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The Celtic Cross

April 2017

Make no mistake: if He rose at all
it was as His body;

if the cells' dissolution did not reverse, the molecules
reknit, the amino acids rekindle,

the Church will fall.

It was not as the flowers,

each soft Spring recurrent;

it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled
eyes of the eleven apostles;

it was as His flesh: ours.

The same hinged thumbs and toes,

the same valved heart

that-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then
regathered out of enduring Might

new strength to enclose.

Let us not mock God with metaphor,

analogy, sidestepping, transcendence;

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the
faded credulity of earlier ages:

let us walk through the door.

The stone is rolled back, not papier-maché,
not a stone in a story,

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow
grinding of time will eclipse for each of us

the wide light of day.

And if we will have an angel at the tomb,

make it a real angel,

weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair,
opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen
spun on a definite loom.

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,

for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are

embarrassed by the miracle,

and crushed by remonstrance. (John Updike, Seven Stanzas at Easter)

Make no mistake about it; what happens is not natural like spring. No, Easter is
nothing less than God at work. Will you join us on the road to the cross—and
the empty tomb? —Carter and Kerry
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Worship Matters

Upcoming in Worship

April 2 Service for the Lord’s Day 10:30 a.m.
Preaching Series—Characters in Need of Resurrection: Joseph of Arimathea
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

April 9 Palm Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Cherub and Celtic Choirs sing
Preaching Series—Characters in Need of Resurrection: Judas Iscariot

April 16 Sunrise service in the Peace Garden, 6:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast, 7 a.m.
Service of Celebration of the Resurrection 8:30 a.m.
Service of Celebration of the Resurrection 10:30 a.m.
Cherub and Celtic Choirs sing
Easter Egg Hunt
One Great Hour Offering Received

April 23 Service for the Lord’s Day 10:30 a.m.

April 30 Service for the Lord’s Day 10:30 a.m.
Ordination and Installation of New Officers

Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m., April 13.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper and Service of Shadows

Prayer Vigil, Thursday, 9:00 p.m.— Friday,10:00 a.m., April 13-14
We will keep watch in the sanctuary as we remember Jesus’ last night.

Good Friday Cross Walk, 10:15—11:45, April 14 (downtown)

Meet on the green between Zion’s UCC and Emmanuel Lutheran on Hanover Street as
we walk with other Christians to remember Jesus’ walk to the cross and to pray for our
neighbors. Families with children are encouraged to attend. (Inside in case of rain)

Easter Sunday, April 16

6:30 a.m. Sunrise service in the Peace Garden
7:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary with Adult Choir and Brass
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary with Adult and Children’s Choirs and Brass
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time and Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn
(bring your own basket!)
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Coming Together on Wednesdays in L.ent Continues

Come together...to worship

Lenten Service for Wholeness, April 5 at 7:00 p.m.

Join us as we pray for the healing of our world, as well as for those bodies, lives, and relation-
ships closer to home in need of wholeness. Bill Dupree will give a testimony to wholeness.
Childcare available for our youngest children, led by the Girl Scouts, and there will be super-
vised homework and game rooms for older children and youth.

Come together...in community

To gather up the day: Evening Prayer, 6:00 p.m., Community Room
To break bread together: Table Fellowship, 6:20 p.m., Fellowship Hall
$5 person/$ |1 2/family

Sign up by emailing Fpoffice@fpcpottstown.org.org or on the church bulletin board.

Share the I.ove Sunday, April 9

The Hospitality Committee hopes you will reach farther in love by inviting a friend (or two!) to our
church for Palm Sunday. Share this special day and your church with others and then come on
down to Fellowship Hall for cake afterwards. If you would like to use an invitation card, they are
available in the church lobby.

Deacons’ Bench: Church Work Day, Saturday, April 8

The Deacons annual spring outdoor work day will be on Saturday April 8, beginning

at 9:00 am. The rain date will be Saturday April 15. Please sign-up on the bulletin board. All ages
are welcome—this is a great opportunity for a family service project! We will be finished no later
than |1:30. Help us get our grounds ready for Easter!

A GATHERING OF GUYS IX
Men’s Retreat, Fri.— Sat., April 28-29
Mariawald Retreat Center, Reading, PA

“Delighting In God’s Creation”

| Join the men of the church for a relaxing 24 hours of unplugging from

i phones and computers to enjoy time together in God’s creation. There
will be time for exploring questions of science, faith, and God’s creation, time for worship and pray-
er, and time for just hanging out. Cost is $75 (scholarships are available) and the retreat will last
from Friday at 7:30 until Saturday at 4 p.m. (breakfast and lunch included).

If you have questions or to sign up, email Carter at clester@fpcpottstown.org or drop off this in-
sert at the church office. A few spaces are still available but Carter needs to hear soon if you can

go.
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities

Adult Education Opportunities (no Sunday School on Easter Sunday)

e Forum (Community Room) (with make ups for the cancelled Lenten programs)

April 2: Simplifying Our Lives with Good Financial Plans—Patty Picardi

We don’t want a little Wednesday snow to keep us from this topic which is part of

the Lenten Conversation Cluster on simplifying our lives. Patty, when she is not at church,
is a Certified Financial Planner and owner of Independence Planning Group.

April 9: Half-Truths: ‘“Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin - Carter

This Sunday we complete the video discussion series, led by Carter and based on the
Adam Hamilton book, Half-Truths. You don’t need to have been part of the Lenten dis-
cussions to be a full participant in this discussion.

April 23 and 30: The Story of the Jews
Learn more about our spiritual cousins and neighbors in this award-winning documentary.

e Thoughtful Christians (Mary Ann Yost Room) Leader: Debbie Remelius

Topic: Stories Behind the Hymns of Lent and Easter

e Men’s Sunday Mornings (Pastor’s Conference Room) Teachers: Wesley “Binky” Huff,
Gary James, Tim Peckham, and Carter

Topic: The Gospel of John

o Faithful Friends Sunday Mornings (Fellowship Hall) | eaders: Gwen and Tim Allen and
Kim Wheeles. Grab your coffee and discuss this week’s “Wired Word.”

Weekday Opportunities for Christian Growth

e Sisters of the Way Bible Study: 9:15-10:45 a.m. every Thursday except April 3.
Teacher: Kerry

e Praying the Scriptures Group (Lectio Divina) 7:30—8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4 and
I8. Teacher: Kerry

e Next Weelk’s Sermon: 7:30—8:30 PM on Tuesday, April 25. Teacher: Carter.

Conversations on Race and Theology Reading Group

Conversations on Race will next meet at the church on Monday, May |. We will watch with
friends the documentary, “True Colors.,” and discuss its relevance for us as Christians today. If
you have questions, please talk with Carter or Kerry. The Theology and Reading Group is

joining the Conversations on Race for the time being.
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Camp Kirkwood Fishing Festival and Camp Fun Day, May 6

Fishing Festival and Camp Fun Day @ Kirkwood: Saturday May 6, 9am-2pm. Overnight accom-
modations offered May 5 for those with a long drive or who want to try staying at camp. Fun of-
fered for kids and families of all ages--including open zip on our zip-line, games, scavenger hunts
and a lot more. Lunch offered. For more information or to reserve overnight accommodations,
contact the camp office at 570-421-8625 or kirkwood@kirkwoodcamp.org

Summer Camp Registrations: Time to register for summer camp. Brochures are available in
the church lobby or by contacting Carter. If you want to talk with a family whose children have
attended the camp, talk with Carter or Kerry. The Mission Committee will pay one-half of
campers’ registrations to Camp Kirkwood!

Seekers News
Stock Sales are underway! Get yours today!

Junior Seekers, Grades 6-8

Friday April 14th- Good Friday Cross Walk—10:15 AM
Meet at Emmanuel Lutheran Church on Hanover St. We will be walking as a group, joining
people from around Pottstown to pray for our community.

Sunday, April 30th—Fun Fest Extravaganza—6:30 p.m. at Carter and Kerry’s house,
1168 Crestwood Drive.

Ever wonder what is inside the pastor’s house? Here is your chance to find out and ask them any
questions you might have. Join us at Kerry and Carter’s house for an evening of fun—and maybe
a few shenanigans.

Advisors: Mike Lipsky, Rosie and Sandro Roseo, and Jeff and Sarah Pinard

Senior Seekers—Grades 9-12

Sunday, April 9, Senior Seekers Bible Study, 5 p.m. What does Holy Week and Ritual
mean to me?

Thursday, April 13th— Maundy Thursday Worship and Sanctuary Vigil 7:30-9:30
Seekers will gather to for worship in the Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae service at 7:30 and
then take the first time slot for the prayer vigil (which will continue overnight) in the sanctuary.

Saturday, April 22, Earth Day Planting, |—3 p.m.
Stay tuned for more details.

Advisors: Gwen and Tim Allen, Don and Melinda Kisela, Phil and Kim Wheeles



mailto:kirkwood@kirkwoodcamp.org
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Fellowship
MEN’S RETREAT—see p. 3.

FAITHFUL FRIENDS—Dinner and Games, Saturday, April 8
Join us for dinner and games on Saturday, April 8 at 6 p.m. at the Lipskys. To found out what
you can bring and to get directions, contact Mike and Mindy or Carter and Kerry.

FAITHFUL FRIENDS WITH CHILDREN—Saturday, April 29, 4:30 p.m.
Faithful Friends with Children will gather for a child-friendly dinner at the Vedocks’ home. Con-
tact Kerry or Eliza if you want to know what to bring. Come and enjoy relaxed time together
and the chance to build stronger church family ties for our children—and their parents. If you
have questions or need more information, contact Carter or Kerry.

PRIME TIMERS

Stay tuned as plans are still being finalized for our next event together.

MEN’S BREAKFAST—not meeting this month because of the Men’s Retreat.

Inquirers’ Class for Prospective Members

Are you interested in exploring membership at First Presbyterian Church? Or, do you have
questions and would like to have an opportunity to learn more about this church, or Presbyteri-
ans, or even Christianity in general? Then let Kerry or Carter know of your interest so that
they can put you on the email list for the next orientation program for “Inquirers” with you.

Lectionary Readings

For the week of April 3 to 9:
Matthew 21:1-11, Psalm |18:1-2, 19-29, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Phil. 2:5-11,
Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54

For the week of April 10 to 16:
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Col. 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43,

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

For the week of April 17 to 23:
Acts 2:14a, 22-32, Psalm |6, | Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31

For the week of April 24 to 30:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, | Peter 1:17-23, Luke 24:13-35
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Music Notes

As we continue our journey through the Lenten season, we continue to pray that the music chosen
lends your ear to hear God and seek to recognize and respond to His presence in your life.

The Chancel Handbells begin Communion Sunday with the prelude “Kyrie” by Cathy Moklebust.
The Chancel Choir will offer the beautiful “Out of the Depths” by Richard Frost. Its text is based
on Psalm 130:1-5. Deb will play Massenet’s “Meditation” during the offertory and two Mark Hayes
pieces during communion: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” and “| Need Thee Every Hour.” Zi-
pole’s “Toccato" in C Major” will close the service as the postlude.

During the Healing Service on April 5th, Deb will perform “Come, Just As You Are” by Mark Hayes
as the prelude. Jo Ann Bathurst will serve as the soloist for the service.

On April 9th, Deb will begin the Palm Sunday service with Dubois’ jubilant “Hosanna”. All the cho-
ral ensembles from our music ministry will offer selections during the service as well. The Cherubs
will sing “Jesus is Riding” and Celtic Singers will present “Shout Hosanna!” followed by the congre-
gation’s favorite, Faure’s “The Palms” by the Chancel Choir. This year, Chip DePrefontaine will be
featured as the baritone soloist. The organ postlude is “Sinfonia” by . S. Bach.

The Maundy Thursday prelude is Reimer’s beautiful arrangement of “Fairest Lord Jesus.” which will
be followed by several haunting choral arrangements: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” “Man of
Sorrows,” “No Other Lamb,” and two Craig Courtney pieces, “Abba” and Thy Will Be Done.” John
Genther will close the service with “Were You There.”

Our Easter Sunday services will be filled with joyous musical offerings. Gary James will be organiz-
ing and rehearsing the “congregational instrumentalists” for the sunrise service. The prelude heard
during the 8:30 and 10:30 services will feature our brass ensemble, trumpets: Richard Strunk, and
Guy Keenan, trombones: Henry Yorgey and Patrick Sample, tuba: Daniel Foust, timpani: John Ro-
zum and organ: Deb Voytko in Lloyd Larson’s jubilant arrangement of “Crown Him With Many
Crowns.” The Chancel Choir will offer Courtney’s “Hark, Ten Thousand Harps and Voices” at
both services and McDonald’s “Joy Comes in the Morning” as the offertory at the 8:30 service. Jo
Ann Bathurst will be directing the children’s choirs during the 10:30 service. The Cherubs will offer
“Halleluia!” and “Hodie” will be performed by the Celtic Singers. The Brass will also be accompany-
ing the congregation during the hymns and the singing of Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus. After which
we will need to batten down the hatches for the Easter organ postlude, Handel’s “Jubilation.”
**Special Note** - The Chancel Handbells will be ringing several anthems prior to the prelude at
the 10:30 service! Come out early and enjoy!

) The Music Ministry! ~ Cindy, Deb and Jo Ann

Counters Corner for April

Head Counter: Keith Harrison
Regular Counters: Karen Stacks, Bill Wilson, and John McNey

To sign up to hear positive news about what is going on in Pottstown

Subscribe for free to the e-newsletter, Momentum: www.paidinc.org/momentum.php
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Session Digest

At its regular March meeting, the Session:

e Shared joys and concerns.

e Approved celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the Men’s Retreat on April 29, 2017 at
Mariawald Renewal and Retreat Center.

e Approved Carter and Kerry to take vacation May 15-22, and approved rescheduling the Ses-
sion meeting in May until May 24, 2017.

e Approved receipt of the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

e Received the Treasurer’s Report and approved the monthly mission and Capital Improvement
allocations.

e Received an update from the Search Committee and discussed salary packages for both the
Associate Pastor and Director positions, with the Search Committee encouraged to look for
the best person to fill the position regardless of whether ordained or non-ordained.

e Received updates on the following projects: the playground installation, the Labyrinth, installa-
tion of 5 new thermostats, replacement of the hall floor outside the choir room, and replace-
ment of the Evans Street door.

e Received the report that |7 adults will be traveling to Honduras, including 3 fluent in Spanish!

e Please keep in your prayers:

Hospitality: for Invite a Friend Sunday and our next Inquirers’ class.

Worship: for a joyous celebration of Easter with special thanksgiving for the Picardi’s once
again coordinating the Easter breakfast.

Administrative: for approval and a permit for the playground.

Endowment: for good management of our funds and for Acorns of Faith to continue to
grow.

Spiritual Formation: thanksgiving and prayers for our childcare volunteers.

Mission: thanksgiving for the Living Waters volunteers and for contributions for the
Habitat collection.

Financial Report for the General Fund

Budgeted income for the year: 568,491

Budgeted income through Feb 28: 94,749

Actual income through Feb 28: 95,005

Income this time last year: 88,388

Budged expenses for the year: 568,491

Budgeted expenses through Feb 28: 94,749

Actual expenses through Feb 28: 76,626 (reflects vacant staff position0
Expenses this time last year: 91,314

Surplus to date: $4,958

(after mission and capital improvement allocations paid)
Deficit this time last year: ($9,602)
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Church Family News

Please keep in your prayers the following members who have been ill, injured, or
hospitalized recently: Ruth Ann DeRenzo, Rob Wade, Scott Sample, Mary Ann Hartman,
Laurie Wilson, Barry West.

We send our condolences to Cynthia Foust and family upon the passing of her mother.

Thank you to Seekers, the Choir, Deacons, and the Sisters of the Way Bible Study group for
preparing the Lenten suppers! Thank you to Cindy Foust, Laura Hazeltine, and Gina James for
their work on the new church directory.

Branches of the Vine: One Great Hour and Operation Backpack

¥ EAT 4  HABITAT FOR HUMANITY COLLECTION!
o ©  Partnering with caring individuals and organizations, Habitat for Humani-
~ c ty of Montgomery County constructs simple, decent, affordable homes
< “ and empowers hardworking, low-income families to become homeown-

ers by providing no-interest mortgages with which to buy them. They
G are hard at work in Pottstown and could use our help! Throughout
the Lenten season, we will be accepting donations of supplies
to support Habitat for Humanity in this important mission. Our collec-
tion will end on Easter Sunday. Please bring your items to the “Mission

o
@

Bring your fish banks,
special envelopes, and
checks marked
“OGHS” on Palm
Sunday or Easter.

Basket” in the lobby. Items requested include:

Work gloves (various sizes), Contractor Trash Bags (42 gal-
lon), Safety Glasses. Dust Masks, Paper Wipes, and Cases of

Bottled Water.

Search Committee Update

Since our last update, the Search Committee has been hard at work! Besides enjoying the wonderful
meals that our church family has provided for us (Thank you, thank you!) we completed the Ministry
Information Form (MIF). We submitted the form to our Session for approval, and they reviewed it
carefully. This form is essential to the success of our search because it is designed to give potential
candidates a true picture of what the life and mission of First Presbyterian Church looks like in real
life. That's not an easy task, especially with limited space. We are so grateful for the work of the
last Search Committee who gave us a great framework to build on for the new questions and pur-
pose of this search. Session and the Commission on Ministry of the Presbytery approved the MIF,
so we can now post the MIF on the denominational website.

We can now start receiving personal information forms and resumes from candidates. We will also
be directly publicizing the position with several seminaries and job websites.

We are so excited to follow God's lead and discover the person He is calling to lead our children,
youth, and families. Thank you for your continued prayers and support through the process.
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From our Parish Nurse and Health Ministry Team

If you are thinking about starting an exercise routine or have some physical challenges, Join us
on Sunday April 23 at 3:00! We will present the Go4Life program which focuses on im-
proving strength, balance, flexibility and endurance through a series of easy to learn exercises that
can be done anywhere. Come learn more about this doctor-recommended program started by
the National Institute on Aging and join a sample workout if you want! This program includes a
free DVD and/or exercise booklet so please register in advance with Dawn .

No matter your health, physical abilities, or age you can gain a lot by staying active. In fact, in
most cases you have more to lose by not being active. So join us and start on your path to a
healthier you!

Are you or your family members Navigating the Maze of Senior Care?? Then have we got a
program for you! Save the date of May 23", 6 pm at Sunnybrook Ballroom. Chestnut
Knoll and Independence Planning Group invite you to this informative program to hear from 3
credentialed experts. Linda Detwiler, a community home health care expert, Kathy Martin, an
elder care attorney and Jodie Daniels, a certified senior advisor will be addressing issues many of
us are facing in todays complicated maze of senior care.

Remember...”Take care of your body, it’s the only place you have to live”.
—Dawn

Our Endowment and Acorns of Faith

Our church’s endowment account has been funded over many years by faithful and generous
church members who have loved First Presbyterian and who wish to see the church serve fu-
ture generations of our church well. Every year, this fund supplements the Mission, Capital Im-
provement, and General Accounts.

What does this mean for you? Just a couple of examples of how you personally benefit are that
there has not been a capital improvement fund raising drive for years even though major re-
pairs on the stained glass windows, organ and lighting infrastructure have been completed. Al-
so our Mission Programs have expanded to include adult and international mission trips, serving
others in critical need.

The Endowment Committee has been entrusted by Session to protect and carefully manage
these funds to fulfil their promises and gifts. Every two years, we thank our Acorn of Faith
members-church members who have already given to the Endowment Fund or members who
have pledged to give at some future date. On Sunday, April 30, we invite all current Acorn
of Faith members, as well as those interested in becoming members of this special group, to a
luncheon at the church. If you are not a current member but are interested in becoming one
and attending our appreciation luncheon, please contact the church office or the Endowment
Chair, Patty Picardi, by April 20™.
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April 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Sun. School 9:15 Yoga || am Bible Study 9:15 Church Work
Worship/ M/R 4:30 pm Yoga || am
Communion Yoga I'T'am Prayer 6 pm Daisies/|R GS/GS Day
9:00—11:30
10:30 am Supper 6:20 4:30—8:00 pm e :
Deacons Mtg. | Cub Scouts | Lectio-Divina Service for Meal 5 pm Faithful
(after worship) . Wholeness 7 Bells 6:30 pm Friends 6 pm
7 pm 730Pm | Committees 8 | Choir 7:30 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Palm Sunday Yoga || am Yoga || am Good Friday
sun School 9:15 Yoga || am Meal 5:00 PM Crosswalk
Vigrhip 1930 Brass 10:15 am
“Share the :
Love” Sunday Rehearsal Prayer Shawl | Maundy Thursday '
6:45 pm 12:30 pm Tenebrae Good Friday
Sr. Seekers Cub Scouts thoir Service 7:30 pm | Community
Bible Study ) M/R 4:30 pm | Vigil begins 9 pm Service
5:00 pm 7 pm 7:30 pm 12:00 pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Esast(_ar SsunQay Yoga || am Endowment
(I;J:a:seeG::J;cni Church Office 8:30 am Bible Study 9:15 African Ameri-
6:30 HENS Yoga || am Yoga || am can Museum
B i M/R 4:30 pm Daisies/JR GS/GS in Washington,
reakfast 7:00 closed X
Worship 8:30 ) o Session 4:30—8:00 pm DC
Worship 10:30 Lectio-Divina | (meeting with Meal 5 pm
Fellowship Time | Cub Scouts 7:30 pm | new Eldersand |  Bells 6:30 pm Sr. Seeker Earth
and Easter Egg 7 PM Deacons) Choir 7:30 pm Day Planting
Hunt 11:45 7:30 pm (1-3 pm)
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sun School 9:15 Yoga || am Men’s Retreat
W;\’“h'g 10:30 Yoga || am | Prayer Shawl | Bible Study 9:15 Men’s Re- Mariawald
a’;y::ry 12:30 pm 5 Yoga/jFI{I Ga;IGS treat Renewal
S . aisies .
gre:chl,_,?fg Mp/\R| 4.:20 pm 4308:00 pm Mariawald Center
oForlLife ) elay 6 pm
Program 3 pm Next Weelk's HENS Meeting Meal .5 pm Renewal Faithful
Sr. Seekers Cub Scouts Sermon 7 Bells 6:30 pm Center : ,
Bié)le Study 7 PM 7:30 pm CompaE:onate Choir 7:30 pm g:f;ds V:/‘It3h0
’ ildren 4:
5pm Friends 7:30 pm
30
Sun School 9:15
Worship 10:30
(Ordination &
Install of new
Officers)
Acorns of Faith
Lunch 12:00
Jr. Seekers Fun
Fest 6:30 pm
|| ||
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