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I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19
Dearly Beloved,
One of the signs of the vitality of a plant or tree is the appearance of new shoots of green
growth. In the same way, one of the signs of vitality in a branch of Christ‘s vine is the appearance of new shoots of fresh growth among us – new people, new ideas, new ministries, new songs, new leaders, new renditions of old themes (check out “Pathways through
the Parables” in this newsletter). In the scriptures, whenever the Holy Spirit shows up, new
things spring forth – not to replace the old, but to refresh the familiar.
We would like to tell you about two new things that will be appearing over the summer.
First, we hope that in the coming months you will see signs of the construction of a prayer
labyrinth outside the Peace Garden. Over the past few years, on a retreat or workcamp
or during Lenten school, you may have experienced the canvas prayer labyrinth we have
borrowed from our Baptist neighbors. A labyrinth is a path for taking a prayer walk.
Since the days when Jesus walked the earth and logged thousands of miles with his disciples, Christians have referred to their life with Christ as a ‗journey,‘ or a ‗daily walk with
God.‘ As Dr. Tom Long writes ―If you are a Christian, keep your bags packed and your
eye on the highway, because the life of faith is a continual journey.‖ A prayer labyrinth
provides a way to meditate and reflect on our journey with God.
Because the labyrinth has been a meaningful way to pray, several people have offered to
give this ‗new thing‘ to the congregation as a gift in memory of loved ones. We will have
more to share with you about that as the project moves forward. But for now, keep your
eyes open for this new thing that will be springing forth in the area where the wooden
stakes are currently placed in the grass.
The second thing that is springing forth is a new partnership with Mosaic Community Gardens. For years, Barbara Longstreth and various accomplices have planted, maintained,
and harvested vegetables in our church garden, benefitting the Cluster and individuals with
little access to fresh produce. Now, the reach of this little plot of ground will expand.
Mosaic Community Gardens, which already maintains several gardens in Pottstown, will
now manage the garden. Under this partnership, the garden will produce a harvest of not
only vegetables, but also knowledge and skills, as the Mosaic staff will involve boys and girls
from the community in the work of the garden. Children from the Olivet Boys and Girls
Club and the Pottstown High School will tend the garden, and learn how to use the produce in preparing healthy dishes. Keep your eyes on the garden patch and see what
springs forth in the coming months!
We rejoice in the signs that the Holy Spirit is in the vicinity, giving us new ways to grow
deeper in Christ, and reach farther in love.
Gladly,
Carter and Kerry
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Worship Matters
June 5

10:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day and Celebration of the Lord‘s Supper
Recognition for Outstanding Sunday School Attendance
Recognition of Sunday School Teachers and Advisors

June 12 10:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day. Youth Sunday
Cherub and Celtic Choirs sing
Recognition of choirs and Sunday School teachers and advisors
Strawberry Fest follows worship

June 19 9:30 a.m.

Summer worship schedule begins, Service of the Lord‘s Day
Rev. Jeff Fox-Kline preaching

June 26 9:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day, Rev. Jeff Fox-Kline preaching
Commissioning of Workcampers

July 3

Service of the Lord‘s Day and Celebration of the Lord‘s Supper

9:30 a.m.

July 10 9:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day

July 17 9:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day.
Worship led by the Workcamp participants

July 24 9:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day

July 31 9:30 a.m.

Service of the Lord‘s Day

Deacons’ Blood Drive, Tuesday, June 7, 3-7 p.m. at the Church
Join us in giving the gift of life as Miller-Keystone‘s bloodmobile will once again be visiting our
church.
The blood you donate stays local.
To make an appointment, go online to
www.giveapint.org or contact our Parish Nurse, Dawn Skelly. Thank you to all faithful donors!

Mother Goose: Read to Me
Please bring your gently used children‘s books (babies to grade 5) to FPC during the month of June.
Place them in box labeled: Mother Goose: Read to Me. Little ones within our Pottstown neighborhoods are waiting to be read to and need books. There are also young readers who need children‘s
books to practice the love of reading. Mother Goose: Read to Me Corporation is a tax-exempt
nonprofit charitable corporation with the mission to work with new parents to explain the importance of reading to babies, provide parents with free books, and foster a love of reading.
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Upcoming Events
End of the Year Parent/Seeker Advisor Appreciation Picnic
June 12, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
We will thank our advisors, say goodbye to our Seniors and goodbye and hello to our rising 9th graders.
Please sign up by e-mailing Jeff (jfoxkline@fpcpottstown.org) or on the church bulletin board or by calling
the church office. Junior and Senior Seekers welcome as well as all family! Please bring an appetizer/
snack/dessert.

MANDATORY Workcamp Meeting following the Picnic, 7:30-8:15
Parents please come at the beginning or end to sign the necessary paperwork and parents of ―first
timers‖ are encouraged to join us for the entire meeting.
The picnic officially ends at 7:30, but feel free to stick around and sit around the fire with us!

Strawberry Fest, Sunday, June 12 after 10:30 a.m. worship
Sunday, June 12th
Immediately following the Worship Service,
join us in Fellowship Hall
Great food and fellowship to celebrate
the beginning of the Summer Schedule
Sign up on the bulletin board or on the bulletin insert or call
the church office.

Don’t miss the fun!

Pathways through Parables!
Join other individuals and families of all ages as we listen to stories from long ago and we learn how
these old stories are also stories for today. Pathways through Parables is an intergenerational Bible
Study with time spent as one large family as well as in our own age groups as we dive deep into the
exciting parables that Jesus gave to us.
Dates: Thursday July 7 , Thursday July 14, Thursday July 21, Thursday, July 28, Thursday August 4,
Thursday August 5/6(Zoo Snooze)
An intergenerational exploration of the wisdom and tales given to us by Jesus. Each evening will
follow a pattern that allows for intergenerational engagement and learning at all levels. It will be
fun, engaging, exciting and an incredible summer together
We‘ll end up with an overnight at the Elmwood Park Zoo on Friday August 5!
More information available in the “Insert” to this newsletter.
Brochure and registration materials available at the church
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities for Adults
Adult Education Opportunities on Sunday Morning—Ends June 12


Forum (Community Room)
June 5: “Martin Luther and the German Reformation” - Part 3—Carter
As the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation approaches, and on
the eve of a trip of Presbyterians to Germany, come and learn more about Martin
Luther and the German Protestant Reformation.
June 12: Report from Bayville, Vol. 3
Our adult mission participants will report and show pictures concerning their
recent mission trip to Bayville, New Jersey to help residents rebuild their homes.



Thoughtful Christians (Mary Ann Yost Room—110)
Topic: “From Christ to Constantine” Teachers: Debbie Remelius, Sharon Trevoy, and
Rob Wade



Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastors’ Conference Room)
Topic: Philippians
Teachers: Gary James, Paul Lepard, Tim Peckham and Carter
On June 12, the men will join the Forum in the Community Room to hear about the Bayville
Trip.

Weekday Adult Opportunities


Sisters of the Way: Last meeting before the summer is a brunch: June 2 at
Donna Force‘s house at 9:30 a.m. Those who want to carpool will meet at the church
at 9 a.m.



Lectio Divina Group (praying the Scriptures): Will gather to pray the Scriptures July 5
and 19 and August 2 and 16 at 7:30 in the Mary Ann Yost room. Teacher: Kerry



Next Week’s Sermon Starts again in September. Teacher: Carter



Theology Reading Group: Will meet on Monday, June 6 at Carter‘s house to discuss
Miroslav Volf‘s book, Free of Charge. For details or if you are interested but have never
come before, contact Carter at clester@fpcpottstown.org

Garden Angels: Can you help us keep First Presbyterian
beautiful?
Do you love to see the flowers and plants that line our church sidewalks? Can you
operate a hose? Pull the occasional weed? Trim off the spent flowers? If so, please
sign up for a week or two this summer to care for our gardens. There is a sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway. If you can do two weeks in a row, that would be much
appreciated. If not, please sign up as you can. Until Doreen returns, please call Sue Moyer (610469-6664) if you have any questions or missed signing up on the list.
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Children and Youth
Sunday, June 12 is “Moving Up” Sunday in Sunday School, while we
honor the teachers and seniors in worship.
Another year has passed and the children with all of their new knowledge and growth in faith are
ready to move on up to the next class. Students will get to meet their new teachers and find out
about some of things they will get to learn over the next year! During this worship service (led by
the youth) we will also celebrate the ministry of the teachers as we recognize the gifts that they have
given us and lift up their service as well as the witness of the seniors in the congregation.

Seekers Summer News (see also June 12 picnic details on p. 3)
The Summer for Seekers is not a time off, but a time to celebrate!
Thursdays over the summer: This summer I will be in my office on Thursdays starting at 1:00 for
open office hours. If you are feeling bored and looking for someone to hang out with, stop by the
church. Want to play Frisbee, but don‘t know who to call? Want to walk to Turkey Hill (We miss
you, Rita‘s), but don‘t want to go it alone? Stop by after 1:00 on Thursdays! This goes out to all of
the Seekers, so if you are a graduating senior, come on by! If you are a fifth grader who wants to
get an early jumpstart we can‘t wait to have you! Starting on June 16
July 9-16: This is the big one! Workcamp! The Senior Seekers are going to Workcamp in
Baltimore, Maryland. Look forward to a week filled with faithful work as we serve God and God‘s
people! Look forward to a week filled with meaningful conversation on what it is to serve and love
God! Look forward to a week of incredible fellowship with some of the most wonderful people you
will ever meet!
August 1-5 Junior Seekers Mission Mornings! Learn what it is to serve and gather together as
friends and children of God. We will be going to various places in the area for the day with some
old favorites and a new overnight Thursday/Friday at Kirkwood! This is for rising sixth graders
through rising eighth graders. If you are looking to join us for this event contact Jeff Fox-Kline at
jfoxkline@fpcpottstown.org.

A note from Pastor Jeff
My third program year draws to a close and I can only sit back and thank God for the blessings that
have been bestowed on this church. From the advisors to the teachers to the nursery care to
Young Children and Worship, to the Spiritual Formation Committee; this church is rich with willing,
loving, compassionate and faithful leaders eager to share their love of God with the children and
youth in the congregation. Thank you to parents who bring their kids to Sunday School and thank
you to parents who stick around to teach. Thank you to teachers who do not have children in Sunday School, we are truly blessed that this is how you choose to serve the church. Mornings, afternoons, evenings, overnights, this work is the work of the Lord. The time that you spend with the
kids and youth at this church will be remembered by them for decades to come. You are the hands
and feet of Christ. You are nurturing a faith to last a lifetime. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart!!
—Pastor Jeff
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Fellowship Opportunities—
Prime Timers:
Wed. Sep. 28 for the 2:45PM show at SIGHT & SOUND THEATRE
NOTE: Sight & Sd. Will not assign seats until fully paid and "Samson" is selling out. Tickets are
$52 each and payment must be made when you sign up. You can sign up and pay at church on
June 12 or 19 or by calling Tom Hudson at 610-326-3798 to arrange drop off of your check between 12 and 23 June. Make checks payable to "Primetimers." We will carpool and go to dinner afterwards.

Faithful Friends—Sly Fox Outing
We will gather for an informal supper and fellowship at Sly Fox Brewery here in Pottstown.
Carter and Kerry will soon be sending out an email to find out which night will be best for folks.
If you are interested or have questions, let us know. Faithful Friends with Children will
next meet in the Fall.

Faith and Nature Group
Summer is on the way. The trees are thick with green leaves, flowers are budding or beginning
to bloom, our feathered friends are busy feeding and caring for their newborns, and soon we will
begin seeing butterflies and moths visiting our gardens.
As I do every June, I ask all of you to please keep those thoughts in mind as you care for your
yards, gardens, and property. Please refrain from using pesticides, fertilizers, and worst of all
Round Up and other weed killers. These products are toxic not only to birds, frogs, toads, butterflies, earthworms and small mammals, but also to humans. Organic farmers have a saying, " If I
can't put it on my bare hands or taste it with my tongue, then I will not put it in the ground." I
encourage you to visit the Gardens Alive website, and type in "round up" in the search area to
learn more and discover alternatives to these products.
We have one more hike scheduled before we take a break from the heat of the summer months, and it will be on Sunday June 12th. We had such a great outing last year,
that we have decided to return again to Crow's Nest Preserve near St. Peters Village. The open
fields and meadows are spectacular. We will hike approximately 3 or 4 miles on the trails
throughout this serene preserve. Meet us at the church at 1:30 pm. Please sign up on the bulletin board or contact me at: mdeegan2882@comcast.net or call 484-524-8072.
Hope to see you out there.
—Mike

Summer Yoga at First
Yoga is alive and well at First Pres. In fact, we‘ve even had a man join us! We love co-ed! Starting on Tuesday, May 31st and continuing through August, Yoga will be held in the Community
Room on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 A.M. to 11:A.M. Hope to see you
there.
—Jo Ann Bathurst

Counters Corner for June and July—Thank you!!
Sharon Trevoy, Andy Hazeltine, Matt and Sharon Sgriccia, Kurt Holloway
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Music Notes
The Chancel Handbells will begin June‘s Communion Sunday with the prelude, ―Hymn of Promise‖ by Natalie Sleeth, who first wrote the piece as a choral anthem, later arranging it for handbells and piano. The text of ―Hymn of Promise‖ reads:
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there‘s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
There‘s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There‘s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity,
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
The service continues with the Chancel Choir performing two choral favorites, Moses Hogan‘s
―I‘m Gonna Sing‖ and Thompson‘s ―Alleluia.‖
This month, Deb will be offering ―Be Still My Soul‖, ―On Eagle's Wings‖, and ―Trumpet Tunes‖ by
Corelli and Fischer. A special ―Thank You‖ to Corrine Griffiths for playing the organ at the end
of June as well!
June 12th, the final Sunday for all of our choirs, will be filled with wonderful ringing and singing!
We begin once again with the Chancel Handbells offering the prelude ―Let All That Hath Breath
Praise the Lord.‖ This is an exciting piece, both fun and challenging! The Cherubs will offer
―Count Your Blessings‖ before the Time for Children and the Celtic Singers will perform ―Peter
Rock‖ as the anthem! The offertory, Mark Hayes‘ breath-taking ―Christ Be My Song‖, will be
sung by the Chancel Choir. The service will end with the beautiful benediction, Lutkin‘s ―The
Lord Bless You and Keep You.‖
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jo Ann, Deb, Scott, the Handbell Choir, Chancel
Choir, Cherubs, Celtic Singers and all of our instrumentalists for sharing their time and talents
with us each and every week. Through music, they bring the prayers and hymns of our church
―alive‖, so that we may be spiritually uplifted, and praise, honor and glorify our God. Through this,
the Church of Christ continues to grow, as the joy of our salvation is proclaimed!
Cindy, Deb and Jo Ann

Wildwood (NJ) Trip, September 2016
Interested in a bus trip to Wildwood NJ, September 19 -22? Deluxe Round-Trip Motorcoach
Transportation, Deluxe Accommodations, Spectacular Entertainment, Dolphin Watch Boat
Cruise, Sunset Beach and Patriotic Flag Ceremony! For information and reservations see Anna
Chilton (484-624-5582) or Cindy Foust (610-517-6570 or cynthiafoust@comcast.net) See the bulletin board for further details and brochures!
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Session Digest
At its May meeting, the Session:
 Welcomed new elders Donna Force, Bob Geyer, John Livezey, Karen Stacks, and Eileen
Wade.
 Welcomed the Confirmation class of Paige Barcus, Travis Thorum, Ashley Livezey, Nicholas
Bush, Abby Campbell, Becca Lipsky, James Thompson, Henry Spadt, Trystian Hernandez,
Jack Kisela, Porter Stacks, Corrine Hofmann, Emily Weber, and Darius LoBello and their
shepherds. Each confirmand was introduced by his or her shepherd, reported on their
―Kingdom of God‖ stewardship project and church service project, and shared what it
mean to him or her ―that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.‖ and what it means ―to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ.‖.
 Approved with great joy a motion to receive the members of the confirmation class into
membership in the church contingent upon their public profession of faith on Sunday, May
22.
 Elected a Commission of three elders to meet with Zoe Enterline, who was out of town, so
that the way be clear for her too to profess her faith on May 22.
 Agreed to move the June Session meeting to June 29.
 Approved the following appointments of committee chairs and elder assignments:
Admin: Andy Lane, chair, Bob Geyer, Hank Phillips, and Eileen Wade;
Hospitality: Chair to be named later, Patty Picardi, Session liaison;
Mission: Sharon Holloway, chair, Sharon Trevoy, Dave Allebach, Tom Zeigler, and Sue
Moyer;
Worship: Barbara Peckham, chair and Kathleen O‘Hara;
Spiritual Formation: Bill DuPree, chair, Karen Stacks, and Donna Force (Session liaison);
Endowment: Patty Picardi, chair, and Dave Allebach;
Nominating: Sharon Holloway, chair and an elder to be named later;
Personnel: Bill Campbell, chair, Andy Lane and Donna Force.
Stewardship: Kurt Holloway, chair and Sharon Trevoy (Session liaison);
Clerk of Session: Patty Picardi and Treasurer: Michelle Thompson
 Received the Treasurers‘ Report from Michelle Thompson, the church treasurer and took
no action on the allocations for Mission and Capital Improvement for the month.
 Approved a commission of three elders to meet with Becky Bostwick so that the way might
be clear for her to be ordained and installed as a Deacon on May 29.
 Approved vacation for Jeff for the week leading up to July 4.
 Received an update on the search to fill the Administrative Assistant position.
 Reviewed plans for a labyrinth to be installed near the Peace Garden and to be funded by
individual gifts. Accepted with gratitude the labyrinth as a gift. More details to follow.
 Our prayers:
Spiritual Formation: Prayers for our end of year recognitions and Back Yard Blessings;
Admin: For successful completion of projects;
Worship: That our confirmands will be guided by the Holy Spirit as they begin this journey
in Christ‘s footsteps;
Mission: For those traveling to Honduras to have a safe and productive trip;
Endowment: For positive returns;
Hospitality: That those who visit the church may be touched by the Holy Spirit through us;
Personnel: Wisdom and discernment for the new administrative assistant position.
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Financial Report
Budgeted income for the year:
Budgeted income through April 30:
Actual income through April 30:
Income this time last year:

608,932
202,977
174,669
184,378

Budgeted expenses for the year:
Budgeted expenses thru Apr 30:
Actual expenses thru Apr 30:
Expenses this time last year:

Deficit to date (after Mission/Cap. Imp. allocations paid) :
Deficit this time last year:

608,932
202,977
184,151
189,572

($22,597)
($18,527)

Online Giving
Going away on vacation? Do you want to make your contribution to the church in the same way
you pay your other bills? You can always make contributions online—either on a one-time basis
or regularly. Just click on the tab on our webpage. In worship, you can use one of the new pew
cards to symbolically make your offering physically in worship.

Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill or hospitalized
recently, or who are undergoing tests or treatment: Conor O‘Dea, Kit Gingrich
We send condolences to the families of Jenn Drago, Fred Remelius, Jim Browne, and Dave
Duncan
Congratulations to our high school graduates: Sean Allen, Lindy Bostwick, Avery RoseCraver, Shane Dugan, Chloe Francis, Sydney Hernandez, Kayla Hofmann, Maddie Macdonald,
Ethan McCarrick, Caroline Remelius, and Baily Young.
Congratulations to recent college and graduate school graduates: Chris Trevoy, Jessica
Geyer, Will Shutt, Bob Burkhart, A. J. Kontostathis, and Chadd Livezey
If you know of anyone else, please let us know.
A Great Big Thank You to you all for such a wonderful celebration for my retirement! It was
much appreciated and I will miss you all. See you around town. Thanks for the memories! Peggy

Parish Nurse News
Recent studies point to the importance of physical activity and good food choices for overall good health.
Exercise reduces abdominal fat, improves blood flow to vital organs including the brain and improves
health even without weight loss. It has also shown to improve cognitive functioning, even in individuals
with degenerative brain diseases. It can be as little as 20 minutes a day to have a positive impact!
Two websites with reliable information to help you get started towards living a healthier life are…
Pottstown Health and Wellness Foundation (GREAT resource for healthy links, recipes, local events and
answers to health questions) https://www.pottstownfoundation.org. Another site I have found very informative is http://www.choosemyplate.gov. This site provides creative guidelines for healthy eating, recipes, physical activity suggestions, healthy calorie guidelines and more. Check them out! As always, please
check with your doctor before starting an exercise program for the first time.
—Dawn
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June 2016
Sun

5
Sun Sch. 9:15
Worship 10:30
Communion
SS Attendance
Recog.
SS Train Ride 2
Sr. Seeker Pool
Party 6

12

Mon

13

Financial
Peace 7 pm

11

20

Worship 9:30
a.m.

Worship, 9:30
a.m.

Wed

Thu

1
2
Sisters Bible
Yoga 10 am
Study Brunch @
M/R
Donna‘s 9:30
4:30
Yoga 10 am
Evening Prayer
Cluster Lunch 12
7:15
Meal 5
Committees
Bells 6:30
7:30
6
7
8
9
HENS Board Yoga 10 am
Yoga 10 am
Yoga 10 am
Mtg. 7 p.m. Bloodmobile 3
Community
FPU 7 pm
-7 p.m.
M/R (last)
Meal
Theology
Deacons‘
5 p.m.
Books Gr. @
Meeting 7:30 Choir Picnic@
Lesters’ 730
Lesters‘6:30
pm

Sun Sch. 9:15
Worship 10:30
Youth Sunday
Cherub/Celtic
Choirs singTeacher/Advisor/Choir
Recog.
Strawberry Fest
Seekers Picnic 6
p.m.
Workcamp mtg
7:30

26

Tue

27

14
Yoga 10 am
Adult Workcamp Meeting
7 pm

15

16

Yoga 10 am
Relay 6 pm

Yoga 10 am

Fri

Sat

3

4
Jr. Seekers
to Relay for
Life

10

11
Strawberry
Fest set up

17

18

24

25

Community
Meal
5 p.m.
21
Yoga 10 am

22
Yoga 10 am
Relay 5:45 pm

.

Compassionate Friends
7:30

Community
Meal 5 p.m.

28

29

30
Yoga 10 am

Yoga 10 am
Yoga 10 am
Meals on
Meals on
Wheels Set up 6 Wheels Volunpm
teer Luncheon

11 am

23
Yoga 10 am
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July 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

31
Worship 9:30

3

4

Worship 9:30
a.m.
Communion

10

Yoga 10 am
Lectio 7:30
p.m.
11

Worship, 9:30
a.m.
Davis Baptism

17
Worship 9:30
a.m.

24

5

12
Yoga 10 am

6

7

Yoga 10 am
Relay 6 pmog

Yoga 10 am
Community Meal
5 p.m.
Pathway to Parables 6:30 to 8

13
Yoga 10 am
Relay Meeting
6 p.m.

18

19
Yoga 10 am
Lectio 7:30
p.m.
.

25

26

20
Endowment
Committee
Meeting 8:30
a.m.
Yoga 10 am

27

14

Yoga 10 am

Yoga 10 am

Sat

1

2

8

15

Yoga 10 am
Community
Meal
5 p.m.
Pathway to
Parables 6:30-8
21
Yoga 10 am

9
Workcampers
leave for Baltimore

16
Workcampers
return

22

23

29

30

Community
Meal 5 p.m.
Pathway to
Parables
6-8
28
Yoga 10 am

Worship, 9:30
a.m.

Fri

Community Meal
5
Pathway to Parables 6:30 –8
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