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Dearly Beloved,
If you have gone to our new website, www.fpcpottstown.org, you may
recognize these words from our ―Worship‖ page:

Q: ―What is the chief purpose of human life?‖
A: ―To glorify God, and enjoy God forever.‖
At the center of a fulfilled and fulfilling life, is the worship of God, the Trinity of love,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Worship is at the center of a our life as a congregation, as we seek to ―glorify
God and enjoy God forever.‖ But as members of the new Worship and the Arts
team discovered when doing their ‗assigned readings‘ in preparation for this new
ministry, many of us are unaware of the theology behind what we do in worship
each Sunday morning. It might be helpful for many of us if we share a couple
thoughts that have come out of those readings.
First of all, ‗why‘ do we worship? An answer to this question could take
up the whole newsletter, but perhaps this short story will give us some food for
thought: ―An elderly woman, having lost her hearing and most of her sight, continued to request a ride to church every Sunday morning. A friend asked her
why she bothered, since she could not hear the sermon, the prayers, or the music. She replied, ‗I go to show whose side I‘m on.‘ Sometimes it is as simple as
that. In a society that is home to people of both no faith and faith in every sort
of deity, we stand to be counted, at least once a week, among the congregation
of Jesus Christ.‖ We want to show that we are on the side of God who is on
our side.
Once we have found our way into the sanctuary of the Lord, we join in a
service that has a particular order, a ‗four-fold‘ order:
1. the gathering of God‘s people
2. the hearing of God‘s Word
3. the response of God‘s people with thanksgiving
4. the sending the people out into the world with a blessing.
This order is gospel-shaped, that is, its movement echoes the structure of the
four gospels: just as Jesus first gathered his community of disciples, so we are
gathered by the Holy Spirit into God‘s beloved community; as Jesus taught and
preached and showed the Word of God, so do we hear the Word in readings,
scripture, and music; as Jesus‘ disciples responded with thanksgiving in words and
deeds of faith, so do we give respond with thanksgiving with a creed, our
prayers, our offerings, and coming to the Table; as Jesus sent his disciples into
the world to be light and salt, so we are sent into the world to be a blessing.
Every Sunday, in the Young Children and Worship room, our youngest
worshippers prepare to worship by hearing the following words: ―This is a special place. It is a special place because God is here. And in this place we have all the
time we need. We can walk more slowly and talk more softly because (cont., p.2)
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(Co-pastors Letter cont.) ...someone might be talking with God, and we don’t want to disturb them.
This is a special place, a place to talk with God, to listen to God, and to hear the stories of God. We need
a way to get ready to be in such a special place with God. You can get ready all by yourself. You don’t
need me to tell you to get ready. Quietness comes from inside you, not from someone telling you to be
quiet. Let’s listen for the quiet.”
As our children are learning to worship God in deeper ways, so may we learn from them
— and model for them — to ever more fully ―glorify God and enjoy God forever.‖
See you in church,
Carter and Kerry

Worship Matters
October 4:

World Communion Sunday
Welcome of Children to the Lord‘s Table

October 11: Service of the Lord‘s Day
Dr. Bruce Main of Urban Promise, Guest Preacher
Commissioning of Mission Workers and Crop Walkers
October 18:

Service of the Lord‘s Day
Celtic Choir sings
Sacrament of Baptism

October 25:

Reformation Sunday
Hamilton Celtic Pipers and Drums: Dick Clark, Drum Major
Wear plaid if you want!
November 1: All Saints‘ Sunday
―Cloud of Witnesses‖ Gallery: if you would like to add to the gallery of saints,
bring to the church office a copy of a photo of someone who has died in the faith.

Dr. Bruce Main of Urban Promise to speak on October 11
Dr. Bruce Main, Executive Director of Urban Promise Ministry of Camden, New Jersey, will
speak to adult Sunday School classes on Sunday, October 11 and preach in worship. Urban
Promise is a ministry that we support with our mission giving. Urban Promise‘s mission is ―to
equip Camden's children and young adults with the skills necessary for academic achievement, life
management, spiritual growth and Christian leadership.‖ It carries out that ministry through after
school programs, summer camps, alternative schools, job training initiatives and a host of other
programs that challenge youth to develop their academic, social, creative, spiritual and leadership
potential. Urban Promise is the largest employer of teens in Camden. Dr. Main, the founding
executive director of Urban Promise is an inspiring speaker and the author of five books. Come
and join us on October 11—and invite your friends to come.

Can you bake bread for Communion?
Would you be willing to bake five loaves of bread for communion on the first Sunday of a month?
If you can help us, contact Ginny Bleyer or the pastors.
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Upcoming Events
Spaghetti Dinner—Wednesday October 7, 2009, 4:30 to 6:30
Come and go after work or Music and Recreation or before Committee night for a great meal
that will support Camp Kirkwood and PrimeTimers. Tickets are $8/adults and $4/ children—and
can be purchased on Sundays or during the week from the church office. Friends welcome!

CROP Walk—Sunday, October 11
The CROP Walk raises money to feed the hungry, both in Pottstown through the Cluster Outreach Center and Community Meals, and worldwide through Church World Service. Walkers
from Pottstown area congregations walk a 10 kilometer route (or a shorter ―Golden Mile‖) and
recruit others to support their walk.
Please join us for the walk, no matter what age you are, and recruit people to support you at
$.50, $1, or $10 per kilometer—or find another walker to support. The walk begins and ends at
our church. Meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 11. For a link to our team
webpage, or to find out how you can raise money ―online,‖ e-mail our CROP Walk coordinator,
Rob Wade at rwade@wadegold.com

Apple Fest, Sunday, October 25 after worship
Do you remember the smells of apple pies baking in our mothers‘ and grandmothers‘ kitchens?
Do you enjoy the taste of apple pie or apple dumplings and ice cream?
Stay after worship on Sunday, October 25 for the Fun and Fellowship Committee‘s first Apple
Fest in Fellowship Hall. Apple dumplings will be served (plain or with vanilla ice cream), various
baked items will be on sale, and there will be apple-themed games for all ages. Johnny Appleseed
will even make a visit. There will also be an Apple Pie Baking Contest. Look for sign-up sheets on
the bulletin board, or in church bulletins.

Stewardship Dinner and “Presbyterians Rock” program, Sun., November 8
Mark your calendars now for our annual fun night of great food, fellowship, and entertainment at
5:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 9.
Following a delicious dinner, we will be treated to ―Presbyterians Rock,‖ a remarkable collection
of musical ―talent‖ ranging from our youngest Cherub choir members to our more ―seasoned‖
adult musicians—with special guest stars! Childcare will be provided for our youngest members,
but we think the show will be great for all ages. You will not want to miss it! Our stewardship
theme this year is ―We Are All Pieces of the Puzzle.‖ Dedication Sunday is November 15.

Church Work Day, Saturday, October 31, 9 a.m. to Noon
The Deacons will get us organized as we get the church grounds ready for winter. See p. 6 for
more details.
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Christian Education Opportunities: “Seeking Together to Grow
Deeper in Christ to Reach Farther in Love”
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION—9:15 to 10:10 a.m.
(You can pick up a cup of coffee before class in Fellowship Hall)
Forum (Community Room)
October 4: ―Total Depravity Isn‘t All That Its Cracked Up to Be—An Introduction to
Presbyterian Beliefs‖ Teacher: Carter
October 11: ―First Presbyterian Church in Mission—through Urban Promise Ministries‖
Speaker: Dr. Bruce Wayne, Executive Director
October 18: ―First Presbyterian in Mission—through Living Waters for the World‖
Speakers: Rick and Sue Moyer and Bill Dupree
October 25: ―First Presbyterian in Mission—through the Presbytery of Philadelphia
Speaker: Larry Davis
Faith and Relationships Class (Library) Leaders: Sharon Trevoy and Debbie
Remelius
Topic: ―The Thoughtful Christian: What Is Happening with Our Economy?‖
Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conference Room) Leader: Rev. Bernarr
Rhoades
Topic: ―Moses‖
Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost Room, Room110) Leader: Amy Shutt
Topic: ―She turned and said to Him, ‗Rabboni‘‖ - reflections on learning, knowing, and turning
based on Mary‘s encounter with Jesus in the garden.
Adult Bible Study (Sanctuary Classroom) Leader: Rob Wade.
Topic: ―Female Imagery in the Bible‖

WEEKDAY OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWING IN FAITH
Thursday Women’s Bible Study: October 1 and October 15, 9:30–10:30a.m.
Teachers: Rev. Max Creswell and Ron Gower
“Sisters of the Way” Bible Study: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday.

Teacher: Kerry

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: October 6 and 20, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Teacher: Carter
Praying the Scriptures (“Lectio Divina”) Group: Tuesdays, Oct. 13 and 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Teacher: Kerry
Moms’ Circle: Wednesday, October 21, 9:15—11:00 a.m. Children welcome. Leader:
Kerry. Meets this month at Amy Shenk‘s house—contact the office for directions.
Theology Reading Group: Wednesday, October 28 at 7 p.m. Leader: Carter
The group is discussing Daniel Migliore‘s The Power of God and the gods of Power.
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Music and Recreation for Children in Grades 2-5
If you are in grades 2 through 5 and would like to make new friends, sing, and play games, then
join us this fall on Wednesdays from 4:30-5:45. First, Miss Liv will meet you in the fellowship hall
for a time of recreation and prayer. Then, you will sing under Mrs. Bathurst‘s direction for 45
min.
Wed, OCT 7th from 4:30 to 6:30 the Prime Timers are having a spaghetti dinner.
Parents, eat with kids at 4:30 or meet Kids at 5:45 and stay for dinner!
The pageant is coming up! Mrs. B is planning an awesome performance this year and we have
lots of parts!
If Fall activities temporarily conflict with Music and Recreation, come join us in November.

Confirmation
We had a great retreat! Props to the Confirmands on their performances! The October confirmation dates are the 4th and the 25th. Remember we meet at 5, have pizza at 6, and seekers
at 6:30. Don‘t forget your homework!

Junior Seekers, Grades 6-8: Please RSVP to person in parentheses
Sunday, October 4th: Scavenger Hunt (6:30) (Liv Stewart Robertson)
Clue: It involves cameras, seekers, and a crazy map. Meet in Jr. Seeker room!
Sunday, October 25: Wilcox Farm (6:30-8:30 pm) (Lipsky)
Hay ride, apple cider, fall colors, corn maze...nuff said. Meet at church.
Advisor Contact info: Ken and Holly Lee (610-574-1563) Mike and Mindy Lipsky (610-3235616) Staff: Liv Stewart Robertson (610-326-0620)

Senior Seekers, Grades 9—12: RSVP to person in parentheses please
Saturday October 11: Bonfire at Macdonalds‘ house. Bring warm clothes. Meet at Macdonalds‘ house. If you need a ride contact Liv. A map will be available on the Seeker table
(Macdonald)
Sunday, October 25: Stewardship Prep
This years Stewardship theme is ―Presbyterians Rock‖ and we are going to ―rock‖ their
socks off. Come participate, both on stage and back stage.
Advisors Contact info: John & Lisa Livezey (610-326-0490), Chris & John Macdonald (610-9870529), Donna & Gary Rhoadarmer (610-327-8157), and Dave and Trish Weller (610-970-6481)
Staff: Liv Stewart Robertson, ostewart@fpcpottstown.org; 609-651-3062
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Inquirers’ Class for Prospective New Members
If you would like to learn more about the ministries First Presbyterian Church and explore the
possibilities of joining the church, then you are invited to a series of ―Inquirers‘ Classes‖ led by
Carter and Kerry. Call them if you are interested, even if you will be unable to attend all of the
sessions. Childcare is available for all of the classes:
Sunday, October 25, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, November 1, 4-5:30 p.m. in the Community Room
Sunday, November 8, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, November 15, 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
On November 15, those who are ready to join the church, will meet with the Session and be
received into the membership of the church.

Opportunities for Fellowship
Men’s Breakfast, Saturday October 17, 8—9 a.m.
The guys gather with Carter on the second Saturday for food, fellowship, and a devotion. You
will be well fed for the day.

Prime Timers’ Events and Activities:
Wednesday, October 7, Spaghetti Supper, 4:30 to 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.
Tickets $8 for adults and $4 for children with proceeds benefitting Prime Timers and Camp Kirkwood scholarships. Volunteers needed to help with this event in the kitchen, set up, clean up,
selling tickets and making desserts. Contact Tom Hudson or Sara Grim to help.

Young Adults Fellowship Group:
Join Carter and Kerry for a monthly gathering in church members‘ homes for fellowship, Bible
study and prayer. We are a moveable feast that meets as busy schedules permit so check with
Carter or Kerry for the next gathering (and welcome Liza and Andy‘s son, Brady!).

Deacons’ Bench
Church Work Day, Saturday, Oct. 31, 9 a.m. to Noon (Raindate—Nov 7)
We will be cleaning up the grounds, trimming hedges, and trimming the mature trees along the
sidewalks. We need tree cutting tools including chainsaws, hedge trimming equipment, rakes—
and trucks. The tree trimming is one of the largest tasks we‘ve taken on to date, so we are
asking for all of the help we can get. We also need a smaller crew to give the kitchen a good
cleaning. If you can help, contact Doreen Duncan (610-473-2495), Cindy Barndt (610-948-3489)
and/or the church office. There will be donuts and coffee—and great fellowship—and a wonderful sense of accomplishment.
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Branches of the Vine - Where Would You Like to Serve?
Crop Walk for the Hungry, Sunday, Oct. 11 Registration at 1:30; Walk at 2:00
Join other Pottstown congregations in walking to raise money for hunger here in Pottstown
and around the world. See p. 3 for more details.
Community Meals, October 8:
On the second Thursday of the month, our congregation serves a meal to those in need .
Volunteers can help with the cooking earlier in the day, or with the serving from 4:45-6:15
p.m. To help with the cooking, contact Doreen Duncan, 610-473-2495 or the church office.
To help with serving the meal, contact Sara Grim at 367-0543 or the church office.
Barth Elementary School Partnership:
Can you give one hour a week to a child who needs a tutor? Volunteers from our church
serve as mentors/tutors at our partner school in Pottstown, Barth Elementary. To help,
contact Karen Keiser (610-754-7076) or the church office.
Habitat for Humanity Work Days:
You do not have to be a skilled carpenter to help, just a willing volunteer. Let us know if
you would be interested in being part of the next work day by contacting Carter, Kerry, or
the church office. We will let you know the next date and time we will be working at Habitat.

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Tuesday, October 13, 7 p.m.
Join us as we knit prayer shawls together. Completed prayer shawls are shared with church
members and friends facing difficult challenges so that they know they are wrapped in the love and
prayers of their brothers and sisters in Christ. There are even shawls for new babies. If you have
questions or would like to know more, contact Jane Barndt.

New Webpage and Newsletter by E-mail
Check out our new webpage. It has lots of new features, pictures, and information that we hope
will be helpful for members and visitors. Sermons are posted on the site and we hope soon to
offer podcasts. The web address remains the same: www.fpcpottstown.org.
Thanks to Sue Moyer, Tom Zeigler, Jim Osborn, Paul Lepard, Jr., and John Macdonald who have
worked with Liv, Kerry, and Carter on redesigning the webpage and getting it ready.
Would you like to receive your Celtic Cross by e-mail rather than by regular mail (and save paper
and postage)? If so, please contact the church office by e-mail: fpoffice@fpcpottstown.org.
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Session Digest
At its September meeting, the Session:
Approved the baptism of Vivian Leigh Kyler, child of God and daughter of Maggie and Bret
Kyler on October 18, 2009.
Retroactively approved the celebration of the Lord‘s supper on the Senior Seekers Workcamp this past July.
Approved Carter taking continuing education leave, October 7-10.
Approved inviting Dr. Bruce Main, Executive Director of Urban Promise Ministries to speak
to Sunday School classes and in worship on Sunday, October 11.
Received the monthly treasurers‘ report and approved transferring $9166 to the Mission fund
for expenditure by the Mission Committee..
As part of a visioning process, listed and reflected upon ―accomplishments and blessings‖ in
our ministry in the past year, as well as ―opportunities and challenges and opportunities for
strengthening and growing our ministry.‖
Elected Rob Wade to serve as the second elder on the Nominating Committee.
Approved the slate of teachers and advisors commissioned in worship on September 13.
Received an update from the Administrative Committee about efforts to repair and move the
air handlers for the HVAC system in the CE wing. The air handlers are presently in the uninsulated attic which causes problems in the winter. Amy Shutt is assisting the Committee.
The Administrative Committee approved repairs for a new circuit board for one of the units,
but all four units in the CE wing will eventually have to be replaced. The Administrative
Committee will also replace the doors leading from the utility room and kitchen into the playyard.
Received a report from the Mission Committee about investigation of a mission opportunity
with Living Waters for the World. Rick and Sue Moyer and Karen Keiser and Bill DuPree
attended training in Mississippi in July.
Approved receipt of the Peacemaking Offering on October 4.
Heard an update on the Martha Porter trust and approved the attorney fees‘ bill which is to
be paid when the church receives funds from the trust.
Received a report from the Christian Education Committee about Rally Day and Vacation Bible School (which had a record turnout of 70 children).
Approved a formation of a taskforce to review our current child abuse prevention policy and
other related child and youth safety issues. Members of the taskforce are to be Michelle
Thompson, Donna Hutchison, John Macdonald, Holly Lee, Kay Vogt, David Kyler, Bob Farra,
Liv, Carter, and Kerry.
Elected Gina James and Ginny Bleyer to be commissioners to Presbytery..
Received reports from the co-pastors, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry, Endowment, Personnel, Hospitality, Worship, Administrative, Stewardship, Fellowship, Christian
Education, and Mission Committees.
Prayer requests from the committees—Worship: wisdom for ways to create a meditative atmosphere for worship without sacrificing the energy of fellowship. Fellowship: that they
might be able to promote good fellowship for all. Admin.: for guidance for the work being
done with the heating system in the CE wing. Stewardship: for a faithful response by the
church this Fall; Hospitality: for the new Inquirers‘ Class. Christian Education: thanksgiving
for Rally Day and prayers for the new year. Mission: discernment with some new mission
projects. Nominating: wisdom.
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Financial Report
General Fund
Budgeted income for the year:
Budgeted income through August 31:
Actual income through August 31:
This time last year:
Budgeted expenses for the year:
Budgeted expenses through August 31:
Budgeted
income for the year:
Actual expenses through August 31:
Budgeted
This timeincome
last year:through Feb. 29:

Actual income through Feb. 29:
Deficit
date:year:
This
timetolast
Deficit this time last year:

Budgeted expenses for the year:
Budgeted expenses through Feb. 29:
Actual expenses through Feb. 29:

$465,564
310,376
307,306
278,895
465,564
$356, 262 307,967
300,415
59, 377 287,915

58, 810
49, 201 ($6859)

($29,354)

356, 262
59, 377
56, 829

Church Family News
Thank you to Rosie Roseo and the Deacons for helping us have so much fun at the Deacons‘
picnic.
Thank you to Bill Dupree, Donna Hutchison and the rest of the Christian Education Committee
for organizing Rally Day and helping to get the Sunday School year off to such a good start.
Thank you to Doreen Duncan and all those folks: Kathy Benning, Jan Rose, Becky Bostwick, Dick
Clark, Susan Deegan-Watson, Dedra Phillips, Jane and John Marshall, Shirley Matzdorf, Patty
Picardi, Barbara Atkinson, Joel Neiss, Bill Dupree and Jeannette Feroe, who did such a good job
tending our gardens this year: Never have the gardens and grounds looked better!
Thank you to Dave Kyler for tackling some repair jobs to help with our future heating bills, to
Amy Shutt for her help in determining to determine the best way to move the air handling units
out of the attic of the CE wing, and to Fred Remelius for his efforts to help the church reduce its
energy bills.
Thank you to Kathy Hazeltine and her family for all that they do for our library. Thank you to
Paul Lepard, Sue Moyer, Tom Zeigler, and Jim Osborn for their help with the new webpage.
Thank you to Bob Hartman, Jr. and Andy Hazeltine for all that they do on Sunday mornings on
the soundboard for church services.
Please keep in your prayers the following people who have been ill or hospitalized recently: Mary Ann Hudson, Ron Gower, Helena Peters, Dottie Melchiorre, Jennie Watts. Peg
Deegan, and Eleanor Jones.
Congratulations to Liv Stewart &Scott Robertson who were married in Michigan.
Blessings on Evan Thomas Temple, child of God and son of Jeremy & Heather Babbony
Temple. and also on Brady Charles Vedock, child of God and son of Andrew & Eliza Vedock.
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Lectionary Readings—October
For the week of September 27 to October 4:
Job 1: 1, 2: 1-10, Psalm 26, Hebrews 1: 1-4, Mark 10: 2-16
For the week of October 4 to October 11:
Job 23: 1-9, Psalm 22: 1-15, Hebrews 4: 12-16, Mark 10: 17-31
For the week of October 11 to October 18:
Job 38: 1-7, Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35, Hebrews 5: 1-10, Mark 10: 35-45
For the week of October 18 to October 25:
Job 42: 1-6, Psalm 34: 1-8, Hebrews 7: 23-28, Mark 10: 46-52
For the week of October 25 to November 1:
Isaiah 25: 6-9, Psalm 24, Revelation 21: 1-6, John 11: 32-44

Nominating Committee Needs Your Help
The Nominating Committee needs your help in suggesting persons whom they may consider
as nominees for elders and deacons. As you reflect on persons whom you believe would
serve well in these offices, please consider some of these characteristics and qualities:
Evidence of grace, compassion, and maturity.
Leadership ability and ability and willingness to express own ideas.
Willingness to learn, readiness to listen, and cooperativeness.
Regular worship attendance.
Participation in other church activities.
Financial support of the church.
Faith and dedication.
Offices or leadership positions in the church previously held.
Ability to follow through on assignments
Availability to attend monthly Session or Deacon meetings and assigned committee
meetings.
Please pass on your suggestions to the Nominating Committee using the forms available in the
literature rack.

Would you be willing to tell us about your hobby or special talent?
The Hospitality Committee would like to help church members connect with each other by
spotlighting one person each month who has a special talent and hobby. Space will be set aside
on a table in Fellowship Hall for physical objects (sewing, quilting, photography, models, etc.) or
you can make pictures of your work. We also want to do a short write-up for each person to
better introduce them to the congregation. If you are interested, contact Tom Becker
(feibecker@aol.com), Tom Zeigler, chair of the Hospitality Committee), or Carter.
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October 2009
Mon

Tue

Wed

Each
week:
Sunday
School
9:15 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
4
World
Communion
Confirmation 5 p.m.
Jr. Seekers
6:30 p.m.
11
CROP Walk
1:30 pm
Sr. Seekers
BonFire
6:30
18
Kyler Baptism

25
Inq. Class
9:15
Apple Fest
Conf. 5
Jr & Sr.
Seekers,
6:30 p.m.

5

6

Cubs 7

Bible Study
7:30 p.m.

12

13

Cubs 7

Shawl Ministry
7:00
Lectio 7:30

7
M/R 4:30
Spaghetti
Dinner 4:30
Prayer 7:15
Committees
7:30
14
Endowment
8:30 a.m.
M/R 4:30
Deacons
7:30

19

20

21
Mom‘s Circle 9:15 a.m.

Cubs 7

Bible Study
7:30

M/R 4:30
Session 7:30

26

27

28

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Bible
9:15/9:30
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Choir 7:30
Scouts 7

2

3

8
Bible 9:15

9

10

15
Bible
9:15/9:30
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7
Choir 7:30

16

17
Men‘s Breakfast 8 a.m.

22
Bible 9:15
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7
Choir 7:30

23

24

29
Bible 9:15

30

31

Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7
Choir 7:30

M/R 4:30
Cubs 7

Lectio 7:30

Compassionate Friends
7:30 p.m.

Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7
Choir 7:30

Outside
Workday
9 a.m.
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