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“Do you the people of the church, on behalf of the church universal, promise to support and encourage this child and these parents, by prayer and example, by nurture and fellowship, to the
end that we may mature as faithful Christians?

Dearly Beloved,
It is the week after Easter. We have just rejoiced in God’s raising Jesus Christ
from the dead, and in the promise that in him, we too are raised to new life. At
the time of writing this, we are packing to head down to Richmond for our granddaughter’s baptism at Second Presbyterian Church. How fitting in this Easter season to mark Josie’s being raised to new life in the waters of baptism!
We are reminded again of the question asked of the congregation at our own,
and each child’s, baptism: “Do you promise to support this child and these parents
...?” Our answer as a congregation seals the solemn promise we make before God
to each child and his or her parent(s). And of course, those parents make their
own solemn promise “to live the Christian faith, and teach that faith to their
child...” All of us make these promises undergirded by the grace of God whose
promise to us through Jesus Christ “is to be with us until the end of the age.”
In this season of resurrection life, we are moved to give thanks for all of the
servants who help us keep these promises: Sunday School teachers and youth advisors; Young Children and Worship leaders and childcare volunteers; parents and
Spiritual Formation Committee members. With our current staff vacancy, these
servants, under Bill DuPree’s leadership, shoulder greater responsibilities than usual. Sarah Pinard has also helped us keep our baptismal promises in her service
with the Sunday School and Music and Recreation ministries. What a difference
her Sunday School newsletter has made in facilitating communication and supporting our dedicated teachers!
Please keep our Search Committee in your prayers as they seek to fill this position. As you will see later in this newsletter, the committee is at the point of reviewing the “Personal Information Forms” and resumes of candidates, and considering whom to interview. As we have stated before, the first priority for the committee, Session, and pastors is to discern the best person to work with our children and youth and their families, whether or not they are an ordained Associate
Pastor or a non-ordained Director for Children and Youth. We know God has
someone in mind for us and we are looking forward to seeing whom that might be.
But as important as this new staff person will be for our children and youth and
families, he or she is no more important than all of the members of this congregation who take an interest in our young people and serve in various ways to help
them live the new life of Christ. Let us pray for the Search Committee, our children and youth and families, and find time to thank those who help us all keep our
promises.
Grace and peace, Carter and Kerry
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Worship Matters
May 7

Service of the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

May 14

Service of the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Cherub Choir sings
Reception of New Members
Fellowship Time following Worship

May 21

Service of the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Celtic Choir sings

May 28

Service of the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Memorial Day Remembrance

Music Notes
First, “Thank You” to all of our Easter service musicians! Our Brass Ensemble: Richard Strunk,
Gary James, Guy Keenan, Patrick Sample, Henry Yorgey, Dan Foust, and Timpanist: John Rozum,
The Chancel Choir, Chancel Handbell Choir, Cherubs, Celtics Singers, Jo Ann Bathurst, Sarah Pinard and Deb Voytko. Thank you for your dedication and lifting your talents in praise to the Risen
Lord.
On Sunday, May 7th, The Chancel Handbells will begin Communion Sunday by ringing the prelude
“Open My Eyes That I May See” by Dan Edwards. The Chancel Choir will present Brad Nix’s anthem “Savior, Like A Shepherd.” During communion and offertory, Deb will offer “Flute Solo” by
Arne, “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” arranged by Mark Hayes and Joel Raney’s “There is a Redeemer.” The postlude is Stanley’s “Allegro.”
On Sunday, May 14th, Deb will play the prelude “Come, Thou Fount” arranged by Martin. The
Chancel Choir will sing “Brahms’ “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place” as the offertory. Deb will
conclude the service with Handel’s “March” Other anthems performed by the Chancel Choir this
month will be Mark Hayes’ “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” and “All Hail The Power.”
The Children’s Choirs are preparing their offerings as well! The Cherubs will sing “Let Us Sing for
Joy” on May 14th. The Celtic Singers “Let All God’s Children Sing” on Sunday, the 21st.
The Music Ministry
Cindy, Deb and Jo Ann
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Upcoming Events
Deacons’ Blood Drive, Tuesday, May 2, 3:00—7:00 p.m. at the Church
Join us in giving the gift of life as Miller-Keystone’s bloodmobile will once again be visiting our
church. Miller Keystone is a community-based blood supplier which means the blood you donate
stays local. To make an appointment, go online to www.giveapint.org or contact our Parish
Nurse, Dawn Skelly. Thank you to all of our faithful donors!
Donate blood—you have it in you!

Coming Attraction: Strawberry Fest, Sunday, June 11, following worship
Sunday, June 11th immediately following the Worship Service, join us in Fellowship Hall for our annual Strawberry Fest to welcome the summer. The Deacons will provide the strawberries, ice
cream and whipped cream. Bring your appetites and celebrate with your church family. Please
sign up on the bulletin board, the bulletin insert, or call the church office.

Workcamp Stock Sale
Our Senior High Seekers need to sell “stock” to support our youth workcamp/mission trip to
Lynchburg, Virginia this summer. Please buy shares at $10 each which will help to pay for construction supplies as our youth to help elderly and poor residents in Lynchburg keep warm, safe,
and dry. Then, attend the annual “stockholder” meeting after the trip to hear what your shares
of stock did this summer!

Family Camp for Elementary School-Aged Children, Parents and Siblings
August 25-26 at Camp Kirkwood
Mix a little Vacation Bible School, a little Backyard Blessings, and a little Camp Kirkwood, and you
have a whole new summer opportunity—Family Camp! All children who will be in kindergarten
through grades 5 this Fall, their parents, and their siblings of whatever age are invited to join your
church family at Camp Kirkwood for an inspiring and fun 24 hours. There will be a campfire with
s’mores, swimming and boating, ziplines, crafts, and activities for all ages planned by Carter and
Kerry, church volunteers, and camp staff. You can stay in your own tent or stay in a Camp Kirkwood cabin. There will be time together for the entire church family and free time for children
and their families. It is a great chance for children unsure about summer camp to try it out overnight with their families.
Look for more details in the church bulletin and on the bulletin board. Contact the
church office to sign up. Contact Carter and Kerry if you have any questions.

Junior High Mission Mornings, August 8-11
Junior Seekers—this is your week! All those entering grades 6—8 this fall are invited to join in a
week of service at various mission sites and agencies in our community and beyond. We will end
with a swim party on Friday. Mark your calendars now and look for more details in next month’s
newsletter.
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities
Sunday Mornings—All classes will meet together May 7 in the Comm. Room


Forum (Community Room)
May 7: A Front Line Report from Syria
Hope Sabbagh, born in America of Syrian parents, active in her church’s Syrian relief
efforts will provide words and images to report on the situation in Syria today and efforts to provide support to people in Syria through sister churches and orphanages in
Syria. Hope will also report on her three-week visit to Syrian refugee camps in Greece
in 2016. Please join us for this unique opportunity to go beyond the headlines to see
what life is like for the people of Syria and for refugees fleeing the violence. All are welcome.
May 14, 21, and 28: The Story of the Jews, Parts III-V
We continue a BBC documentary that tells the extraordinary story of the Jewish experience from ancient times to the present day. Drawing on original scholarship, taking
viewers on a globe-trotting journey, hearing from various perspectives from contemporary Jews, this award-winning documentary will help us all learn and understand more
about the Old Testament and our Jewish neighbors.



Thoughtful Christians (Mary Ann Yost Room) Leader: Debbie Remelius



Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conference Room) Leaders: Wesley “Binky” Huff,
Gary James, Tim Peckham, and Carter
Topic: “The Gospel of John”



Faithful Friends Sunday Morning (Fellowship Hall)
Grab your coffee and gather for an informal discussion in Fellowship Hall using the resource, “The Wired Word.” Discussion leaders are Gwen and Tim Allen and Kim
Wheeles.

Weekday Opportunities


Sisters of the Way: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday. Teacher: Kerry



Next Week’s Sermon: 7:30—8:30 PM on Tuesday, May 9 and 23. Teacher: Carter



Praying the Scriptures Group (Lectio Divina) 7:30—8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 2 and
16. Teacher: Kerry



Theology Reading Group is temporarily joining Conversations on Race—see p. 5:

The Celtic Cross
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Conversations on Race Update
Our conversations continue as we look around us and within ourselves, in an effort to wake up to
the ways that race shapes our perceptions and society. This month, on Monday, May 1, we move
from Carter and Kerry’s family room to the Community room at the church, so that we can view
a Prime Time episode “True Colors.” Aired in 1991, this short documentary continues to reveal
issues of race in our daily lives. It follows two friends and coworkers, one white and one black,
through their ordinary day. Of course, more recent documentaries have been made, and are
worth watching, and we hope to do that in the future. This one, however, is short, and so there
will be time for discussion following. It is a good place to start.
Our discussion of “True Colors” would be deepened and enriched by people of color as conversation partners. We hope you will join us at 7:30 on May 1, and bring friends. The circle is wide
open.

Seekers News
Junior Seekers
Sunday, May 7th—Operation Backpack Food-Drive—Time TBD
Back by popular demand. Jin us and find out just how giving members of our community
can be. If you are unsure, ask a Seeker who participated in the Fall.
Sunday, May 21—Hike Hawk Mountain—following worship
Pack a lunch and join us after church for a hike at Hawk Mountain. There might even be ice
cream on the way home...
Senior Seekers
Sunday, May 7 Scavenger Hunt 6:00-8:00
Time to do some hunting. What for? Come and find out?
Saturday, May 20/Sunday May 21 Workcamp Preview
Watch for more details. If you are going on Workcamp, you need to participate one of
these dates on a construction service project.
Mark your Calendars!
The “Advisor Appreciation End-of-Year Parent-Youth Picnic” is Sunday, June 11th , 6:30
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Workcamp Participants—Mandatory Meeting After Picnic on June 11
All Seekers going on this year’s workcamp and parents of first-time participants need to
attend this meeting to learn details about this year’s trip and sign the covenant and other
paperwork. This meeting is brief but mandatory. Parents of first-time workcampers
are encouraged to attend. WORKCAMP PARTICIPANTS! Stock sales are due at the end
of the month. $100 per person are required, but if you raise $125 that knocks $25 off of
your workcamp costs, so get selling!
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Fellowship
Men’s Breakfast, Saturday, May 13 at 8 a.m.
Join Carter and this gathering of guys for breakfast, fellowship and devotions. We will send you
on your way at 9 a.m. Last Men’s breakfast until September.

Faithful Friends/Faithful Friends with Children
Both groups met in April and will take May off.

Prime Timers
Thursday, May 18 at 12 Noon: Lunch and Music
Lunch at noon in Fellowship Hall followed by music at 1:15 by “Lady and the Tramps,” a music trio
playing oldies and gospel. Bring a guest! Main dish, beverages, and dessert provided. Church
members asked to contribute salads and side dishes to serve 10. Please sign up on the church bulletin board across from the office.

Prayer Shawl Meeting,Tuesday, May 10 and 24 at 12:30-2 p.m. (Library)
Join us as we knit together prayer shawls. Help is always available!

Porter-Broward Taskforce Needs Your Ideas!
Our congregation has once again received a major grant from the Mary Porter Designated fund of
the Community Foundation of Broward. As you may recall from this past year, the Session has
established the following guidelines for use of the grant:


Enhancement of current ministries, which would include any of the following: (1)
Special one-time programs, concerts, lectures, or other ministry events or expenses over and
above the present ministries funded by the General Fund. (2)Grant-funded ministry such as a
part-time parish nurse position, and (3) seed money for new ministries.



Capital Improvements to our facilities that would have one of the following purposes: Conserve energy consumption, reduce the environmental impact of our facilities and
ministries, or increase accessibility and/or safety for members and visitors to these facilities.



Contributions to other ministries and non-profit organizations that impact children
and families or the quality of life of the greater Pottstown area.

If you have an idea that meets one of these criteria, let Carter and Kerry know and they will pass
it on to the taskforce that will be studying the needs and making recommendations to Session in
June. Please turn in your ideas by May 7.

HENS Summer Camp, June 5-16
Whether or not your child attended HENS preschool, 2, 3, and 4 year-olds are invited to attend
one or two weeks of HENS Summer Camp the weeks of June 5 and June 12. Look to the insert
for all of the details.
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Endowment Insights: What is an Acorn of Faith?
AN ACORN OF FAITH is a member or friend of First Presbyterian Church
of Pottstown who understands that seeds must be planted today for our
church’s future growth and outreach. They appreciate that people from the past
have provided programs and mission funds that we enjoy today and will continue
enjoying in the future. Imagine our church without a parish nurse, without an
associate pastor, without a restored organ, without Living Water mission trips,
without our Children in Worship Program, without our beautiful, well preserved stained glass
windows, without the numerous community programs and charitable organizations we support…..
It’s easy to join the Acorns of Faith! All it takes is a prayerful commitment to our church’s future generations. Simply let a committee member or Pastor know that you would like to be included in special group of members and then give a gift (money, property or investments) now or
pledge to give a gift in the future (by last will and testament or by beneficiary or trust designation)
to our Church’s Endowment Fund. It’s that easy! We do not need to know the amount of the
future gift—your statement of intention is good enough. Imagine giving a gift that spiritually impacts the future generations of our church. Alleluia. Amen.
Endowment Committee: Patty Picardi (chair), Dave Allebach, Kurt Holloway, Barbara Winters, Michael
Ferreri, Mindy Lipsky, Rob Wade, and Chad Stacks

Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill or hospitalized
or have been receiving treatment recently: Scott Sample, Frank Queen, Earl Decker, and
Mary Ann Hartman
We extend our condolences to the Family of Nancy McDevitt, who recently entered eternal
life, and the Wilson family after the death of Ava Wilson’s father.
Thank you for a job well done to outgoing elders, Dave Allebach, Kathleen O’Hara, and Hank
Phillips. Thank you as well to outgoing Deacons: DeeAnne Orzechowski, Joanne Bianchini, Liz
Genther, Barbara Allen, Cindy Foust, Julian Weber, and Sara Kisela.
Thank you to all the cast of thousands who helped lead us through Holy Week: Bill
Wilson and Sue Moyer and the church work day workers; Cindy Foust and Jo Ann Bathurst and
the adult, children’s, and handbell choirs they directed; Deb Voytko on the organ and piano and
all of the instrumentalists who played Thursday, Friday, or Sunday: Leanne Campbell, Becca
Lipsky, Gary James, Dan Foust, Chloe Francis, and Julian Weber; Tim Allen and the Deacons who
organized the Easter Egg scramble, Patty Picardi and her kitchen crew for the Easter Breakfast;
Linda Cybart and the Worship Committee; Bob Hartman, Jr. for taking care of the sound system;
the Oladipo brothers for manning the door for the prayer vigil; all those who prayed during the
vigil; and so many others. Thank you all. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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Session Digest
At its April meeting, the Session:
 Shared joys and concerns.
 Joyfully heard the statements of faith of new Elders Tom Babbony, Debbie Remelius, and Sharon Sgriccia and Deacons, Shaaron Guinther, Chuck Krueger, Peg Calvario, Susan Matrone,
Melinda Kisela, and Youth Deacons, Juliana Roseo and Tom Schiele. These new officers were
also examined as to what they learned during officer training. The Session unanimously approved their “examination.”
 Approved Rev. Linda Hale preaching and leading worship on May 21.
 Approved moving the June meeting to June 28 because of the Honduras Mission trip.
 At the recommendation of the pastors and those participating in the Conversations on Race,
agreed to appropriate up to $3000 from Porter Broward funds in either 2017 or 2018 to pay
for Debbie Irving to travel to Pottstown and lead a four-hour workshop for members of the
church and community.
 Agreed to Connor Ferreri serving as a “Taste of Ministry” intern this summer.
 Received the monthly financial reports and approved this month’s mission and capital improvement allocations.
 Received an update from the Administrative Committee concerning the replacement of the
tile floor leading to the choir room; the upcoming replacement of the Evans Street door; installation of the labyrinth; and the ongoing saga of obtaining the building permit from the Borough for the new playground equipment.
 Approved receipt of the Pentecost offering.
 Received reports from the Administrative, Hospitality, Mission, Spiritual Formation, Worship,
and Endowment Committees.
 Prayer requests by the Committees:
Mission: Thanksgiving for the opportunity to work with new mission partners.
Spiritual Formation: Prayers for preparations for next year’s Sunday School.
Worship: Thanksgiving for our wonderful Lenten and Easter worship.
Hospitality: Prayers for our newest Inquirers’ Class.
Admin: Prayers for completion of projects on the Evans Street door and playground.
Personnel and Search Committee: Prayers for the person God has in mind for our children
and youth ministry.
Endowment: Thanksgiving for our Acorns of Faith and prayers that additional people might
consider becoming an Acorn of Faith.

Financial Report
Annual budgeted income
Budgeted income thru 3/31
Actual income thru 3/31
Actual income last year:

$568,491
$142,123
$139,532
$131,665

Surplus to date: $10,199**
Deficit this time last year: ($12,362)**

Annual budgeted expenses $568,491
Budgeted expenses thru 3/31 $142,123
Actual expenses thru 3/31 $119,163*
Actual expenses last year:
$134,087
*Lower expenses in part because of vacant
position
**After all mission/cap. imp. allocations paid
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Search Committee Update
The Search Committee met on Thursday, April 20, and received the second phase of helpful
training from two representatives of the Commission on Ministry. The Committee is now receiving Personal Information Forms (think of them as six-page resumes with short theological
essays) from the our denomination’s national computer “matching service.” We are also receiving PIFs and resumes directly from candidates who have seen the posting of the job opening.
We have received more than 50 inquiries so far, with more expected. We will review them and
winnow down the list before conducting first, “Skype” interviews, and then after further winnowing, face-to-face interviews. Much progress has been made but we still have a ways to go as
you can see. Please understand that we need to keep confidentiality through the process.
The Committee is so grateful for the meals that have been prepared for our weekly meetings by
a crew coordinated by Debbie Remelius. Since some of us have to come right from work to the
meetings, the meals are greatly appreciated! Please keep us in your prayers.

“Taste of Ministry” Summer Intern—Connor Ferreri
Studies have shown that one of the most significant experiences shared by men and women who
enter the ministry is some opportunity each was given to delve into the experience of ministry
during their college years. So several years ago, the Session established a summer intern opportunity for a college student who wants to explore parish ministry as a vocation. Using an anonymous gift, the Session funded its first “Taste of Ministry,” and Elizabeth Remelius became our first
intern.
This summer, Connor Ferreri will become our second! Currently a student at The College of
Wooster, a Presbyterian-related college in Ohio, Connor will draw alongside us from May to August, and step into different roles of ministry. Sometimes he will be an observer, sometimes a
participant, and sometimes a leader. He will assist with planning Mission Mornings and the Family
Camp, accompany us on pastoral visits, join in worship leadership, step in with Community Meals,
perhaps teach a Sunday School class, and work about 10 hours/week. And we will read some
books and reflect on ministry together. We don’t have to ask you to “be nice to Connor;” you
already have been, which is one of the reasons he is considering ministry in the first place!

News from the Library
The library has many news additions just waiting to be check out. You can find many of them on
the table as you walk in. One in particular that will be good to see is the movie, “Loving.” The
movie is based on the real life couple Mildred and Richard Loving from Virginia who were arrested 1960s because they were an interracial couple. Their case went all the way to the Supreme
Court. The actors Ruth Negga (nominated for an Academy Award) and Joel Edgerton give stunning performances as Mildred and Richard Loving. If you have been a part of the Conversations on
Race group or, even, if you have not been, it will be a movie worthwhile to see.
On another note, if you think you have had library books and/or DVDs at home for a long time,
please bring them back to the library so others can enjoy.
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Lectionary Readings
For the week of May 1 to 7:
Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 23, I Peter 2:19-35, John 10:1-10
For the week of May 8 to 14:
Acts 7:55-60, Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, I Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14
For the week of May 15 to 21:
Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66:8-20, I Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21
For the week of May 22 to 28:
Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, I Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11, John 17:1-11
For the week of May 29 to June 4:
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, I Corinthians 12:3b-13,
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39

Parish Nurse—Health Ministry News
Are you or your family members Navigating the Maze of Senior Care?? Then remember to
Save the date of May 23rd, 6pm at Sunnybrook Ballroom. Chestnut Knoll and Independence Planning Group invite you to this informative program to hear from 3 credentialed experts.
Linda Detwiler, a community home health care expert, Kathy Martin, an elder care attorney and
Jodie Daniels, a certified senior advisor will be addressing issues many of us are facing in todays
complicated maze of senior care.
Did you know that you earn “donor points” for donating blood at our blood drives? LifeSaver Rewards recognizes and rewards dedicated donors like you for saving lives through voluntary blood donation, which helps ensure that we have a safe, stable, and continuous blood supply
in our community. Miller-Keystone rewards you for your support by offering points redeemable
for various items and gift cards, as well as gives the church points for our blood drives and units
collected. You also have the option to donate your points back to Miller Keystone’s high
school scholarship fund. There is currently a $500 scholarship available to a Pottstown High
School Student who applies. To learn more about this program go to https://www.giveapint.org/
LifeSaverRewards
Remember…”Take care of your body, it’s the only place you have to live”.

Counters Corner for May
Head Counter: Sharon Trevoy
Regular Counters: Andy Hazeltine, Matt and Sharon Sgriccia, and Kurt Holloway

- Dawn
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