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Arise my love…and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come…”
(Song of Solomon 2:12)

3

It’s May! What better month to talk about flowers, specifically, flowers in the
sanctuary? In the Christian tradition, the practice of bringing flowers into the sanctuary dates back to the 4th century when monasteries grew flowers for decoration
of the church. Imagine how the flowers of the field brightened those cold, dark,
windowless spaces, as worshippers brought jewels of creation from the outside, in!

Spiritual Forma- 4
tion Opportunities

But sanctuary flowers are more than decoration. Sanctuary flowers are also love
gifts. Remember when you were in love and gave flowers to One you love? Flowers in the sanctuary are ways of saying “I love you” to God, whom we come to be
with and adore in worship. That’s why the flower dedication always begins “given
to the glory of God…”
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But sanctuary flowers are more than love gifts. They are also a symbol, something
that points beyond itself to something or someone unseen. Sanctuary flowers
point to the One who created all things. Though “no human eye can look upon
God and live,” we can gaze in wonder at the handiwork of God in creation, and
think about the Creator: what better place to do that than in the sanctuary of the
Lord?
But sanctuary flowers are more than a symbol of the Creator. They are also an
affirmation of faith in the abundant life, the resurrection life, we are given in Christ.
In every season, even in the cold and dark of winter, even in the grief and sorrow
of death at funerals, sanctuary flowers hold forth the beauty and delight of life with
God. They declare with the psalmist, “You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (16:11)
But sanctuary flowers are more than an affirmation of faith. They are also an exhortation to all who look upon them to “Consider the lilies of the field…do not
worry about your life...Your heavenly Father knows what you need. Seek first the
kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be added unto
you.” (Matthew 6: 25-33) Sanctuary flowers are an exhortation, and an assurance
of God’s providential care.
If you would like to know more about how flowers get into the sanctuary on Sunday mornings read “Worship Matters” in this newsletter, and pick up an information sheet from the church office or the literature racks in the lobby.
Gladly,
Kerry and Carter
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Worship Matters (see more on p. 9)
Sunday School at 9:15; Worship at 10:30
May 6

Service of the Lord’s Day
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

May 13

Service of the Lord’s Day
Celtic Choir sings

May 20

Service of the Lord’s Day
Rev. Barry Moyer preaching
Cherub Choir sings

May 27

Service of the Lord’s Day
Pentecost
Wear something red to celebrate the birth of the church!

Music Notes
May is a month that makes the heart sing. The Chancel Choir is delighted to present uplifting and
joy-filled anthems this month. We begin with Craig Courtney’s communion anthem, “The One.”
That same Sunday , the Handbell Choir will play their final anthem for the season, “Great is Thy
Faithfulness.” May 13th is Mother’s Day and the Chancel Choir is honored to be joined by the
Celtic Choir on John Rutter’s beloved, Look At the World. The following Sunday, Don Besig’s
spiritual style anthem, “Lord Can You Hear Us Praying?” will make you want to sing along. Our
final Sunday in May, which is Pentecost, will showcase, “This Little Light of Mine,” by Helvey, which
you may remember from the Stewardship dinner program last fall.
Many thanks to the Chancel Choir for their many hours of practice which resulted in stunning music during Holy Week, as well as for their help in moving pianos, chairs, and setting up music and
bell tables. The list is endless. I also want to thank Gary James who set up camp at the church ,as
he played trumpet at many services during Lent and on Easter morning. Thanks to Dan Foust, joining us on tuba at Easter, Nick Osborn, who played trumpet at the early service, Cindy Foust for
playing keyboard on the introit on Easter, and Scott Sample who played hymns and the “Hallelujah
Chorus” on piano. Also thanks to Deb Voytko and Jo Ann Bathurst for their enjoyable musical additions.
The choir season may almost be over for this year, but the summer will bring surprises and musical
delights. If you play an instrument or would like to sing this summer, please contact me in the next
few weeks , so I can work you in the summer music schedule. All ages are invited. And if you
have been thinking about joining choir, the perfect time is next fall. We will begin right after Labor
Day, and no, you don’t need to audition, and yes, we will have a robe for you! Call or email me.
Happy May!
Diane Land,
Director of Music
Crafdy1954@comcast.net
610-327-1566
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Upcoming Events
Deacons’ Blood Drive, Wednesday, May 2, 4—8 p.m. at the Church
Join us in giving the gift of life as Miller-Keystone’s bloodmobile will once again be visiting our
church. To save waiting time, appointments are required. To make an appointment, or if you
have any questions about your ability to give blood, contact Jeannette Feroe of the Deacons,
jen01565@yahoo.com

“All Daughters” Supper, “Run for the Roses,” Sunday, May 6, 5:30 p.m.
Come join your church “sisters” for the celebration of the Kentucky Derby with traditional food
and, in the spirit of Kate and Pippa Middleton, decorate a hat to wear in our own “Run for the
Roses.” All women are welcome from ages 1 to 101, and guests are welcome as well. Please bring
your own hat (and hot glue gun) if possible. We will provide decorating materials. Deadline for
reservations is April 29. Sign up in the church bulletin, on the bulletin board, or by contacting the
church office. Dinner will be provided by the Fun and Fellowship Committee.

Strawberry Fest, Sunday, June 10
Strawberries, ice cream and cake—what a great way to begin the summer! Following the 10:30 a.m.
worship service on Sunday, June 10, come downstairs to Fellowship Hall for some delicious refreshments. This event, sponsored by the Deacons, will provide a time for fellowship before the beginning of the summer schedule and vacations.

Acorns of Faith Summer Luncheon
Sunday, June 24, following worship
The Endowment Committee is hosting an Acorns of Faith summer luncheon at the church on Sunday, June 24 following worship. If you would like to meet representatives of Glenmede
Trust, the investment company that manages our endowment
fund, if you are an “Acorn of Faith” who has already made a
commitment to contribute to the Endowment fund, or if you
would like to know more about how you might give a gift that
will help ensure a strong future for First Presbyterian Church’s
ministry, please join us. Speakers from Glenmede will be sharing ideas about planned giving and will offer attendees the opportunity to learn more about Glenmede, current market conditions, and how our endowment is invested.
If you agree with the following:
 I believe that all I have is a gift from God.
 I believe that giving enables our church to be the light in the community.
 I believe that my giving will enable future generations to know Jesus Christ….
...Then perhaps you should consider being a planned giver! Please RSVP to the church office by June
15. If you have any questions, please contact Patty Picardi at patriciapicardi@comcast.net or 610970-8555.
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities
Adult Education Opportunities


Forum (Community Room)
May 6: Global Mission: Report from Haiti
Church members Rev. Barry Moyer and Kass Moyer will share their experiences from
ten years of ministry in Haiti.
May 13 and 27: Faith and Film with Carter
Join Carter to see excerpts from Les Miserable, Dead Man Walking, Grand Canyon,
Schindler’s List, Shawshank Redemption, and The Mission and discuss the Biblical passages
they illustrate and faith issues they raise.
May 20: Stories of Reconciliation from Rwanda
Blake Wrigley, grandson of Al and Marlene Wrigley, and a graduating senior from
Messiah College will talk about his time in Rwanda studying efforts to build reconciliation following the Rwanda massacres among ethnic tribes.



Faith and Relationships Class (Library) Teachers: Sharon Trevoy and Rob Wade.



Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conference Room) Teacher: Bernarr Rhoades
Topic: “Does God Speak to Us?”
May 6: Spiritual Adultery
May 13: Honesty and Integrity
May 20: Be Truthful and Honest



Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost room)
Teacher: Amy Shutt. Topic: “Entering Christ’s Prayer”

Weekday Opportunities


Thursday Ladies’ Bible Study: Meets on Thursday, May 3 and 17 from 9:30–10:30.
Teachers: Max Creswell and Ron Gower



“Sisters of the Way”: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday. Teacher: Kerry



Evening Bible Study: 7:30—8:30 PM on Tuesday, May 29. The Bible study will not meet
on May 8 or 22. Teacher: Carter



Praying the Scriptures Group (Lectio Divina) 7:30—8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1 and
15. Teacher: Kerry



Moms’ Time-Out: Meets on the third Wednesday of the month, May 16, 9:30 to 11:00.
Teacher: Kerry. Children welcome. In May, we meet in Mindy Lipsky’s home. If you need
directions, contact Mindy or the church office.



Theology Reading Group: Next meeting is Wednesday, May 30 at 7:30 p.m. at Carter’s
house. To find out what we are reading, contact Carter.
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Seekers News
Junior Seekers
Thursday, May 10th– Community Meals Meet from 4:30 to 6:15 in Fellowship Hall to
help serve the hungry in our town. RSVP Liv
Sunday, May 20th- “Hands” 6:30-8:00 Seekers will be leaving their mark as we paint our
hands on the Jr. Seeker wall.
Senior Seekers
Sunday, May 6th– Coffee House 6:30-8:00 p.m. Meet in the Sr. High Room
Sunday, May 20th– Workcamp Preview– after church –Bring grubby clothes! Lunch
will be served.

Mark your Calendars! The “Advisor Appreciation End-of-Year Picnic”
is
Sunday, JUNE 3rd, 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
We will gather at the church for fun and food as we say THANK YOU to our advisors for all
their time, love, and care through the last year. We will say good-bye to graduating senior
seekers and good-bye and hello to eighth graders rising to ninth grade. Please bring a side
dish/salad for 8, to share. RSVP to the church office.

Workcamp Participants—Mandatory Meeting After the Picnic on June
3rd
All Seekers going on this year’s workcamp and parents of first-time participants need to attend this meeting to learn details about this year’s trip and sign the covenant and other paperwork. This meeting is brief but mandatory. Contact Liv if you think you have a really,
really good reason for missing the meeting.

CONFIRMATION
May 4 and 5– Confirmation Retreat at Mensch Mill! Meet at the church at 6:30 p.m. We will
be back at church on Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
May 16th– Confirmands meet with the Session at 7:30 p.m. In the Community Room.

SAVE THE DATE- Vacation Bible School—July 30 to August 3rd
Mission Mornings, August 6 to 10 ( Junior High Youth)
Jr. Seekers, Mission Mornings returns in August! Mark your calendars! We will be returning to
some of our favorite places like Barth and Broad Street Ministries and experiencing some new ones!
Contact Liv Stewart at ostewart@fpcpottstown.org or call her at the church : 610-326-0620.
Parents, we will need some drivers to help escort us. If you are able please see Liv!
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Welcome Our Newest Members
Betsy Brown, 12 Windsor Ct., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 845-454-2639
Betsy has been a long time member of a NYS Presbyterian Church but has lost contact in the
last several years. Though she works at least 40 hours a week and serves on several not-forprofit boards back home (in addition to being a trustee for her Community College), it doesn’t
take much for her to pack up her two shih tsus and head to Pottstown to spend time with
daughter Kathi Lurie and family! She feels like she has already been accepted as an “unofficial”
member of the church family—this is just making it official.
Brian and Lori Biesecker, 37 Autumn Lane, Royersford, PA 19468 610-495-4554
Brian and Lori are the parents of three beautiful daughters, Devon, Logan, and Brilan. Lori has
been a second grade teacher for 12 years in the Upper Merion School District. She enjoys being with family and friends and traveling. Brian is a painter with a painting company in Malvern.
He enjoys watching sports, running and golf.
Jacob and Tara Erickson, 1868 Glen Eagles Dr., Pottstown, PA 19464 484-300-4731
Jake and Tara are originally from this area and have recently moved back from Phoenix, Arizona
where Jake was completing his emergency room medicine residency. Tara is a registered nurse
and had practiced in various nearby hospitals. They recently welcomed their new baby girl Ava
to their family with son Gabriel who attends HENS preschool.
John and Adele Kathman, 241 Wedgewood Dr, Pottstown, PA 19465 610-469-0566
Adele is joining First Presbyterian Church by letter of transfer from Ridley Park Presbyterian
Church. John is a retired structural engineer who enjoys working with radio-controlled model
airplanes and boats.
Yvonne O’Dea, 308 Fox Trail, Royersford, PA 19468 610-636-3634
Yvonne lives in Royersford with her husband Marty and children Conor and Teagan. She has
been teaching music in the Spring-Ford School District for 16 years and currently directs the
high school choirs. Yvonne is thankful to her friend Sandy White for inviting her to First Presbyterian Church and is looking forward to getting to know her church community.
Jessica Schaeffer, 441 Johnson Street, Pottstown, PA 19464, 267-772-0069
Jessica is excited to join the church and be baptized. She has two children, Caden and Chelsea.
Phil and Kimberly Wheeles, 666 Beechwood Ave., Pottstown, PA 19464, 610-3230515
Philip and Kimberly have been living in the Pottstown area for the past 6 years. Phil and Kim
have a 7 month-old son, Landon, who they are excited to bring up in this church family. They
both currently work at Renaissance Academy Charter School (“RA”) in Phoenixville; Kim is a
2nd grade and lead teacher and Phil is an User Support Technician. Kim is very involved in RA
school activities, as well is the secretary of the West Chester Alumni Dance Association. Phil
enjoys soccer and gaming, and even started a Gamer’s Club for the middle and high school students at RA. Being part of a Presbyterian church family is very important to them and they look
forwards towards their new faith journey together.

Put names with faces with the pictures on the bulletin board
outside of the church office!

May 2012

Page 7

Salt and Light
A monthly look behind the scenes at the mission and ministry of FPC
This month: The Friends of Los Ninos
Several years ago I had the opportunity to meet Claude Wilson in San Diego, and to travel with
him to an orphanage for abandoned children in Tijuana, Mexico. My eyes were opened to the
great need there, and to the dedication that Claude and his loyal group of volunteers have to
these children. Today this ministry continues as the “Friends of Los Ninos” provides support to
several orphanages in the Tijuana area. The Friends of Los Ninos is a non-profit corporation of
volunteers that understand their mission to be the care and nurture of orphaned, abandoned, and
sick children in Mexico. Their mission also states that “Therefore, we as Christians have a duty to
provide shelter, nourishment, education, and physical and social development within a loving environment”. First Presbyterian’s mission donations to the Friends of Los Ninos is used “dollar for
dollar” to purchase food, supplies, and medicine in Tijuana to distribute to local orphanages.
The question that is often asked of Claude is: Why do you go on doing this? He answers: “We
are a small number of volunteers who devote countless hours of time, energy, and money to this
mission. The answer is neither simple or rational. But I am enabled by others who are involved
in similar ministries. Are they often frustrated? Yes. But they continue on. Our answer is basically: Because there are so many children who need help.” Your contributions to the
church enable us to support this vital ministry.
God’s Blessings to the Friends of Los Ninos,
Barbara Longstreth, Chair, Mission Committee

Fellowship (see details for All Daughters’ Supper on p. 3)
Men’s Breakfast—Saturday, May 12 at 8 a.m.
Come join Carter and the guys for breakfast and fellowship on Saturday, May 21. We begin at 8
a.m. and are out by 9 a.m. If you have questions, see Carter.

Young Adults — Friday, June 22 at Carter and Kerry’s house, 6:30 p.m.
We gather at Carter and Kerry’s house, 1168 Crestwood Drive, for a potluck dinner and discussion. If you have questions, need directions, want to find out what to bring, or want to know
what we will be discussing,, contact Carter or Kerry.

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Tuesday, May 8 at 7 p.m. in the library.
Prime Timers
May 9, 2012, 4:30-5:30 p.m.: “Getting to Know You” Share ice cream and conversation
with the children of Music and Recreation. Look for your invitation in the mail
May 15, 2012: “Jonah” at the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster. The carpool leaves the
church at 10 a.m. Bring something for lunch before the show. We will go for dinner after the
show.
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Session Digest
At its April meeting, the Session:
 Shared joys and concerns.
 Joyfully heard the statements of faith of new Deacons, Tim Peckham, Bill Wilson, Abi RoseCraver and Scott Geyer, and heard what they learned during officer training. The Session
unanimously approved their “examination.” The Session then appointed a commission to
meet with new Deacon Cindy Collins since she was out of town. All Deacons and Elders will
be ordained and/or installed April 29.
 Approved the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the Confirmation retreat.
 Approved the choir from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan to sing
in worship on July 1. They will be staying in our church that Saturday as part of a youth choir
tour.
 Heard that the Session minutes were approved by Presbytery without exception. Well done
Clerk of Session, Ron Gower!
 No monthly financial reports were yet available as the fourth week of receipts had not been
finalized. Reports will be distributed to Session members as soon as available and monthly allocations for capital improvement and mission for two months will be made at May’s Session
meeting.
 Approved another invitation being extended to church members to purchase a “Sing the
Faith” songbook in honor or memory of someone in time for Mother’s Day. The Worship
Committee hopes to add 40-50 more songbooks.
 Approved the expenditure up to $14,000 from the Capital Improvement fund for stucco replacement on the dormers and approved the expenditure of up to $4000 for steeple repointing and miscellaneous concrete work.
 Approved the recommendation by the Endowment Committee concerning the maximum level
of alternative investments permitted by the church’s portfolio manager, Glenmede.
 Heard a report of an upcoming Acorns of Faith luncheon and received the reports of Deacons
and the Admininistrative, Fun and Fellowship, Hospitality, Mission, Spiritual Formation, and
Worship committees.
 Gave guidance to a taskforce that will write up Session by-laws as called for in the new Book
of Order.
 Approved for a Rebuilding Together Pottstown exploration group to meet monthly at the
church.
 Expressed gratitude for those Elders rotating off Session: Gina James, Paul Lepard, and Scott
Sample.
 Prayer requests by the Committees: For the confirmation retreat; thanksgiving for Karen
Keiser’s service as coordinator of our tutoring/mentoring program at Barth Elementary, for
new outreach ideas for Hospitality, for upcoming fellowship events to strengthen our church
family ties; for major building projects to be completed; for Peggy on Administrative Assistant
Day, and for the elders rotating off Session.

Counters’ Corner
Serving as head counter this month is Jane Neiss, except for May 27 when Bill Campbell is serving
as head counter. Also serving as counters are Bob and Barbara Lisi and Kathy Benning. Thank
you all—and to Counter Coordinator Hank Phillips and Financial Secretary, Don Trevoy.
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Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill or hospitalized or have
been receiving treatment recently: John Davis, Mary Ann Hudson, Jane Marshall, Peg
Deegan, Frank Queen, Paul Lepard, Jr., Suzanne Fritsch, Lisa Bush, Fred Winter,
Anna Chilton Nancy McDevitt, and Walter Desiderio.
We offer our condolences to the family of Caroline Hoel and to Dave Hofmann and family upon the death of his mother.
Baptized recently were Gabriel Michael Erickson and Ava Jean Erickson, children of God
and son and daughter of Jacob and Tara Erickson and Jessica Ann Schaeffer and also Evan
Michael Deegan, child of God and son of Michael and Jane Deegan.
Thank you for a job well done to outgoing Elders, Paul Lepard, Gina James and Scott Sample and to outgoing Deacons, Herb Barndt, Debbie Remelius, Donna Rhoadarmer and
Eileen Wade as well as youth deacons, Cassidy Collins and Tunde Oladipo.
Thank you Marcia Zeigler and Dominic DeRenzo and their kitchen clean-up crew, and to
Dave and Doreen Duncan and their outdoor crew, including Cub Scout Pack #146, for all of
the work done on the church work days. Thanks to Gary James, Leanne Campbell, Daniel
Foust, Scott Sample, Deb Voytko, Diane Land, JoAnn Bathhurst and all of our choirs
and instrumentalists for the glorious music we enjoyed in Lent and at Easter. Thanks to
Andy and Michael Hazeltine and Bob Hartman for setting up the sound and video for the
worship services. Thanks to all who participated in the prayer vigil and our “vigil tenders,” Tom
Zeigler and Nick Osborn and Paul Lepard and Haley Weller.. Thanks to Debbie
Remelius and the members of the Fun and Fellowship Committee for organizing the progressive
dinner, and to dinner hosts, the Genthers, Shallcrosses, Duncans, Wrigleys,
and
Barndts!

Worship Matters
“HOW DO FLOWERS GET INTO THE SANCTUARY?”
First, find a date. Peggy Cressman, our church secretary, maintains a Flower Calendar. Give
her a call and talk about open dates. Or, periodically the Flower Calendar will appear in the lobby
on Sunday mornings. When it does, pick a date and sign up. We’ll follow up.
Second, find some flowers. If you, like the monks, grow flowers, you can arrange your flowers
in the church’s plastic liner cups and bring in the work of your hands. Or, if you would like to order flowers from a local florist, you will find a list of recommended florists with contact information in the literature racks, or in the church office. Or, if you would like to make a contribution of
any amount to the Deacons’ Assistance Fund, you can ask the church office to put our silk arrangements in the sanctuary for worship. (Checks are payable to the Deacons’ Assistance Fund.)
Third, find the words you want to use to dedicate the flowers. The flowers are given to God,
so dedications generally begin with something like “given to the glory of God…” Sometimes the
gift of flowers is prompted by thanksgiving for a special occasion or person, or a profound spiritual experience, and so the dedication might continue with words like “with thanksgiving for…”
or “in memory of…” or “in honor of…” When finding your words, remember these are God’s
love gift, meant to give glory to God and not to ourselves.
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Lectionary Readings
For the week of April 30 to May 6
Acts 8: 26-40, Psalm 22: -31, I John 4: 7-21, John 15: 1-8
For the week of May 7 to 13
Acts 10: 44-48, Psalm 98, I John 5: 1-6, John 15: 9-17
For the week of May 14 to 20
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, I John 5: 9-12, John 17: 6-19
For the week of May 21 to 27
Acts 2: 1-21, Psalm 104: 24-34, Romans 8: 22-27, John 15: 26-27
For the week of May 27 to June 3
Isaiah 6: 1-10, Psalm 29, Romans 8: 12-27, John 1: 1-17

Families Forming Faith
Welcome to the new “Forming Families” corner!
After 20 years of research, Mark Devries, creator of Youth Ministry Architects, has come to conclusion that the most influential people on the faith of a child or youth is the parents. Sometimes
knowing how to share our faith or find ways to help children and teens grow in their faith can feel
overwhelming. We want to encourage families as they walk with each other in the life of faith and
give concrete ways families can come together to grow as a Christian family. Look here each
month for fun, formational ideas to help you and your family grow in faith together.
IDEA #1
Have a family dinner ritual– It could look something like this!
(Remember to include the children in each aspect. They learn by hearing, seeing and
doing!)
Light a candle
Take turns reading a piece of scripture– psalms are a great place to start! (Fit the length of the
passage to the age of your children)
Share your joys and concerns from the day– pray for each other after you have shared them. Ask
God to be with you in your highs and your lows.

Deacons’ Bench: News from the Cluster
Some astonishing facts: The Cluster served 16,355 people with food in 2011, a 36% increase
over the past year. The Cluster is in the top ten in terms of number of people served among the
500 food pantries in seven counties serviced by PhilAbundance. 62% of all staff time at the Cluster
is provided by volunteers!
The Cluster can now help you recycle electronics waste that can no longer be put in
trash containers. Drop you computers and other electronic waste at the “E-Recycle” bin behind
the Cluster or contact Penguin Green at 610-970-0942 to schedule a pick up. Penguin Green can
even do data destruction if that is a concern. You can help the environment and the Cluster!
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