.m.

29

Sun. Sch. 9:15
Worship 10:30
3d Graders
Preparation for
Lord‘s Table
4:30
Seekers Head
to Head 6:30

Cubs 7
Financial
Peace University 7

M/R 4:30
Session 7:30
p.m.
Comp
Friends 7:30

M/R 4:30
Theology
Book Group
@ Lester‘s
7:p.m.

23
Bible Study
9:15
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Choir 7:30
Girl Scouts
30
Bible Study
9:15
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Choir 7:30
Girl Scouts

24

25
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