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Grace and peace to you, through our Lord Jesus Christ!
In a couple of weeks, the cloth on the communion table will turn from the green
of ordinary time, growing time, to purple, the color of the church seasons of
preparation, in this case, Lent. In the early church, Lent began as a season of
preparation for believers who wanted to be baptized. From the second century,
baptisms were administered once a year, on Easter Sunday, as believers turned
their back on the old life and were raised to new life in Christ. The early Christians understood that moving from the old life into the Christian life does not happen overnight; it takes time, and attention, and will, to shed the old life and clear
the way for the new. So before they could be baptized, they had to fast, and pray,
and prepare.
The pattern for a 40-day season comes from Moses, and Elijah, and especially Jesus, who entered into periods of spiritual focus and discipline, even testing, as they
prepared for their life with God. In their time of preparation, they fasted, emptied
themselves of distractions and things that made them ‘flabby’ in spirit; they prayed,
faced their human frailties, confessed their sins, got ‘cleaned out, cleaned up;’ they
exercised their spirits and got stronger. In short, they were honed in spirit, made
fit, ready to embark on the journey with God into fullness of life.
Over time, it became clear to early Christians, as it is all too clear to us Christians
in the 21st century, that following Christ into fullness of life takes more than one
season of preparation. This is how it goes for us in the Christian life: in one season we are earnest and resolved to following the Way of Christ, and in another
season, we get flabby in spirit, lagging behind or falling away. The cycle of the
church seasons expresses what we all know to be true: as long as we live in mortal flesh, we need times of turning again to what is essential, to focus and strip
down and strengthen our will, time to die again to the old life so that we can rise
again to new life in Christ.
And so, the cloth on the table will turn to purple, and we will turn inward, trying
to focus again on what is essential to our souls. How will we do this? You decide.
Find ways to turn from your old life towards Christ. Find your way to pray daily –
use devotional materials provided in the lobby, read the Essential 100 texts. Find
your way to fast, to strip excess from your life --whether food, or activity, or
noise, or possessions. Find a way to exercise your faith – serve or study or share
your faith, in Lenten school (see p. 3), or outreach, or small groups of Bible study
or prayer. Not because God will not admit you to the kingdom if you don’t, but
because you will be better able to make the journey to the kingdom if you do.
Here is a prayer we have found meaningful as we turn towards Lent: (see p. 9)
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Worship Matters
Sunday Morning Schedule:
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Service of the Lord’s Day (in the sanctuary)
11:45 Fellowship Time (in the Fellowship Hall)

Upcoming in Worship
February 3 – Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Sermon Series: “The Essential 100 Bible Readings: The Cross of Christ
February 10 -- Service for the Lord’s Day
Sermon Series: “The Essential 100 Bible Readings: The Church is Born”
Scout Sunday
Cherub Choir sings
Wednesday, February 13, Ash Wednesday Service
7:30 p.m. in the Community Room. See p. 3 for more details.
February 17 – Service for the Lord’s Day
Service led by the Honduras Mission Trip participants
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
February 24 – Service for the Lord’s Day
Sermon Series: “The Essential 100 Bible Readings: Paul to the Churches”
Celtic Choir Sings

Music Notes
The Chancel Choir will open February with an old , beloved chestnut, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” On February 10th, we will celebrate God's love as we sing Lee Dengler's, “Put On
Love.” February 17th will be a double delight as Jesse Shutt will sing the bass aria from Mendelssohn's Elijah: “Draw Near All Ye People,” and then the choir will follow with “Cast Thy Burden
Upon the Lord.” The final Sunday in February will showcase Joseph Martin's charming , “The Garden Path.”
The Handbell choir will play, “What Wondrous Love” at the offertory on February 17th, as Lent
begins. They have been working hard to learn a new piece for Palm Sunday. We are looking for
handbell substitutes. If you are interested and would like to learn and join the fun, please email or
call me or call Peggy at the office and she will let me know.
The choir will be busy this month , not only preparing for Easter but also putting on a Lenten
meal. New choir member Ron Tonnesson will be soloing at the Ash Wednesday service on the
13th and Leanne Campbell will be playing flute. If you would like to sing with the choir at Easter,
now is the time to come to rehearsals. Choir meets Thursday evenings at 7:30 ( on the stage) and
Handbell choir meets at 6:30 in the choir loft.
—Diane Land - Director of Music
Crafdy1954@comcast.net
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Lent at First Presbyterian Church
Ash Wednesday Service: February 13, 7:30—8:15 p.m.
During Lent, we prepare ourselves for Christ’s death and resurrection. We begin the season on
Ash Wednesday with a quiet time of reflection and worship in the Community Room. We will
mark ourselves with ashes, the sign of our human weakness and mortality, and we will remember
God’s unfailing grace and mercy shown to us in Jesus Christ.

Wednesdays During Lent Are Intergenerational!
There are two tracks this year—one which is intergenerational and for all ages and one for
adults:
Living the Faith: Everybody’s Got a Story (Kerry and Rosie Roseo)
What is your favorite Bible story? What is something you wonder about? Tell me what you
imagine heaven is like. Whether we are 5 or 15, 45 or 85, we’ve got a faith story made up of
answers to questions like this. During Lent, we are going to form a “FaithStoryCorps.” In
family groups or in friend clusters, we will interview, record and preserve each other’s faith
stories, using photography, art, and digital “studios.” Register as a family (parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, adopted church members) or as friend clusters
(Seekers, choir members, friends, etc.) and spend some time growing deeper in Christ.
Exploring the Faith: Lessons from the Land (Carter)
It’s the next best to visiting the Holy Land! Join Carter for a video series and discussion. In
the video, Dr. Ray Vander Laan, a Bible archaeologist gives us insights about Biblical passages
and stories filmed on location. Carter will lead a discussion of the video and relevant Biblical
passages. You may never look at the Bible in the same way again!
Childcare available for children under 5

Begins, Wednesday, February 20. Evening Prayer at 6:00 p.m., Dinner at
6:20 and Program 7—8 p.m. Please sign up!

Souper Bowl of Caring, Sunday February 3
After the worship service, our Junior Seekers will be collecting donations on behalf of the national Souper Bowl of Caring, a national program started by a Presbyterian youth group . Every
dollar will be used to help with hunger locally! Last year, 9900 groups collected nearly $10 million!

Adult Mission Trip Scheduled for Post-Sandy Rebuilding
Just as this Celtic Cross went to press, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance announced that they will
establish a site for post-Sandy rebuilding in the Jamaica section of Queens, New York City. More
than 200 Presbyterian congregations expressed interest in signing up, and we were able to sign up
to send a crew the week of April 21. More details and a meeting for those who might be interested will be offered soon. In the interim, if you have any questions, contact Tom Zeigler, Kerry,
or Carter.
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities
Sunday Mornings


Forum Class (Community Room)
Topic: “So That We Will Not Pass By On the Other Side”
Who is our neighbor? What are the needs in our community? How are we as a church
helping and what are the unmet needs? Join us as we apply the parable of the Good Samaritan
to our own neighbors so that we might show compassion and not pass by on the other side.
Feb. 3: Understanding Poverty (Sharon Holloway)
Feb. 10: The Needs of Pottstown Students and What is Being Done to Address
Those Needs (Barth Elementary Staff)
Feb. 17: The Homeless: What is Being Done and What is Still Needed
(Rev. Kork Moyer, Main Street Ministries and Karla Romberg,
Tri-County Homeless Network)
Feb. 24: TBA



Faith and Relationships Class (Library) Teachers: Sharon Trevoy and Rob Wade
Topic: The Essential 50 New Testament Readings
We will focus on one or two texts each week to explore our intimate relationships of
marriage, family, friendship, work, and church, as well as our relationships with neighbors,
near and far.





Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conference Room). Teacher: Bernarr Rhoades
Feb. 3 and 10: “The Apostle James: The Brother of Jesus
Feb. 17 and 24: “A New Understanding of Life”
Sacred Space for Women (Mary Ann Yost Room—110) Teacher: Amy Shutt
Join other women in discussing the passages from the “E100” Bible Reading program.

Weekday Opportunities


“Sisters of the Way” Bible Study: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday. Teacher: Kerry



Evening Bible Study: 7:30—8:30 PM on Tuesday, Feb 12 and 26 Teacher: Carter



Praying the Scriptures Group (Lectio Divina): Tuesday, February 5 and 19 at 7:30
p.m. Join Kerry and others for a quiet hour of praying the Scriptures.



Theology Reading Group: Will not meet this month because of Lenten School. Check
with Carter to find out the next meeting date and what the group is reading.



Young Adult Group meets on Friday, February 1 at the Rios house at 6:30 p.m. Join us
for food, fellowship, and a discussion of the movie, “Fireproof.” Questions? Want to know
what to bring? Interested but cannot come this month? Contact Kerry.

The Celtic Cross
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Music and Recreation for Children
Children in grades 2-5 join Carter and Kerry for games, crafts, and devotions for 30 minutes and
then sing with Mrs. B. for 45 minutes. The Celtic Choir usually sings the third Sunday of the
month. Meets every Wednesday, 4:30-5:45.

Junior Seekers, Grades 6-8
Sunday, February 3: Immediately Following Worship: Souper Bowl of Caring
We will stand at the doors following the worship service and collect money for the
2013 Souper Bowl offering.
Sunday, February 10 (12 noon to 3 p.m.) Lunch and Valentine Deliveries
We will provide lunch then deliver Valentines to church members who could use a
smile.
Sunday, February 24 (6:30 to 8:00) Joint Parent/Youth Game Night
We will hold an event with the Sr. Seekers and all parents for a FUN game night!
Advisor Contact info: Mike and Mindy Lipsky (610-323-5616) Seth Rios (716-9391030) Jake Erickson (484-300– 4731) Tunde Oladipo (484-374-8236) Maggie Kanter
(484-925-9925)

Senior Seekers—Grades 9-12
Sunday, February 10 (6:30—8:00) “RACKING”
We are going to have some fun doing some “Random Acts of Kindness” for strangers.
Sunday, February 24 (6:30 to 8:00) Joint Parent/Youth Game Night
We will hold an event with the Jr. Seekers and all parents for a FUN game night!
Advisors Contact info: Donna & Gary Rhoadarmer (610-327-8157), Gwen and Tim Allen (484-947-8298 Gwen) (484-947-8299 Tim) Don and Melinda Kisela ( 610-287-1674)
Phil and Kim Wheeles (610-323-0515)

Presbyterian Book Wagon Returns
The Presbyterian Book Wagon visits the Sunday School classrooms once each month with books
from the church library. Each child is invited to sign out a book and enjoy it at home for a week or
two. The books then should be returned directly to the library—a great resource for us all!

HENS Nursery School Registration Open for Church Members
Church members now have an opportunity to register for openings in the HENS Nursery School
for 2, 3, and 4 year-olds for the 2013-14 school year. If you are interested, or have questions, contact the director (and church member), Jaylee Ferreri, at 610-326-3690.
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Fellowship Opportunities
PrimeTimers
Sunday, March 3, 5:30 p.m. Pot Luck Supper and Hymn Sing. (whole church invited)
Bring a dish for 8 to share. The hymn sing will be led by Max and Meredith Creswell.
Friday, March 15 at 7 p.m. “Thoroughly Modern Millie”
We will meet at the church parking lot and drive to Boyertown High School for this spring’s musical production. More information on the church bulletin board.

Men’s Breakfast—Saturday, February 16, 8 –9 a.m.
Join Carter and the guys for breakfast, fellowship, and fun.

Young Adults Dinner and Movie Discussion—Friday, February 1
Our monthly movable feast of dinner, fellowship, and discussion will be on Friday, February 1 at
the home of Seth and Elisha Rios. We will be discussing the movie “Fireproof” (Carter and Kerry
have an extra copy). Check with Carter or Kerry if you have any questions.

Deacons’ Bench
Blood Drive, Wednesday, February 6 from 4 to 7 p.m.
Do you ever feel like you want to help someone? Now you can, and they won’t even know it was
you! This is what giving blood is about. Our blood drive is February 6 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
There are only certain people blessed to be able to give. Tell a friend or just come yourself. We
need many volunteers. Blood donation is down. Call the church office or contact Jeanette Feroe
to make an appointment? But drop-ins will be taken!
Sunday Volunteer Drivers
Another way you can help is to volunteer to drive someone to church. This is a great opportunity
to help someone. If you are interested, please contact Joann Bianchini or the church office.

Counters Corner
Serving as Counters for the offering in February are Bill Campbell (captain), David Allebach, Karen
Stacks and Gina James. Thank you to all those who count!

Church Prayer Chain
Do you know there is a church prayer chain? If you have a prayer concern and would like members of the church to keep it in their prayers, please contact Suzanne Fritsch (610-323-5073).

Church Puzzle Exchange
Do you like to do jigsaw puzzles? There will be a container in the library for jigsaw puzzles. You
may bring in puzzles that you are done with and take “new” puzzles to do. Recycling at work!
Any questions, see Joanne Bianchini or email: joannebianchini@gmail.com

February 2013
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Salt and Light
A monthly look behind the scenes at the mission and ministry of FPC
This month: Our Choir
Have you ever wondered about those folks behind “the screen” up front in worship—the choir?
Why do they commit to coming every Thursday night when they are able to sing from 7:30 to
9:00? What does participating in this ministry mean for them? Here are some of their reflections:




















“There are many reasons why I sing. As we sing every Sunday, it is an offering. I sing to the
glory of God and hope God appreciates it! On a more personal note, I enjoy doing something
as part of a group and there's no better group than our choir! We do have a good
time.” (Jennie Watts)
“I have sung in church choir since I was six...I find that being in the choir is the way I worship
best. Putting the music and words together, trying to interpret what the writers and composers have in mind, that fills me with joy and comfort. To me, music is part of my life and the way
I can best express my faith.” (Jane Barndt)
“I love to sing and to harmonize with others around me. It is a joy being part of the choir as
we sing praises to God, and the experience brings me closer to the mystery of the ‘Kingdom.’”
(Barbara Longstreth)
“I can't wait for choir on Thursday evenings. The folks that surround me are so caring and full
of fun. We have a rigorous but enjoyable rehearsal. The music we sing fills my spirit and keeps
me going for the rest of the week….We feel God's presence each time we are together.
Thanks be to God.” (Rob Land)
“I sing because I can’t help myself (much I am sure to the consternation of those who sit
nearby), and being close to, and surrounded by, music and all the voices fills me to overflowing. And, if that weren’t gift enough, we have so much fun...I cannot remember a Thursday evening where I did not leave feeling better than when I arrived, truly.” (Rob Wade)
“Participating in the choir is a blessing to me. Choir members are welcoming of all new members and rehearsals are a wonderful opportunity for Fellowship. Singing on Sunday mornings is
a form of worship for me and it brings me great joy. The lyrics of the anthems linger in my
heart all week.” (Kathleen O’Hara)
“I feel privileged to sing not just the hymns, but special music. I think of the ability and voice
to sing is a gift God has given me and the choir gives me an opportunity to use that
gift.” (Shaaron Guinther)
“For me singing in the church choir is one way to worship our Lord. I like to sing and we have
a wonderful, friendly group. I've been singing in church choirs since I was eighteen years
old.” (Horace Fletcher)
“Music is how I worship and connect with my Lord. A sermon is great and I learn so much...but
an old hymn with great theology will touch my spirit and I become one with God. ‘It is Well
With My Soul’ gets me every time. When I sing this with the congregation or as a solo...I am
lost. .singing only to the Lord.” (Beth Ann Straub)
“I've been signing in choirs since I was a cherub. This church is extremely blessed with a wonderful music program, and the choir and music bring me such joy that I quote a line from one
of our anthems ‘how can I keep from singing?’" (Joanne Bianchini)

“Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy!”

—Psalm 149
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Session Digest
At its January 23 meeting, the Session:















Shared joys and concerns.
Elected Michelle Thompson Treasurer for 2013.
Reviewed and approved the Mission Study drafted by a writing group following the joint Session-Deacons Officers’ Retreat on January 12. The study must also be approved by the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry before the Search Committee can begin its work.
Received the report from Treasurer Michelle Thompson regarding the 2012 Treasurer’s Report which showed that the church was able to meet all mission commitments and capital fund
allocations and end the year with a positive balance for 2012 thanks to very generous giving in
December. The Session approved the final mission and capital fund allocations.
Received the recommendations of the Personnel Committee regarding staff salary and benefit
increases. Approved the Personnel Committee’s proposed changes to the terms of call of the
co-pastors, which is subject to approval by the congregation at the annual meeting on Jan. 27.
Approved the budget for 2013 which includes the recommendations of the Personnel Committee. The budget will be presented to the congregation at the congregational meeting.
Approved the expenditure of up to $8000 to purchase 36 tables and 300 chairs for Fellowship
Hall to replace the current tables and chairs. The current ones will be made available to interested churches.
Heard plans for Lenten School and approved a “timeline mural” being painted on a wall downstairs.
Received reports from Stewardship, Administrative, Endowment, Fellowship, Spiritual Formation, Nominating, and Mission Committees, and the Deacons.
Please keep in your prayers:
Hospitality: That our congregation will continue to be hospitable and friendly to visitors.
Worship: Thanksgiving for prayerful worship.
Fun and Fellowship: For good programs to bring people together.
Administrative: Thanksgiving for meeting our budget in 2012.
Spiritual Formation: For all of the ongoing programs.
Endowment: That current members might be moved to create a legacy as prior members
have done.
Nominating: Thanksgiving for those who accepted the call to serve.
Mission: For safe, productive, and Spirit-filled trip to Honduras.

Financial Highlights from 2012

Budgeted Giving and Other Receipts in 2012:
Actual Giving and Receipts:

$538,905
536,675

Budgeted Expenses and Other Disbursements:
Actual Expenses and Other Disbursements:

538,905
524,287

Surplus for 2012:

$12,388

A generous December enabled us to meet our budget. About $9000 of the $12,000 surplus was
due to having an open staff position for 10 weeks. Thanks be to God for all the people who have
stepped up in this interim period!

February 2013
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Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill, injured, or hospitalized
lately: John Davis, Betty Soloway, DeeAnne Orzechowski, Brenda Hatfield, Joel Neiss,
Walter DePrefontaine, Ron Gower and Jordan Daniels.
We send condolences to the family of Susan Brasacchio Montanio who passed away in Texas.
We welcome Graham Neil Erickson, child of God and son of Tara and Jake Erickson and brother
of Gabriel and Ava who was born on January 7.

From the Co-pastors, cont.
“Forty days alone,
a wilderness of thoughts,
tempting and inviting thoughts,
which could so easily have distracted you from your task, your mission, your vision.
Yet you emerged,
stronger and more attuned to all that had to be done,
despite a time constraint
that to our eyes would have seemed hopeless.
We too live in stressful times.
Demands are made of our time,
that leave so little for the important things of life.
We are easily distracted in the wilderness of our lives,
by every call to go this way or that,
to turn stone to bread
leap from mountains,
and do all that would keep us from the truth.
We listen to the voices of this world,
and ignore the one who endured all this and so much more,
and emerged triumphant, that we might not have to suffer so.
Forgive us, Father, when we get distracted from our task.
Forgive us those times when we try
to be all things to all men, and fail to be anything to anyone. “ Amen
.
And may God bless you all,
Carter and Kerry

http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Lent.htm#ixzz2IoOBpoSR
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The Essential 100 Bible Readings continues!
Join us as we continue to read the 100 Essential Bible readings. Follow the blog at
www.fpc100.wordpress.com and hear one of the five texts each week in worship.
January 27 to February 3
Luke 22: 1-46, John 18: 1-40, John 19: 1-42, John 20: 1—-21: 25, Acts 1: 1-11
February 4 to February 10
Acts 2: 1-47, Acts 3: 1—4: 37, Acts 6: 8—8: 8, Acts 8: 26-40, Acts 10: 1—11: 18
February 11 to February 17:
Acts 9: 1-39, Acts 13: 1—14: 28, Acts 15: 1-41, Acts 16: 1—20: 38, Acts 25: 1—28: 31
February 18 to February 24:
Romans 8: 1-39, Galatians 5: 16—6: 10, Eph. 6: 10—20, Philippians 4: 2-9, Colossians 1: 1-20
February 25 to to March 3:
I Timothy 3: 1-16, 1 Timothy 6: 3-21, 2 Timothy 2: 1-26, 2 Timothy 3: 10-4: 8, I Thess, 4: 4:
13—5:11

Recycling at First Presbyterian Church
In order to be more “environmentally friendly”, we have a series of recycling programs here at
First Presbyterian that some of you might not be aware of. We encourage you to participate in
these programs as you are able.
Paper Retriever Recycling – Manor Care has generously allowed us to place the green/
yellow container across the street from the church. The company accepts all kinds of paper, including newspapers and excess mail. Just save it up from your home or business,
and deposit it in the bin when you come to church. We make $5.00/ton, with half going
to Manor Care, and our share to Mission. Our 2012 totals are 19+ tons collected and
$96.45 received.
Aluminum Cans – There are two bins for the collection of these cans, one in the main hallway and the other in Fellowship Hall. All proceeds from these cans go to Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery County. We take the cans to Meyer/Pollack on Industrial Hwy,
and they always give a little extra to help support Habitat. Our 2012 totals are 160 lbs. of
cans and $91.11 received.
Ink Cartridges, Cell Phones, Batteries – Bins for these items are located in the cloak
room and in Fellowship Hall. The ink cartridges are sent to the Funding Factory in Erie,
PA, and since we started the program in 2010 we have received $233 for Mission. The
cell phones and batteries are dropped off at the North Coventry Recycling Center, located
just off Main St. in South Pottstown.
Please keep the church in mind when you are throwing out these items. And---if you have other
recycling tips or ideas for us please contact the Mission committee.

New from the Library and Faith and Nature Group (see insert)

Page 11

February 2013

February 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Young Adult
Group @
Rios’ 6:30
p.m.

2
Adult Mission
Trip to Honduras leaves

8

9
Cub Scouts
Pinewood
Derby 7 a.m.

.
3
Sunday School
9:15
Worship 10:30
Communion

10
Sunday School
9:15
Worship 10:30
Scout Sunday
Cherubs Sing
11:45 Jr. Seekers
Lunch/Valentines
Sr. Seekers Bible
4:30
Sr. Seeker Racking

17
9:15 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Baptism
Sr. High Seekers Bible 4:30

4

5
.

Cub Scouts 7

Lectio 7:30
p.m.

11

12

Relay 5:45
Girl Scouts 6
p.m.
Shawl 7:00
Cub Scouts 7 Bible Study
7:30
18

19

Girl Scouts 7
p.m.
Cub Scouts 7
Lectio
7:30

24

25

26

9:15 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Celtic Sing
Sr. Seekers Bible
4:30
Jr./Sr. Seekers
Parent/Youth 6:30

Cubs 7 p.m.

Bible Study
7:30 p.m.

6

7

Sisters of the
Bloodmobile 4
Way 9:15
M/R 4:30
Cluster Dele- Cub Scouts set
Relay 6
gate Lunch 12:15 up for Pine
wood Derby
Evening Prayer
6:30 p.m.
7:15
Meal 5
Committees
Bells 6:30
7:30
Choir 7:30

13
M/R 4:30
Ash Wednesday Worship
7:30
Deacons
Meeting 8:15
p.m.
20
M/R 4:30
Lenten Program
6:00 Prayer
6:20 Dinner
7:00 program
8:15 Session
27
M/R 4:30 p.m.
Prayer 6:00
Dinner 6:20
Lent School
7:00
Comp. Friends

14
Sisters of the
Way 9:15

Honduras Mission Trip returns

15

16
Men’s Breakfast 8 a.m.

22

23

Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7
Choir 7:30
21
Sisters of the
Way 9:15
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Scouts 7:30
Choir 7:30

28
Sisters Bible
9:15
Meal 5
Bells 6:30
Choir 7:30
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