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Worship Matters

October 2 World Communion Sunday
“Lessons of First Peter for Today: | Peter |:13-25”
Welcome of Children to the Lord’s Table
October 9:  “Lessons of First Peter for Today: | Peter 2:1-10”
Commissioning of Mission Workers and Crop Walkers
October 16: “Lessons of First Peter for Today: | Peter 2:11-3:12”
Cherub Choir sings
Congregational Picture of Everyone at the end of worship
October 23: “Lessons of First Peter for Today: | Peter 3:13-22”
Celtic Choir Sings
Apple Fest follows
October 30: Reformation Sunday
Bag Pipes and Dick Clark, Drum Major
Wear plaid if you want! .

Sing the Faith—Give a gift in honor of, or in memory of, someone
important to you

Upon the recommendation of the staff and Worship Committee, the Session has voted to re-
place the Lift Up Your Hearts hymnals with a new songbook, Sing the Faith. The new song-
book is a newer and improved version of Lift Up Your Hearts, with all of the favorites from Lift
Up Your Hearts, and many more singable contemporary songs from the world church. It also
includes several of the songs we sing from inserts in the bulletin through a special license we
purchase. Help us purchase these songbooks with a $15 donation. You can give the book to
the church in honor or memory of someone and a bookplate showing your gift and dedication
will appear in the songbook. All of the dedications from Lift Up Your Hearts will be trans-
ferred to the new books, but we still need to purchase 140 more. Look for the bulletin insert
or contact the church office to make your gift.

Counters’ Corner for October

Thanks to those who volunteered to serve as counters in October: Bill Campbell (head
counter), Sharon Trevoy, Barb Longstreth, and Marion McNey. (If you must miss a Sunday in
October, please recruit a substitute). And thanks to our coordinator, Hank Phillips. If you are
willing to serve as a “counter” one month, please contact Hank or the church office.

Upcoming Events

Spaghetti Dinner—Wednesday October 5, 2011, 4:30 to 6:30

Come and go after work or Music and Recreation or before Committee night for a great meal
that will support Camp Kirkwood and PrimeTimers. Tickets are $8/adults and $4/ children—and
can be purchased on Sundays or during the week from the church office. Friends welcome! Take

out available!
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Upcoming Events, continued from p. 2

CROP Walk and Stockholders’ Meeting—Sunday, October 9

The CROP Walk raises money to feed the hungry, both in Pottstown through the Cluster Out-
reach Center and Community Meals, and worldwide through Church World Service. Walkers
from Pottstown area congregations walk a 10 kilometer route (or a shorter “Golden Mile”) and
recruit others to support their walk.

Please join us for the walk, no matter what age you are, and recruit people to support you at
$.50, $1, or $10 per kilometer—or find another walker to support. The walk begins and ends at
our church. Meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 9. Follow the link to our team
webpage from the church webpage. Questions!? Contact Rob Wade, our CROP Walk coordina-
tor, at rwade@wadegold.com

Then that night at 6:30, the Senior High Seekers will be presenting their
“stockholders report” through video to all those who supported their mission trip to New
York last summer.

Congregational Picture of Everyone—QOctober 16

On Sunday, October |6, one of our professional photographers, Keyai Lee, is going to take a
picture of everyone who is here—all four generations— right after worship in the sanctuary.
Join us for this “family portrait” which will later appear in the Community Room and in our
new picture directory.

Apple Fest, Sunday, October 23 after worship

Stay after worship and follow your nose to the great smell of apples baking on Sunday, October

|6 for the Fun and Fellowship Committee’s third Apple Fest in Fellowship Hall. There will be an
apple pie contest and apple dumplings will be served (plain or with vanilla ice cream). Various
baked items (with apple as an ingredient) will also be on sale. Sign up on the church bulletin board
to enter the contest or to contribute a baked item.

Let us know if you are coming (so we know how many apple dumplings to have) by signing up!

“We are the Church”
Stewardship Dinner and Program, Sun., November 6

Mark your calendars now for our annual fun night of great food, fellowship, and inspiration at 5:30
p.m. on Sunday, November 6.

Following a delicious dinner, we will be treated to a special musical variety program showcasing

the talents of both children’s choirs and a host of Seekers and adults who will display talents you
never knew they had (don’t worry they didn’t either!). A video of all of the people appearing in

“We are the church” pictures (this year’s theme) will be shown as well. The show will be great
for all ages. You will not want to miss it! Dedication Sunday is November |3.
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Christian Education Opportunities: “Seeking Together to Grow
Deeper in Christ to Reach Farther in Love”’

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION—9:15 to 10:10 a.m.

(You can pick up a cup of coffee before class in Fellowship Hall)

e  Forum (Community Room): ‘“Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Everyone Who Ever
Lived”

What does the Bible say about heaven? About hell? (You may be surprised in both cases). .
Visitors welcome!
October 2: Hell

October 9: And the Fate of Everyone Who Ever Lived
A new series begins October 16: “Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years”

e Faith and Relationships Class (Library) “Part of the Family”

Join us for a theological and personal look at our pets. Discussion Leaders: Rob Wade and
Sharon Trevoy.

e Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conf. Room): “Jeremiah: A Man for Difficult
Times” Teacher: Rev. Bernarr Rhoades

o Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost Room—110) “Entering Christ’s
Prayer’” Teacher: Amy Shutt
“Entering Christ’s Prayer” uses selected readings from Luke's Gospel to focus on Christ's life
of prayer and His oneness with the Father. Discover an image of Christ, not born into glory
or crucified in bloodied defeat, but rather more like us, developing a union with God through
constant prayer, contemplation and service.

WEEKDAY OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWING IN FAITH

e Thursday Ladies’ Bible Study: October 6 and October 20, 9:30—10:30a.m.
Teacher: Ron Gower

o “Sisters of the Way” Bible Study: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday. Teacher: Kerry

e Tuesday Evening Bible Study: October || and 25, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Teacher: Carter
e Praying the Scriptures (‘“Lectio Divina’) Group: Tuesday Oct. 4 and 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Leader: Kerry

e Moms’ Time-Out: Wednesday, October 19, 9:30—11:00 a.m. Children welcome. Leader:
Kerry. Contact the church office for location and directions.

e Theology Reading Group: Wednesday, October 26 at 7 p.m. Leader: Carter
The group is the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed.

e Young Adult Group: Saturday, October 15 at Carter and Kerry’s house at 6 p.m. for pitch-
in dinner and conversations of faith. For directions and what to bring, contact Carter or

Kerry. This month’s topic: C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters




The Celtic Cross Page 5

Music and Recreation for Children in Grades 2-5

If you are in grades 2 through 5 and would like to make new friends, sing, and play games, then
join us this fall on Wednesdays from 4:30-5:45. First, Miss Liv will meet you in the fellowship hall
for a time of games and prayer. Then, you will sing with Mrs. B and Mrs. G!

Wed, OCT 5th from 4:30 to 6:30 the Prime Timers are having a spaghetti dinner.
Parents, eat with kids at 4:30 or meet Kids at 5:45 and stay for dinner!

If Fall activities temporarily conflict with Music and Recreation, come join us in November.

Confirmation— 7th and 8th grade

October 2nd from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Creation or “What a Wonderful World”

October 16th from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Fall or “When the Hard Drive Crashes”

October 30th from 5:00 p.m. to 6::00 p.m. Covenant People or “Don’t Make Any Promises
You Can’t Keep”

If a Jr. Seeker event follows, Confirmands are invited to stay and eat pizza before the Jr. Seeker
Event. Please bring $3

Junior Seekers, Grades 6-8: Please RSVP to person in parentheses

October 2nd- 6:30-8:00 p.m. Games, Friends, Colors (Mike and Mindy)

October 9th- Crop Walk- Come walk with the Advisors and your friends as we raise money
to help those who are hungry. (Liv)

October 30th- Jr. Seeker -““Halloween Event” - Wear warm clothes!

Advisor Contact info: Mike and Mindy Lipsky (610-323-5616) Seth and Elisha Rios (716-939-
1030)
Staff: Liv Stewart Robertson (610-326-0620)

Senior Seekers, Grades 9—12: RSVP to person in parentheses please

October 9th— Stockholders’ Movie Night! 6:30-8:00 p.m. Remember to invite your Stock-
holders! An epic workcamp video awaits!

October 29th-30th — Beach Retreat- We are headed to the Ocean City Tabernacle Youth
Center in Ocean City, NJ for a time of relaxing, games, friends, and growing in our faith. (RSVP
Liv asap)

Advisors Contact info: Chris & John Macdonald (610-987-0529), Donna & Gary Rhoadarmer
(610-327-8157), Gwen and Tim Allen (484-947-8298 Gwen) (484-947-8299 Tim)
Staff: Liv Stewart Robertson, ostewart@fpcpottstown.org; 609-651-3062
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Inquirers’ Class for Prospective New Members

If you would like to learn more about the ministries First Presbyterian Church and explore the

possibilities of joining the church, then you are invited to a series of “Inquirers’ Classes” led by
Carter and Kerry. Call them if you are interested, even if you will be unable to attend all of the
sessions. Childcare is available for all of the classes:

Sunday, October 23, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, October 30, 4-6 p.m. in Community Room
Sunday, November 6, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, November 13, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

On November |3, those who are ready to join the church, will meet with the Session and be
received into the membership of the church.

Opportunities for Fellowship (see also p. 3)

Men’s Breakfast, Saturday October 8, 8—9 a.m.

The guys gather with Carter on the second Saturday for food, fellowship, and a devotion. You

will be well fed for the day by this month’s chefs, Rusty Spears and Morry Longstreth.

Prime Timers’ Events and Activities:
Wednesday, October 5, Spaghetti Supper, 4:30 to 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.

Tickets $8 for adults and $4 for children with proceeds benefitting Prime Timers and Camp Kirk-
wood scholarships. Volunteers needed to help with this event in the kitchen, set up, clean up,
selling tickets and making desserts. Contact Tom Hudson or Sara Grim to help.

Labels and Box Tops

The Prime Timers continue to collect Campbell's UPC labels and General Mills Box Tops for the
benefit of Menaul School, a Presbyterian affiliated school in Albuquerque, NM, which provides a
college preparatory education for Native American, Hispanic and Anglo students in a Christian
tradition. These labels and box tops help the school obtain much needed electronic and scien-
tific equipment. Please place your labels and box tops in the envelopes on the bulletin

board.

Prayver Shawl Ministry—Tuesday, October 11, 7 p.m.

Note the change in meeting dates—we now meet on the second Tuesday of each
month. Join us as we knit prayer shawls together. There will be plenty of help—so “experts”
are not required. Completed prayer shawls are shared with church members and friends facing
difficult challenges so that they know they are wrapped in the love and prayers of their brothers
and sisters in Christ. There are even shawls for new babies. If you have questions or would like
to know more, contact Jane Barndt.
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Branches of the Vine - Where Would You Like to Serve?

Camp Kirkwood Work Day: October | (rain date: October 15)
We are sending a crew to Camp Kirkwood to replace windows and do other needed re-

pairs. If you are interested in helping, contact Kerry, Carter, or Tom Zeigler for all of the

details.

Cluster Volunteers and Donations Needed
The Cluster has moved to their new building and has been able to accommodate many more

clients. With the new clients comes the need for more volunteers. Please consider this vol-
unteer opportunity. See www.pottstowncluster.org for more information. The current
pantry needs are: toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning products, personal hygiene products
and pull-ups in sizes 3, 4, 5. The clothing closet is in need of new socks and underwear for
both boys and girls in all sizes. Donations of fall and winter clothing is now being accepted
with a special need for coats, gloves, hats, scarves.

Community Meals, October 13:

On the second Thursday of the month, our congregation serves a meal to those in need .
Volunteers can help with the cooking earlier in the day, or with the serving from 4:45-6:15
p-m. To help with the cooking, contact Doreen Duncan, 610-473-2495 or the church office.
To help with serving the meal, contact Sara Grim at 367-0543 or the church office.

Barth Elementary School Partnership:

Can you give one hour a week to a child who needs a tutor! Volunteers from our church
serve as mentors/tutors at our partner school in Pottstown, Barth Elementary. To help,
contact Karen Keiser (610-754-7076) or the church office.

Deacons’ Bench

Church Work Day, Saturday, October 22,9 a.m. to Noon
On Saturday, October 22, we have our Fall church-wide work day, led by the Deacons. We will

rake leaves , trim hedges, and prepare the gardens for the winter. Bring your tree and hedge
trimming tools and a rake. There will also be an “inside” crew cleaning the kitchen. Sign-up is
on the bulletin board or call Doreen Duncan.

A Word from our Ushers:

Have you ever asked yourself why the Deacon’s usher or why they may ask to walk you to your
seat on Sunday mornings! The answer is simple...part of the mission of the Deacons is to reach
out to the congregation...to not only greet you but to welcome you to worship as well! In life,
it is the little things that make a difference and making a one-on-one personal connection with
both long time members as well as first time visitors is the perfect way to extend the hand of
God...so next time a Deacon asks if they can show you to your seat gladly accept and join in
the passing of the Peace of Christ!

Deacons’ Medical Closet

The Deacons’ Medical Closet has moved its location. You can now find needed medical items in
the attic of the Sunday School wing. If you need an item, just call ahead and Peggy will make
sure it is waiting for you in the office when you come to the church..
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Session Digest

At its September meeting, the Session:

o Approved the baptism of William Keith Dyer, Jr., child of God and son of William K. Dyer, Sr.
and Gwendolyn Lint Dyer, on October 16, 201 1.

o Sang selections from Sing the Faith with the help of Deb Voytko and approved the recommen-
dation of the Worship Committee to: 1) Purchase of Sing the Faith as a supplemental hymnal
for the congregation. 2) Transfer the dedications from Lift Up Your Hearts into the new song-
books.. 3) Give members of the congregation an opportunity to purchase and dedicate these
new hymnals at $15/copy; and (4) Make the Lift Up Your Hearts hymnals available to a church
that can use them.

e Received and approved a brochure developed by Kerry, Craig Duncan, and the Worship
Committee that explains “what we are doing here” in worship and celebration of the sacra-
ments. Approved that up to $500 be spent from the Memorial Fund for copies on heavier
stock to be placed in the pews. Copies on regular paper will be available in the literature
racks and in new member packets for members to take home if they would like to do so.

e Received and discussed the financial report with Treasurer, Michelle Thompson. Agreed that
the congregation should be informed about our current deficit through the Celtic Cross. Ap-
proved payment of two months of the mission allocation.

o Reflected on the past year and listed and discussed “the accomplishments and blessings that
we should celebrate and give thanks for,” as the Session prepares to look ahead and establish
points of emphasis for a new year of ministry.

e Received a report from Mission and approved receipt of the Peacemaking offering.

e Received the news that most of the HVAC replacement has taken place in the newer wing,
but the project cannot be fully completed until backordered parts arrive. As part of the pro-
ject, the church will have a new hot water heater which should result in energy savings since
domestic hot water will no longer be required to be heated by the church’s main boilers.

e Received a report from the Hospitality Committee on feedback from surveys of those who
have recently joined the church, and heard that 19 new members attended the recent recep-
tion at Kerry and Carter’s house.

e Approved promotion of the “Routes of Hope” Run-Walk for the Tierra L. Dobry Foundation.

e Also received reports from the Deacons, Endowment, Fun and Fellowship, Stewardship, and
Spiritual Formation committees.

e Prayer requests from the committees—

Worship: Thanksgiving for the new pew brochure and supplemental hymnal and that they
further strengthen our worship together.

Fun and Fellowship: For a continuing strong turnout for church fellowship activities.
Endowment: Guidance for good investment decisions that honor our donors and congrega-
tion members.

Administrative: That we will have the resources to do the projects we need to do.
Hospitality: For those who will be received into membership in our next set of Inquirers’
classes.

Mission: for the CROP walk and for the Camp Kirkwood work day.

Personnel: For passion and excellence in our staff.

Spiritual Formation: For teachers to inspire our children and children to inspire our teachers.
Stewardship: That we might create sacred moments in the midst of our stewardship efforts.
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Financial Report and a Word from Session

General Fund

Budgeted income for the year: $490,605
Budgeted income through August 31: 327,070
Actual income through August 31: 304,695
This time last year: 283,729
Budgeted expenses for the year: 490,605
Budgeted expenses through August 31: 327,070
Actual expenses through August 31: 306,708
This time last year: 301,164
Deficit to date: ($20,347)
Deficit this time last year: ($31,543)

Because of Hurricane Irene and people being away on vacation, we had a very poor August in
terms of receipts. For those of you who have given faithfully we thank you. For those of us
who may have gotten off track due to the summer travel and holidays, we ask that you please
take a moment this month and review your pledge commitment for 201 |. Thank you!

Church Family News

Please keep in your prayers the following people who have been ill or hospitalized re-
cently: John Davis, Caroline Hoel, Edith McNutt, Jim and Lu Gaut, Jacki Wagner, Jean Sweeney,
Sue Smith, and Gaile Rhoades..

Blessings to Kate Lester and Michael Bacon who are engaged.

We send our condolences to the families of Suzanne McCarrick, Mary Messinger, and Jenny
Watts upon the deaths of their mothers.

Please keep in your prayers Ted and Kay Vogt’s son, Brad, who is serving in Afghanistan, and
his family, who remain in New Jersey. His overseas address is Theodore Bradley Vogt, SSG FOB,
Ghazni, APO AE 09364 TMO Station Commander 430.

People to People Directory (coming next month)

Looking for a plumber or electrician? What about a lawyer or realtor? Or even a babysitter?
The “People-to-People” directory put together by the Hospitality Committee can provide you
with that kind of information—and give you a chance to get the word out about the services
you provide.

Do you want your name in the “People-to-People” directory? If so, please contact the chair of
the Hospitality Committee, Paul Lepard, or Carter Lester.
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Lectionary Readings—Qctober

For the week of October 2 to 9:
Exodus 32:1-14, Psalm 106, | Peter 2:1-10, Matthew 22:1-14

For the week of October 9 to 16:
Exodus 33:12-23, Psalm 99, | Peter 2:18-3:12, Matthew 22:15-22

For the week of October 16 to 23:
Deut. 34:1-12, Psalm 90, | Peter 3:13-22, Matthew 22:34-46

For the week of October 23 to 30:
Josh 3:7-17, Psalm 107, | Peter 4:1-11, Matthew 23:1-12

Music Notes

As leaves fall and the days shorten, the church choirs will spend many hours learning and re-
hearsing new music to make your Sunday service more meaningful. October 2™ is World
Communion and the Chancel choir will sing the lovely , “Take Time To Be Holy.” The follow-
ing Sunday is Mission Sunday and we will sing the appropriate, “Follow Me.” Don’t miss Octo-
ber 16™ when the choir will present a stunning anthem, “All Who Dwell In The Shadow Of
The Lord.” The following week , “Consecration,” by John Ness Beck , will be sung. Our final
Sunday in October is Reformation Sunday, and we will sing Mary McDonald’s new anthem,
“His Grace Will Lead Us Through.” The Chancel choir is also working on music for the Stew-

ardship program in November. You will NOT want to miss that.

The Handbell choir will open their season on Reformation Sunday . That morning they will
play, “Holy , Holy , Holy” and Gary James will accompany them on the trumpet. This Christ-
mas, the Handbell choir will play four anthems in the pre-service music. They are working

hard to learn this extra music.

Don’t forget to thank a choir member ( of any age) for the gift of their time and talent.
Fondly,
Diane Land, Director of Music

Library in Focus—QOne New Book

Calendonia : Legend of the Celtic Stone and An Ancient Strife By Michael Phillips

These two books are really a series about our Scottish heritage, written in a fascinating and en-
gaging story. There is an old Gaelic proverb the author uses, "Remember the men [and women]
from whence you came." It is a story of love and war, history and intrigue, mystery and adven-

ture, winding back and forth between ancient and modern times.
The hero, Andrew Trentham, and the people in his life move through political strife and com-
promise, trying to balance personal and national values. It is a story that draws you in immedi-

ately and involves you in the lives of the characters. In his notes, Phillips describes the "blurry
line between story and history, fact and fiction" as he sees it. These books are a great read and

will keep you guessing the outcome right to the end. Enjoy! —Jane Barndt
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October 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Oct 30 Oct 31 Sunday |
Reformation Mornings
Sunday 9:15 Sun- Camp Kirk-
Wear plaid! day School wood
Conf. 5 Workday
Jr. Seekers Cubs 7 10:30 Wor-
6:30 ship
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
World M/R 4:30 Bible Studies Men’s Break-
Communion Spaghetti 9:15/9:30 fast 8 a.m.
Dinner 4:30
Conf. 5 . Lectio Prayer 7:15 Meal 5 Family Pine-
Jr. Seekers Cubs 7 7:30 p.m. | Committees Bells 6:30 wood Derby
6:30 7:30 Scouts 7
Choir 7:30
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
CROP Walk Bible 9:15
1:30 pm
3:30 B.S.
6:30 Work- Shawl Minis- Meal 5
Cam,j}- Tf"'e try 7:00 M/R 4:30 | Bells 6:30
Clustfrtht Bible Study Deacons Scouts 7
Cubs 7 7:30 7:30 Choir 7:30
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Dyer Baptism Directory | Directory | Directory | Directory | Dir. Pict.
Celtic Choir Pictures Pictures Pictures Pictures | Workday 9
Cong. Picture Moms’ 9:30 | Bible 9:15/9:30 Young Adult
g
Sr.BS. 3:30 Lectio 7:30 [ M/R 4:30 Bcl:llliael;-SBO Dinner @
Conf. 5 Cubs 7 Session 7:30 Choir 7:30 Lesters’ 6
p-m.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Cherub M/R 4:30 Bible 9:15
Choir Sings Compassion-
ate Friends Seekers’
Apple Fest 7:30 p.m. Meal 5 Beach
Senior BThIc(ecél;ogy Bells 6:30 Retreat
Seekers B.S. Cubs 7 Bible Study (0@0Lest;?~lsj’p Scouts 7 (return Oct.
3:30-5:00 7:30 Choir 7:30 30)

7:30 p.m.
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