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As we have noted in our preaching series this Lent, Jesus asks more than 100
questions in the four gospels. Jesus, the Master Teacher, uses questions to
cause his disciples and listeners to think, reflect, engage, and commit. Here in
Luke 13 we get a rare break as Jesus answers his own questions—but his answer
serves the same purpose of making us think and reflect because he answers with
parables. The Kingdom of God is like a tiny mustard seed that grows into a tree
large enough for birds to make nests in its branches. Or, Jesus says, the Kingdom of God can be compared to yeast that a woman mixes into her flour to
leaven it.
Often in our culture, faith is described in black and white, cut and dried terms.
But, as Stephanie Paulsell points out in a recent article, Jesus here portrays faith
as involving more imaginative and creative work. We have to pay attention,
look more deeply and use our imaginations, because ―the Kingdom of God is
doing its secret work in hidden places. The ordinary miracles of growth and
transformation are still happening even when we cannot yet see the outcome.‖
The bottom line, according to Jesus in these parables, is that ―the Kingdom of
God is pervasive and transformative, and once it has been added, it cannot be
separated out.‖
In this season of Lent, may we recognize that though the ways of God may seem
small and weak, a little bit of yeast can cause dough to rise. And although it may
appear that nothing is happening, tiny seeds do turn into large trees. With God,
grace can outweigh sin, and the cross does turn into the empty tomb.
Even now, the Kingdom of God is doing its secret work in hidden places.
Therefore we dare live with faith in the midst of apathy, hope in the midst of
fear, and love in the midst of indifference. And we trust that by the grace and
power of God, the miracle of growth and transformation can be happening in us
even now, even though we cannot yet see the outcome.
Good Lent,
Kerry and Carter
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Worship Matters
March 6:

Service for the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Preaching Series: ―Questions Jesus Asked‖
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
March 13: Service for the Lord’s Day, 10:30 a.m.
Preaching Series: ―Questions Jesus Asked‖
March 20: Palm Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Palms distributed and Cherub and Celtic Choirs sing
March 24:
Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper and Service of Shadows
March 24-5: Prayer Vigil, 9:00 p.m.—10:00 a.m.
We will keep watch in the sanctuary as we remember Jesus’ last night.
Please sign up for a slot on the bulletin board.
March 25: Good Friday Prayer Processional, 10: 15—11:45 (downtown)
Meet on the green between Zion’s UCC and Emmanuel Lutheran on Hanover Street as we walk with other Christians to remember Jesus’ walk to the
cross and to pray for our neighbors. Families with children are encouraged
to attend. The walk will begin with a time for children. If it rains, we will
―walk‖ inside either Zion’s UCC’s or Emmanuel Lutheran’s Fellowship Halls.
March 27: Easter Sunday
6:30 a.m.
Sunrise service in the Peace Garden
7:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
8:30 a.m.
Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord in the Sanctuary
(with brass, timpani, and adult choirs)
10:30 a.m. Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord in the Sanctuary
(with brass, timpani, adult and children’s choirs)
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time and Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn

Invite a Friend Sunday, Sunday, March 20
It’s that time of year again when we dedicate one Sunday of the year as ―Invite a Friend Sunday.‖
Now in reality every Sunday is ―Invite a Friend Sunday‖, but we make a big deal of it just once a
year and even serve cake in Fellowship Hall following worship –you know that if cake is served, it’s
a special Sunday! Why do we do this? Well, for a number of reasons:
 We want to offer our church as church home to anyone who doesn’t have one.
 We have many wonderful educational events for all ages.
 We have a terrific music program.
 We are a very active four-generation church.
By far, most of those interested in finding a new church home come to us because they’ve heard
great things about our church from others. Your comments about our church causes a person to
think: ―I’ve heard good things about First Presbyterian—I’ll attend service and check it out.‖ Your
personal invitation is the clincher! And once they’re inside, God takes over, through the actions of
all of us, and they see a welcoming church with active members and a place where they can grow
closer to God.
—The Hospitality Committee
(Written invitations are available in the lobby for those interested.)
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Wednesdays in Lent: Four Lenten Paths for All Ages!
Cosmic-Questions Path
How should Christians view other religions? Can God be at work in other religions? What do
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists believe? We will discuss Adam Hamilton’s little book, Christianity
and World Religions and the accompanying dvd in both large and small groups with leaders.
Check out the sample book in the lobby and let us know if you want us to order one for you
(helpful but not necessary for discussion).
Christ-Walk Path
Adopt a spiritual discipline of prayer-walking this Lent. Reflect with others on Jesus’ footpaths, and explore how to pray with not only your heart and mind, but also your feet and
body. Using a variety of sources, including a prayer labyrinth, join others in small group conversations.
Colorful-Family Path
Whether you’re 3, 13, 33, or 83, join us every week as we form a close community of loving
and caring members. Parents are encouraged to bring their children 2nd grade and up. This
year we will talk about how all of our hands paint a beautiful picture that we call the church.
Closer-Walk-With-God Path
Take a 40-day journey of walking with God through contemplative prayer. Discover how to
be centered in prayer and daily living. Based on the book by J. David Muyskens and group
spiritual direction.

Service for Wholeness, March 16, 7 p.m.
Join us as we pray for the healing of the our world, as well as for those bodies, lives, and relationships closer to home in need of wholeness. DeeAnn Orzechowski will share her reflections on
God working for wholeness in her life.

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 p.m.: Evening Prayer
6:20 p.m.: Dinner
7:00—8:00 p.m. Lent Paths for all ages. Service for Wholeness on March 13
(childcare available for those in first grade and younger each week)
Sign up for dinner on the bulletin board or call the church office (and if you sign up,
but find you cannot join us, please let us know so we don’t waste food).

Deacons’ Bench: Church Work Day, Saturday, March 19
The Deacons annual spring indoor and outdoor workday will be on Saturday March 19, beginning
at 9:00 am. The raindate for the outdoor work will be Saturday March 26. Please sign-up on the
bulletin board. All ages are welcome! This is a great opportunity for a family service project!
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities
Sunday Mornings - no program on Easter morning, March 27


Forum (Community Room) - A Little of This and a Little of That
March 6: An Introduction to Islam
Yassine Benzanine, a member of The Hill School faculty, will bring some of
his students to talk about Islam
March 13: Introduction to Buddhism ( local master will join us)
March 20: Pottstown Developments: Hobart’s Run
Twila Fisher, who has served as a pastor, realtor and urban planner before joining
The Hill School staff, will speak about The Hill School’s bold new community
initiative, ―Hobart’s Run.‖



Thoughtful Christians (Mary Ann Yost Room) Teachers: Sharon Trevoy, Debbie
Remelius, and Rob Wade.
Topic: ―An Acceptable Fast: An Adult Lenten Study‖



Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastor’s Conference Room) Teachers: Gary James, Paul Lepard, Tim Peckham, and Carter Lester
Topic: The Gospel of Luke

Weekday Opportunities


“Sisters of the Way” Bible Study: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday. Teacher: Kerry



Next Week’s Sermon: 7:30—8:30 PM on Tuesday, March 8. Teacher: Carter
(no Next Week’s Sermon on March 22 because of Holy Week)



Praying the Scriptures Group (Lectio Divina):
Tuesday, March 1 and 15 at 7:30 p.m. Join Kerry and others for a quiet hour of dwelling
in the Word. Learn a simple way to read and hear the scripture speak to you.



Theology Reading Group: Next meets in April. Check with Carter about our next
book.

Going to Court to Support One of Our Own
On Tuesday, March 22, Nola Oladipo, a Deacon and member of the choir, has her hearing in
Federal Court in Philadelphia to obtain her ―green card.‖ Because so many people are interested in attending the hearing to support her (and our presence can make a difference!), we have
reserved a bus. If you are interested in riding on the bus (which will be free), please sign up on
Sunday mornings on the bulletin board or contact the church office. The bus will probably leave
at 7:00 a.m., but check with the bulletin board or office to be sure of the schedule.

The Celtic Cross

Page 5

Children and Youth
CONFIRMATION AND SEEKERS
Eighth Graders and Up: Workcamp Registrations are Due!
Confirmation:
March 6, 5:00-7:00 p.m. When Jesus is Lord of our Relationships
(we are combining two because of the snow cancellation. Bring $3 for pizza)
March 20, 5:00-6:00 Bread for the Journey: Bible

Junior Seekers, Grades 6-8
Sunday, March 6th (3:00-5:00) Archery. We’ll be headed to Camp Innabah for the
afternoon to shoot some arrows at some targets. Jeff and Sarah will be our facilitators
and they really know their stuff.
Wednesday, March 9th (5:00) Lenten Dinner Help
Help serve dinner at the Lenten meal that night so the advisors don’t have to do the entire thing without you.
Sunday, March 20rd (6:00-8:00) Clue with the Senior Seekers
We’ll be playing a live action game of Clue throughout the church! Get ready for a real
whodunit of a night. I hope you bring your magnifying glass!
Friday, March 25th, 10:15 a.m. Jr. Seekers Walk in the Cross Walk
Join us for a meaningful and reflective walk around Pottstown.
Advisor Contact info: Mike and Mindy Lipsky, Rosie and Sandro Roseo, Jeff and Sarah
Pinard, Jeff Fox-Kline

Senior Seekers—Grades 9-12
Thursday, March 9th (See above) Lenten Dinner Help
Sunday, March 13th Senior Seeker Service Opportunity
Get ready for some fun times as we help serve our neighbor. Further details to be announced.
Sunday, March 20th (6:00-8:00) Clue with the Junior Seekers
I’ve already explained this above, so here’s some Clue trivia: It was originally titled
―cluedo‖, which is a weird name; one of the original weapons was a fire poker and it has
an off-Broadway musical. Weird!
Thursday, March 24th (7:30-10:00) Maundy Thursday and Vigil
Join us for the beautiful and powerful Maundy Thursday Service and then spend some
time in prayer for the Maundy Thursday Prayer vigil
Advisors Contact info: Donna & Gary Rhoadarmer, Gwen and Tim Allen, Don and
Melinda Kisela, Phil and Kim Wheeles
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Fellowship
PRIME TIMERS

April 9 (Saturday) Pot Luck Dinner in Fellowship Hall 5:15 PM, PA Philharmonic Concert 7:30
PM at Pottstown High School Aud. "Symphonic Soundtracks" (Selections from popular films).
For the cost and to sign up, see the bulletin board at church or contact the church office.
May 21 (Saturday) "Fiddler on the Roof" 2:00 Matinee at Steel River Theatre
Summer 2016 "Samson" at Sight and Sound Theatre (To be announced)

MEN’S BREAKFAST, SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 8—9 A.M.

Join the guys for food and fellowship on Saturday, March 12 from 8 to 9:00 AM in the Fellowship
Hall. Bill Wilson is this month’s chef.

FAITHFUL FRIENDS AND FAITHFUL FRIENDS WITH CHILDREN
(formerly Young Adults)

Because of Lent programming, Faithful Friends will next meet in April. To be included on the email
list or to find out where and when, contact Carter or Kerry. Faithful Friends with Children will
meet in May. To be included on the email list or to find out where and when, contact Jeff.

FAITH AND NATURE

It felt like Spring, but it was still our annual Winter Walk In the Woods. We had 13 hikers come
out to enjoy the Perkiomen Trail on a cloudy but warm day. It was wonderful to sense the eagerness of our group to finally get back outsde and enjoy nature. Half of our group completed approximately 5 miles, while the other half continued on and did the full 8 mile loop from Crusher
Road to Spring Mount and back. Thanks to all who participated.
We will have a full slate of Spring and Summer outings in the works, incuding a trip to view the
amazing gardens at Chanticleer along with our usual opportunities to explore many local trails and
parks. Dates and locations will be announced soon. I hope you and your family will consider joining us for a great day outdoors.
-Mike Deegan

Personal Care Items Lenten Mission Project
The Cluster Dry Goods Department offers personal hygiene items such as shampoo, cream rinse,
soap, toothpaste, toilet paper and paper towels, along with basic cleaning supplies which include
all-purpose cleaners, dish soap and laundry detergent. Which items would you miss the
most each day?
Throughout the Lenten season, we will be collecting donations of personal care items to stock the
Cluster Dry Goods Department. Our collection will end on Easter Sunday. Items especially
needed include paper towels, shampoo/conditioner, dish soap, laundry detergent
(small containers please), and all-purpose cleaner. Bring your items to the mission basket
in the church lobby.
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Church Family News
Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill, injured, or hospitalized lately: Jim Bathurst, Joan Zeigler, Peggy Whittaker, Dick Whittaker, Sue Hofmann, and Patty Picardi.
We send condolences to Binky Huff and family upon the death of his wife Fern.
Baptized recently was Viviana Rose Agnese, child of God and daughter of Daniel and Christy
Voytko Agnese.

Family Faith Formation
I am currently wrestling with a book entitled ―I Wonder: Engaging a Child’s Curiosity about the
Bible‖ by Elizabeth Caldwell. This book talks in detail about ways in which we responsibly and
faithfully talk about the Bible, about it’s mystery and power, about its importance in our lives. One
of the most important ways is by taking a ―wondering‖ model (as seen in our Young Children and
Worship program). In this space I want to participate by asking you parents some questions from
the book. ―How do we help children build a faith vocabulary so that the home that they make for
faith is roomy and spacious? How can we support children with their questions, their wonderings
about the Bible? In what ways can we be attuned to a spiritual awareness of God’s presence in
their life, and awareness that will continue to grow with them? How can we help them draw on
the Bible as a resource for their own life of faith?‖
I don’t know if I have the answers to the questions, but I’m honored I get to wrestle with them
alongside all of you wonderful families.
—Jeff

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Since 1949, Presbyterians have been contributing to disaster assistance, refugee resettlement, hunger relief, and
community development through the annual ―One Great
Hour of Sharing‖ offering. Please consider making a contribution to this special offering on Palm Sunday. You can
do so by using the special envelopes in the pew, your
family ―fish bank,‖ or by marking ―OGHS‖ on the memo
line of checks made out to First Presbyterian Church.

Adult Mission Trip to Bayville, N.J., April 24-29
We are traveling once again to Bayville, N.J. to repair and rebuild homes for homeowners who
have not been able to afford to rebuild. If you would like to go, or have questions, contact
Carter, Kerry, or Tom Zeigler.

The Celtic Cross
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Session Digest
At its February meeting, the Session:
 Shared the joys and concerns of the congregation.
 Reviewed and received the minutes of the annual congregational meeting.
 Discussed possibilities for rescheduling the Pottstown panel that was to be part of the officers’ retreat in January, but which had to be postponed because of snow.
 Heard reports from Carter, Kerry, and Jeff concerning their recent study leaves.
 Agreed to invite Dr. Brian Blount, President of Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, to
teach and preach on a Sunday next Fall, if his schedule permits.
 Received the financial reports for January and approved the monthly mission and capital improvement allocations.
 Received the report of the Mission Committee and heard about plans for the adult mission
trip to New Jersey in April and hopes to host a visit by Dr. Reeta Rao of our mission partner
in India, SNEHA.
 Heard from the Spiritual Formation Committee about plans for the teacher appreciation
breakfast and Sunday School mission ―field trip,‖ from Hospitality about Invite a Friend Sunday, and from Worship Committee about Lenten and Easter worship preparations.
 Please keep the following in your prayers:
Hospitality: for our next Inquirers’ Class and for a meaningful ―Invite a Friend‖ Sunday;
Worship: for volunteers to prepare the Easter breakfast and help with other Easter worship;
Spiritual Formation: thanksgiving for our volunteers;
Mission: for a successful Lenten mission collection;
Admin.: thanksgiving for funds and volunteers who make our building projects possible;
Endowment: thanksgiving for Acorns of Faith and for continued growth in the number of
Acorns and for wisdom for the Committee and our financial advisors.

Financial Report
Budgeted Income for 2016:
$608,932
Budgeted Income through Jan 31:
50,744
Actual Income through Jan 31:
45,677
Actual Income Last Year at this time: 48,274

Budgeted Expenses for 2016:
$608,932
Budgeted through Jan 31:
50,744
Actual Expenses through Jan. 31:
29,556
Actual Expenses last year at Jan. 31:
36,212

Surplus to date (after mission and capital improvement allocations paid):
Surplus at this time last year (after allocations paid):

$6,181
$5,396

Counters Corner for March
Thanks to counters for March: Tom Zeigler, Lois Glenn, Susan Moyer and Dave DeLong. If you
would be willing to help as a counter some month, please contact Hank Phillips.
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Music Notes
Be listening for comforting Lenten music from the keyboards and choirs for much of this month,
and also exciting sounds of joy as we worship the Lord Jesus on Palm Sunday and Easter. We'll
begin the month with two arrangements from our Chancel Handbell Choir, ―When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross‖ and ―Blessed Assurance.‖ Deb will offer contemplations on the hymn tunes
"Near the Cross" and "What a Friend We Have in Jesus." But Lenten pieces are not all quiet and
serene. "O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" has passionate changes in tempo and mood, from delicate to fiery. The Chancel Choir’s selection, ―Coming Home,‖ is an original prayerful ballad by
Mary McDonald paired with a beloved gospel hymn text by William Kirkpatrick, expressing the
return to the Father like the story of the prodigal son. It's an anthem of repentance and forgiveness.
Budgeted income for the year:
$356, 262

Budgeted
income through
29: us of God's
59, 377
The Lenten Service
of Wholeness
preludeFeb.
reminds
eternal promise to us, "You Are
Actual
income
through
Feb.
29: for the Lenten
58, 810
Mine." Jo Ann
Bathurst
will serve
as the
soloist
Service of Wholeness as well.
This time last year:

49, 201

Actual expenses through Feb. 29:

56, 829

All of the choirs in our music ministry will offer selections during the Palm Sunday service. The
Chancel Handbells will open the service with Douglas Wagner’s ―Hosanna in the Highest.‖ The
expenses
for the
year:
356, 262
Cherubs and Budgeted
Celtic Singers
will present
their
offering followed
by Faure’s ―The Palms.‖ Rob Land
Budgeted
expenses
through
Feb.
29:
59,
377
will be featured as the baritone soloist. The organ postlude is an arrangement of ―Ellacombe.‖
The Maundy Thursday prelude is a quietly heart-wrenching arrangement of "O Sacred Head Now
Wounded.‖ which will be followed by several haunting choral arrangements of ―When Jesus
Wept,‖ ―No Other Lamb,‖ ―Set Me As a Seal,‖ ―He was Wounded for Our Transgressions,‖ and
Richard Frost’s ―Out of the Depths.‖ John Genther will close the service with ―Were You There.‖
Other organ pieces featured during this month of reflection and repentance will include a Scarlatti
fugue, a jig and a solfeggio.
Our Easter Sunday services will be filled with joyous musical offerings. Gary James will be organizing and rehearsing the ―congregational instrumentalists‖ for the sunrise service. The Chancel
Choir’s prelude to the 8:30 and 10:30 services will be the glorious ―Te Deum‖ by John Rutter
with brass, organ and timpani. The choir will also offer Pote’s ―Forth He Came at Easter‖ with
brass and piano accompaniment. Jo Ann Bathurst will be directing the children’s choirs during the
10:30 service. Our Brass ensemble, featuring trumpets, Richard Strunk, and Guy Keenan; trombones, Henry Yorgey and Patrick Sample; and tuba, Daniel Foust, will also be accompanying the
congregation during the hymns and the singing of Handel’s ―Hallelujah Chorus.‖ After that we will
all need to batten down the hatches for the Easter organ postlude, Widor's "Toccata."

Inquirers’ Class for Prospective Members
Are you interested in exploring membership at First Presbyterian Church? Or, do you have questions and would like to have an opportunity to learn more about this church, or Presbyterians, or
even Christianity in general? Then join Kerry and Carter for the next orientation program for
―Inquirers‖ on Sunday, March 13. If you would like to attend or need more information, then talk
with Kerry or Carter or contact the church office.
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Lent and Daily Devotional Readings
March 1 to 6: Joshua 5: 1-12, Psalm 32, 2 Cor. 5: 16-21, Luke 15: 1-3
March 7 to 13: Isaiah 43: 16-31, Psalm 136, Phil. 3: 4b-14, John 12: 1-8
March 14-20: Luke 19: 28-40, Psalm 118, Phil. 2: 5-11, Luke 22: 14-23
March 21-27: Acts 10: 34-43, Psalm 118, I Cor. 15: 19-26, John 20: 1-18
March 26 to 31: Acts 5: 27-32, Psalm 150, Rev. 3: 4-8, John 20: 19-31

Library News—and a blog to check out
During this season of Lent when we try to take time from our busying schedules to quiet ourselves and reflect on what Jesus did for us and the world, remember the library has many movies
(educational and otherwise) and books for children and adults to help guide you on your journey
this Lent!
By the way, want to check out a blog by our own Sarah Pinard reviewing young adult books?
Check it out: http://thatskidsstuff.blogspot.com/

From Our Parish Nurse and Health Ministry Team
As some of you may have noticed, there is a new box outside my office. This is for any private
correspondence you would like to leave me, as well as suggestions for future programs and
events. It is locked and I will be checking it several times a week. There is paper in the top if you
need it, as well as pencils and a small slot to drop it in. You may still contact me by email if you
prefer. If you need to reach me immediately please contact the office or Carter and Kerry.
The Health Ministry team is hoping for your feedback as far as future things of interest to you.
There will be a short survey coming in the bulletin. Please take a few minutes to fill it out and
leave in my mailbox. Thank you in advance!
I hope that those of you who have attended the last few Forum classes have found the topics
helpful. Carter and I appreciate all the thoughts and insights you have shared. We have learned
so much from each other. If you would like any further information on the end of life topics we
have touched on, or if you would like to see continued programs on these in the future please let
us know.
—Dawn

Easter Flowers
You can order potted plants to decorate the church—and then your homes after the 10:30 Easter worship service. Choices include lilies, tulips, and daffodils at a cost of $9 each. Order with
the form in the Sunday bulletin or by contacting the church office. The deadline is March 14.

March 2016
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